
 

 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

 

RICK SNYDER 
GOVERNOR 

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
LANSING 

 

MIKE ZIMMER 
DIRECTOR 

 

 
MICHIGAN BOARD OF NURSING 
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APPROVED MINUTES 

 
In accordance with the Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267, as amended, the Michigan 
Board of Nursing met on November 5, 2015, at the Ottawa Building, Conference Room 3, 
611 West Ottawa Street, Lansing, Michigan 48933. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Ronald Basso, Vice Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present: Ronald Basso, Public Member, Vice Chairperson 
 Jill DeVries, LPN 
 Lars Egede-Nissen, Public Member 
 Cynthia Fenske, RN, DNP, CNE 
 Patricia Harney, Public Member 
 Paula Hopper, RN, MSN 
 Elaine Leigh, DNP, RN, FNP-BC 
 Tiffany McDonald, RN 
 Glenn O’Connor, CRNA, MS 

Lawrence Olson, Ph.D, Public Member 
 Elizabeth Recker, MSN, RN, CNOR 
   Kristoffer Tobbe, Public Member 
 Jessica Ann Tyson, Public Member (arrived at 9:16 a.m.) 
 Mary VanderKolk, RN, MSN 
 Deborah Vendittelli, MSN, RN, ANP-BC 
 Amy Zoll, RN, CNM 
    
Members Absent: Joshua Meringa, MPA, MHA, BSN, RN-BC, ONC Chairperson 
 Reginald Armstrong, Public Member 
 Kathy Bouchard-Wyant, RN, BA 
 Denise Steele, LPN 
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Staff Present: Shellayne Grimes, Executive Secretary, Legal Affairs Division 
 Elaine Barr, Policy Analyst, Boards and Committees Section 
 Rudy Litterini, Analyst, Boards and Committees Section 
 Tammy Bagby, Analyst, Administrative Section 
 Krista Moorman, Analyst, Enforcement Division (left at 9:23 a.m.) 

 Virginia Abdo, Manager, Enforcement Division (left at 9:23 a.m.) 

 Bridget Smith, Assistant Attorney General 
 
Basso welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending.  
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION by Recker, seconded by VanderKolk, to approve the agenda, as presented. 
 

MOTION PREVAILED 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
MOTION by VanderKolk, seconded by DeVries, to approve the September 3, 2015 
meeting minutes with the following corrections: 
 
On page 5, under Michelle Guevarra Malicsi, RN – Proposal for 
Decision/Reinstatement, the following sentence should read as follows: 
 
MOTION by Hopper, seconded by Egede-Nissen, to accept the Proposal for Decision and 
grant the Application for Reinstatement. 
 
On page 8, line 17, it should read Meringa that thanked the Education Subcommittee for 
their continued hard work 
 
There are 16 pages to the Minutes.  The numbering at the top of each page should read # 
of 16 17. 
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
REGULATORY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Allesia Gillespie, RN, LPN – Application for Reinstatement 
 
MOTION by Hopper, seconded by Tobbe, to grant the Application for Reinstatement. 

 
Respondent shall be placed on probation for two (2) years not to exceed five (5) years, 
with the following terms and conditions: 
 

(1) Complete a minimum of three (3) hours of CE in each of the following areas: 
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 a. Professional Accountability and Legal Lability 
 b. Disciplinary Actions 
 

(2) Respondent shall submit quarterly employer reports. 
 
Discussion was held. 

 
 A roll call vote followed: Yeas –  DeVries, Egede-Nissen, Fenske, Harney, Hopper, 
          Leigh, McDonald, O’Connor, Olson, Recker, Tobbe, 

  Tyson, VanderKolk, Vendittelli, Zoll, Basso 
        

MOTION PREVAILED 
 

Chad Edward Hill, RN – Application for Reinstatement 
 
MOTION by Hopper, seconded by DeVries, to grant reinstatement and place a 2-year 
limitation on Respondent’s license precluding Respondent from access to controlled 
substances for the first year and direct supervision the second year.  Upon successful 
completion of the above terms, Respondent’s license shall be automatically reclassified to 
a full and unencumbered status. 
 
