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(By authority conferred on the director of the department of licensing and regulatory affairs consumer and industry 
services by sections 16 and 21 of 1974 PA 154 and Executive Reorganization Order Nos. 1996-2, 2003-1, 2008-4, and 
2011-4, MCL 445.2001, 445,2011, 445.2025, and 445.2030 Executive Reorganization Order No. 1996-2, MCL 408.1016, 

408.1021, and 445.2001) 
 

R 408.17421 and R 408.17461 of the Michigan Administrative Code are amended as follows: 
 

PART 74. FIRE FIGHTING 
 
R 408.17421. Fire apparatus generally. 
Rule 7421. (1) Fire apparatus shall be able to stop within 30 feet after application of the brakes at 20 miles per hour. 
(2) Fire apparatus shall be equipped with all of the following items: 
(a) Windshield wipers. 
(b) Head, tail, stop, and backup lights and a backup alarm. 
(c) Horn and siren. 
(d) Slip-resistant steps, tailboard, and work platforms. 
(e) Seat belts for all seated employees. Seat belts shall be used while the apparatus is in motion. 
(f) If an employee is allowed by the employer to ride the apparatus in an unseated position while the apparatus is in 
motion, then the employer shall provide for, and enforce the use of, a safety harness. 
(3) New fire apparatus that is manufactured and purchased after the effective date of these amendatory rules shall meet 
the applicable requirements of the national fire protection association standard NFPA 1901: standard for “Automotive Fire 
Apparatus,” 1999 edition, which is adopted by reference in R 408.17405. 
(4) Fire apparatus using a tillerman or other employees riding on the apparatus remote from the cab shall be equipped 
with a voice communication system or audible signal system at each location of an operating employee. When the audible 
system is used, all of the following signals shall be in effect: 
(a) One long blast means stop. 
(b) Two short blasts mean forward. 
(c) Three short blasts mean reverse. 
(4) (5) An operator of fire apparatus shall not move the equipment when his or her vision is obstructed, except on 
instructions of a designated signalperson. 
(5) (6) A minimum distance of 10 feet from energized equipment or high-voltage transmission lines, as distinguished from 
low voltage secondary lines and series streetlight construction, shall be maintained when using fire apparatus equipped 
with elevating platforms, aerial ladders, or snorkels. The training of fire service personnel shall include development of the 
ability to recognize and identify primary, high-voltage transmission lines and series street lighting construction. 
 
R 408.17461. Inspection of fire apparatus and equipment; record of repair or replacement; lifeline guns and explosive 
devices; apparatus and equipment involved in accident; equipment testing. 
Rule 7461. (1) All of the following items of the fire apparatus, if so equipped, shall be inspected for proper operation and 
for defects at least once a month:  
(a) Windshield washers and wipers. 
(b) Defroster and heater. 
(c) Head, tail, stop, backup, and flasher lights. 
(d) Backup alarm. 
(e) Horn and siren. 
(f) Slip-resistant steps and platforms. 
(g) Tires, rims, and suspension system. 
(h) Steering mechanism. 
(i) Braking system. 
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(j) Operational controls. 
Inspection records shall be maintained for the apparatus. 
(2) Records of repair or replacement shall be maintained for the life of the apparatus. 
(3) Lifeline guns and explosive devices shall be cleaned and made ready for operation after each use. 
(4) Apparatus and equipment involved in an accident shall be inspected by a licensed mechanic and tested before 
subsequent use. 
(4) (5) All portable equipment that is carried on a fire apparatus shall be inspected for operation and for defects at least 
monthly and within 24 hours after any use. Inspection records shall be maintained for portable equipment. 
(5) (6) All equipment which is carried on fire apparatus or which is designated for training shall be tested at least annually 
in accordance with manufacturers’ instructions and applicable standards. 
(6) (7) Fire fighting apparatus and equipment that is found to be defective or in unserviceable condition shall be removed 
from service or repaired or replaced. 
 


