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Michigan Commission for the Blind
Public Comment Summary Regarding the 2013 Draft State Plan
July 20, 2012.  The Michigan Commission for the Blind (MCB), Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA), held five public meetings during July 9-13, 2012, to receive comments on the proposed FY 2013 State Plan for the State Vocational Rehabilitation Services Program and State Plan Supplement for the State Supported Employment Services Program.  The proposed state plan implements provisions of Executive Order 2012-10.  This state plan will be submitted for final approval to the United Sates Department of Education, Rehabilitation Services Administration, now that public comment has been received.

The proposed FY 2013 State Plan is posted on the Michigan Commission for the Blind website at www.michigan.gov/mcb.  Executive order 2012-10 is posted on Governor Rick Snyder’s website at www.michigan.gov/snyder.  

A total of 15 people attended the public meetings on the 2013 Draft State Plan with 10 individuals making comments.  Five individuals submitted a total of 17 written public comments to the Commission office by close of business on Monday, July 16, 2012.  The following summarizes the comments received on the Draft State Plan:

· Inadequate notice of public meetings and buildings not accessible according to the ADA regarding signage.
· A comment was made on 4.2(c) regarding the SRC (MRC) and the Commission Board did not get notice of these substantial changes to both state plans.

· Another comment stated that the entire state plan is invalid on its face and urged RSA Deputy Director Anthony to not approve the state plan here or that of Michigan Rehabilitation Services until it comes into compliance with all applicable portions of the Rehabilitation Act including provisions for consumer control and input into the functions of this agency.

· The Board to stay intact and the Commission for the Blind stay the way it is ran now.  The Commission has helped this person and a family member to accept this transition from a life with sight to now a life living with blindness. Both are currently active clients of the Commission that are now pursuing higher education and she stated that the Executive Order directly affects her and so many others, like war vets returning home blind, her son, her family and their future as contributing citizens in society. She ended by saying the only ones to know the true needs of blind people are the blind themselves.

· The Commission board to weigh in on final draft.

· BEP – final agency decisions rendered by the Director of the unit – getting input from sources that cannot be known or controlled about the status of various cases.

· The National Federation of the Blind is concerned that the executive order may reduce the level of consumer control of vocational rehabilitation and related services to blind citizens of Michigan. They recommended appointment of a blind person to serve as the chairperson of the Advisory Commission, appointment and supervision of the director of the Bureau of Services for Blind Persons, dispute resolution process for complaints brought under the Randolph-Sheppard blind vending program and the State Rehabilitation Council.

· The FY 2013 State Plan clearly demonstrates the long standing relationship between Western Michigan University and BSBP for the development and continued education of rehabilitation counselor/teachers to assure quality services for Michiganders with the disability of blindness.  BSBP and WMU work collaboratively in providing internship training for rehabilitation counselors and teachers that will provide the agencies with well qualified trained staff to work effectively with blind and visually impaired individuals throughout the state.

· A second comment was made regarding the resolution of BEP disputes where the entity that would provide the final decision is LARA, who should not make the final decision.

· A number of commenters stated that the staff had inadequate training to provide services to blind people.

· MCB decrease in employment outcomes from FY 2000 has continued to decrease.

· RSA needs to monitor consumer involvement in order to maintain maintenance of effort regarding consumers’ participation in the agency.

· A comparison of the commission Board with MRC Board – the elimination of the board that has three individuals who are blind and MRC with a 17 member board with no designation of a blind member on it.

· Executive order over reaches Governor’s authority and moves into the legislature authority.

· Conflict of Interest and Non-delegable Authorities regarding the Executive Order.

· Information being provided in accessible format of one’s choice through LARA.

· More strategies to increase employment outcomes to combat Michigan’s high unemployment rate.

· Develop more strategies for outreach to minorities.

· One individual stated is the meeting location accessible with proper signage.

· Three members of MCRS formerly MRC provided a statement regarding the new council that serves both agencies BSBP and MRS as the result of the Executive Order 2012-10 and will be happy to work with BSBP.
· Informational materials submitted via email included:

· RSA-TAC-12-03

· RSA – TAC-12-02

· ADAPT – article on accessibility

· MRSC – Three documents from public comments submitted.
The meetings were held on the following dates and times at these locations:

Date


Time



Address
July 9, 2012
2:00-6:00 p.m.

Lake Superior Room

Braille and Talking Book Library

702 West Kalamazoo Street
Lansing, MI 48909
July 11, 2012
2:00-6:00 p.m.

Kalamazoo Room
MCB Training Center

1541 Oakland Drive

Kalamazoo, MI  49008
July 11, 2012
2:00-6:00 p.m.

Conference Room, 2nd Floor
Escanaba Office

State Office Building

305 Ludington

Escanaba, MI 49829
July 13, 2012
2:00-6:00 p.m.

Room L150 

Cadillac Place

3038 W. Grand Blvd.

Detroit, MI 48202
July 13, 2012
2:00-6:00 p.m.

Hearings Room
Michigan Dept. of Environmental
   Quality

2100 W. M-32

Gaylord, MI  49735
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