Respondent shall be placed on probation for two (2) years not to exceed five (5) years with 
the following terms and conditions: 
 
 (1) Respondent shall submit quarterly employer reports. 
 

(2) Provide proof of drug court completion. 
 
(3) Remain compliant with the Health Professional Recovery Program (HPRP). 
 

 Discussion was held. 
 

A roll call vote followed: Yeas –  DeVries, Egede-Nissen, Fenske, Harney, Hopper, 
          Leigh, McDonald, O’Connor, Olson, Recker, Tobbe, 

  Tyson, VanderKolk, Vendittelli, Zoll, Basso 
  

MOTION PREVAILED 
 
Haley Marie Pike, RN – Application for Reinstatement 
 
MOTION by Hopper, seconded by Egede-Nissen, to grant the Application for 
Reinstatement. 
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Respondent shall be placed on probation for two (2) years not to exceed five (5) years, 
and Respondent shall submit quarterly employer reports. 

 
Discussion was held. 

 
A roll call vote followed: Yeas –  DeVries, Egede-Nissen, Fenske, Harney, Hopper, 
          Leigh, McDonald, O’Connor, Olson, Recker, Tobbe, 

  Tyson, VanderKolk, Vendittelli, Zoll, Basso 
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
Tiffany Nicole Bixby, LPN – Proposal for Decision/Reinstatement 
 
MOTION by DeVries, seconded by Vendittelli, to accept the Proposal for Decision and 
grant Reinstatement. 
 
Respondent shall be placed on probation for one (1) year not to exceed three (3) years, 
and Respondent shall submit quarterly employer reports. 

 
Discussion was held. 

 
A roll call vote followed: Yeas –  DeVries, Egede-Nissen, Fenske, Harney, Hopper, 
          Leigh, McDonald, O’Connor, Olson, Recker, Tobbe, 

  Tyson, VanderKolk, Vendittelli, Zoll, Basso 
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Disciplinary Subcommittee (DSC) 
 
Egede-Nissen reported that the DSC has met two (2) times since the last full Board 
meeting, and will meet again after this morning’s meeting.  Since the Board last met, the 
DSC reviewed the following matters: 
 

 65 Regulatory Considerations 

 Egede-Nissen expressly noted that no consent order and stipulations were rejected 
at the September 3, 2015 meeting. 

 Two (2) consent order and stipulations were rejected at the October 1, 2015 
meeting with counter-offers approved as follows: 

o One counter-offer placing Respondent on probation for one (1) year, 
complete continuing education and submit quarterly reports. 

o One counter-offer assessing a fine of $250.00 in addition to the previous 
terms. 
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Leigh inquired if the Conferee’s name could be added to the minutes.  This issue will be 
taken back to the Board Manager for a determination. 
 
Rules Committee 
 
Barr updated that Board that their Draft Administrative Rules have been returned to her for 
minor editing.  The Board Manager will review the edited version.   The next step will be 
Office of Policy and Legislative Affairs (OPLA) then the Office of Regulatory Reinvention 
(ORR).  
 
Tobbe thanked Barr for all of her work on the Draft Administrative Rules.  
 
 Education Committee 
 
Hopper directed the Board to the Education Committee LPN Report and provided a verbal 
highlight of same.   
 
MOTION by Hopper, seconded by Egede-Nissen, to accept the LPN Report presented by 
the Nurse Education Committee and its recommendations as provided in the attached 
Addendum #1. 
 
 A voice vote followed. 
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
Hopper directed the Board to the Education Committee RN Report and provided a verbal 
highlight of same.   
 
MOTION by Hopper, seconded by McDonald, to accept the RN Report presented by the 
Nurse Education Committee and its recommendations as provided in the attached 
Addendum #2. 
 
Discussion was held. 
 
A voice vote followed.  Fenske abstained. 
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
Department of Health and Human Services – Office of Nursing Policy Report 
 

Deborah Bach-Stante, prepared the “DHHS - Office of Nursing Policy (ONP) Report,” 
dated November 5, 2015.  See attached Addendum #3. 
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Vice Chairperson’s Report 
 

Basso reported that 15 cases were reviewed by email for Allegation Review in October.  
The email process is working great. 
 
The following members are currently on the Allegation Review Committee:  
 
 Joshua Meringa, Professional 
 Glenn O’Connor, Professional 
 Elizabeth Recker, Professional 
 Deborah Vendittelli, Public 
 Paula Hopper, Professional 
 Cynthia Fenske, Professional 
 Ronald Basso, Public 
 
Basso encouraged other members to get involved in the Allegation Review process.  It is 
very interesting work.  Basso then distributed the 2016 Conferee sheet.  All months were 
filled in except December. 
 
Chairperson’s Report 
 

Basso read Meringa’s Chairperson’s Report aloud. 
September 2015: 
 

 Allegation review  111 cases (95 via email) (67 authorized for investigation) 

 Summary suspensions 6 

 CE Review/approvals 5 

 Case reviews/Conferee 1 

 Compliance conferences 0 

 NCSBN:  None 
 
October 2015: 
 

 Allegation review  15 cases (all via email) (5 authorized for investigation) 

 Summary suspensions 3 

 CE Review/approvals 3 

 Case reviews/Conferee 1 

 Compliance conferences 0 

 MI Center for Nursing Strategy Team meeting 10/14 

 NCSBN President’s Conference Call 10/19 

 MI Center for Nursing Career Guide Review/Feedback session 10/27 
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NCSBN NCLEX RECAP 
 
Zoll recapped her experience at the NCSBN NCLEX Conference in Portland, Oregon on  
September 21, 2015.  Much time and detail was spent on the development and 
administration of the exam and process.  She noted that the exam is fair, comprehensive, 
and designed for the entry level nurse.  The exam development cycle is every three (3) 
years based on practice changes. According to information Zoll received at the 
Conference, the NCLEX results are the property of the NCSBN. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Nurse Scholarship Fund Update 
 
Rudy Litterini, Departmental Analyst, introduced himself to the Board.  He provided the 
following report for the Board of Nursing – Nurse Scholarhip FY 2015: 
 
Fifty-five schools submitted applications to participate in the Scholarship Program. 
 
Of those 55 schools: 
 
49 schools submitted applications and notifications for intent. 
2 schools had no one apply for the scholarship. 
4 schools did not respond back with any information. 
 
Of the 49 schools that submitted applications and notifications of intent: 
 
46 schools received $6,145 to distribute to nominees 
3 schools receive $5,000 to distribute to their one (1) nominee.  (The maximum award 
allowed is $5,000). 
 
Total amount disbursed:  $297,670 
 
Total amount available:  $338,000 
 
Total unspent:  + $40.330 
 
Students receiving scholarships:  235 – letters will be sent out January 2, 2016. 
 
MOTION by Hopper, seconded by Leigh, to continue to support nurses at all levels for the 
Nurse Scholarship Fund. 
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A voice vote was held.   
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
Basso inquired as to what can be done to disburse the remaining funds.  Litterini stated 
that he will check and report back to the Board at the January meeting.  Bagby added that 
this information is noted in the LARA Budget as the end of the FY.  A request was made 
for that portion of the LARA Budget relating to the Nurse Scholarship Fund.  Barr will look 
into it and also report back at the January meeting. 
 

Department Update 
 

None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Carol Holmes, Attorney and RN, shared that the Missouri Board of Nursing recognizes 
those nurses who have dedicated 50 years of practice in their state. Holmes suggested 
that the Michigan Board of Nursing could consider some type of similar recognition. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held January 7, 2016 at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Ottawa Building, 611 West Ottawa Street, Upper Level Conference Center (UL), 
Conference Room 3, Lansing, Michigan. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION by Egede-Nissen, seconded by McDonald, to adjourn the meeting at 10:26 a.m. 
 

MOTION PREVAILED 
 

________________________________       ______________________ 
Ronald Basso, Vice Chairperson   Date Minutes Signed 
 
Prepared by: 
Shellayne Grimes, Executive Secretary  November 20, 2015 
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ADDENDUM #1   
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ADDENDUM #2 
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ADDENDUM #3 
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