
STATE OF MICHIGAN 
DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS COMMISSION 
 

PROPOSED MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING OF MAY 10, 2016 

LANSING, MICHIGAN 
 
 

The meeting of the Employment Relations Commission was called to order at 
10:09 a.m., by the Commission Chair, Edward D. Callaghan, at the Library of 
Michigan, Lake Superior Room, 720 W. Kalamazoo, Lansing, Michigan. 
 
Those in attendance:  Edward D. Callaghan, Commission Chair; Commissioner 
Robert S. LaBrant and Commissioner Natalie P. Yaw; Ruthanne Okun, Bureau 
Director; Lynn Morison, Staff Attorney; Jim Spalding, Mediation Supervisor; 
Mediator Micki Czerniak; Carl Wexel, Administrative Law Specialist; Ashley 
Olszewski, Paralegal and Nancy Pitt, Executive Secretary. 
 
Public in Attendance:  Attorney Richard Mack, Jr., AFSCME Council 25. 
 
The Commission moved to amend the proposed agenda of the regular MERC 
meeting of May 10, 2016.  The draft decisions in Oakland County Road 
Commission -and- AFSCME Council 25 -and- Road Technicians 
Association for Oakland County, Case No. R16 C-030 and Oakland County 
Road Commission -and- Clerical & Technical Association Road 
Commission for Oakland County, Case No. R16 C-033, were removed from 
Item #7 of the Administrative Agenda to Item #4 and Item #5 of the Decisional 
Agenda.  A vote was called.  Edward D. Callaghan, Aye; Richard S. LaBrant, 
Aye; Natalie P. Yaw, Aye.  The motion passed. 
 
MINUTES 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Yaw and seconded by Commissioner LaBrant to 
adopt the minutes of the regular meeting of April 13, 2016 as proposed.  A vote 
was called.  Edward D. Callaghan, Aye; Robert S. LaBrant, Aye; Natalie P. Yaw, 
Aye.  The motion passed. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
The Act 312 and Fact Finding Reports were reviewed and discussed.  Updates 
were provided by the Director.  There are 15 Act 312 cases and 19 Fact Finding 
cases listed on the reports. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge Reports were reviewed and discussed. Updates 
were provided by the Director. 
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The Event Report was reviewed. 
 
The Representation and Election Reports were reviewed and discussed.  There 
are currently 64 active cases listed on the Representation Case Activity Report. 
 
The Mediation Activities Report was reviewed and discussed. 
 
The Mediation Activities Trends Report was reviewed.  An update was provided 
by Mediation Supervisor Jim Spalding. 
 
The work stoppage regarding the Detroit Public Schools/Detroit Federation of 
Teachers was discussed. 
 
The Appellate Report was reviewed.  There are 12 cases pending before the 
Michigan Court of Appeals and three cases pending before the Michigan 
Supreme Court.   
 
ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA 
 
Updates were provided by the Director on the significant cases report.  It was 
noted that the Hot Issues Report has been reduced significantly by eliminating 
the non-critical cases and unnecessary information.  The Attorney General’s 
Office has given clearance to move forward on cases on hold during the 
bankruptcy involving the City of Detroit. 
 
The Template for Act 312 Arbitration Awards and Fact Finding Reports were 
reviewed by the Commission.  The recommendations of the BER ad hoc group 
regarding the templates were reviewed and considered by the Commission.  The 
Commission moved to adopt the Template for Act 312 Arbitration Awards and the 
Template for Fact Finding Reports as recommended, effective October 1, 2016.  
A vote was called.  Edward D. Callaghan, Aye; Robert S. LaBrant, Aye; Natalie 
P. Yaw, Aye.  The motion passed.  The templates will not require promulgation of 
a rule to implement and require usage as the future service contracts will be 
amended to require use of the approved format.  The templates will be posted on 
MERC’s web-site.  Thanks to Tom Kreis for writing an article on the templates for 
the Law Notes – the newsletter of the Labor and Employment Law Section of the 
State Bar. 
 
The Senate Bills regarding teacher work stoppages (PA 112) are still pending.  
Regarding Senate Bill 713, language was presented as a suggested substitute 
bill for a portion of the legislation.  It is unlikely that any action will be taken this 
week by the Senate on the bill. 
 
Micki Czerniak provided an update on the City of Detroit and DWSD cases.  A 
written “Detroit Stale Case Project” report, compiled by Micki Czerniak and 



 3

Sidney McBride, was provided to the Commission regarding the various open 
cases involving City of Detroit under MERC jurisdiction which were suspended or 
held in abeyance due to matters pending in federal court.  Sidney and Micki are 
working with parties concerning cases pending before the Commission.  
 
Jim Spalding provided an update on the Back to Basics training seminars.  A 
seminar is scheduled in the Kalamazoo area with the Gaylord and Muskegon 
Intermediate School District on May 18.  Jim noted that the Museum/State of 
Michigan Library may be considered as a possible site for the joint program with 
the MERC/NLRB that is tentatively planned in September or October 2016.  A 
meeting is scheduled with Tom Good of the NLRB and DTMB in mid-June to 
discuss the event. 
 
Administrative Law Specialist Carl Wexel was welcomed back to BER by the 
Commission. 
 
The April 2016 Dashboard results were reviewed.  Ashley Olszewski reported 
that BER scored 100% in all targeted areas.  The Commission moved to receive 
the April 2016 Dashboard results and to recognize staff members for an excellent 
Dashboard Report.  A vote was called.  Edward D. Callaghan, Aye; Robert S. 
LaBrant, Aye; Natalie P. Yaw, Aye.  The motion passed. 
 
It was confirmed that the next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 
14, 2016, 10:00 a.m., in the Commission’s offices at 3026 W. Grand Boulevard, 
Suite 2-750, Detroit, Michigan. 
 
DECISIONAL AGENDA 
 
The Commission decided the following matters: 
 

1.  Detroit Public Schools -and- Heather Miller, Case No. C13 B-028. 
 

2.  City of Rochester -and- Rochester Public Employees Association, 
Case No. R15 I-080. 
 

3.  City of Ecorse -and- Ecorse Fire Fighters Local 684, I.A.F.F., Case 
No. C15 I-123. 
 

4. Oakland County Road Commission -and- AFSCME Council 25 -and- 
Road Technicians Association for Oakland County, Case No. R16 C-
030. 
 

5. Oakland County Road Commission -and- AFSCME Council 25 -and- 
Clerical & Technical Association Road Commission for Oakland 
County, Case No. R16 C-033. 
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TENTATIVE DECISIONAL AGENDA, June 2016 
 
DRAFTS 
 

1.  Shiawassee Intermediate School District Education Association, 
MEA/NEA -and- Shiawassee Regional Education Service District, 
Case No. CU15 F-019. 

 
2.  Saginaw Valley State University -and- R. Lee Ross, Case No. C13 J-

175. 
 

3. Macomb County -and- AFSCME Council 25 and its Affiliated Local 
893 -and- John P. Greiner, Case Nos. C13 D-074 & CU13 D-017. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
The Department of Treasury Emergency Manager/Deficit Elimination Plan 
Information – there was no updated information available for review. 

 
The Wage & Hour Division, an agency within LARA, has been transferred from 
MIOSHA to work alongside of BER.  The Wage & Hour staff will be under the 
supervision of Director Okun and Mediation Supervisor Jim Spalding. 
 
Preparation has begun on the 2015-16 Annual Report and has been reassigned 
to Sidney McBride and Carl Wexel from Jim Spalding.  Suggestions and ideas 
were requested for this Annual Report to be shared with Commission Chair 
Callaghan, Director Okun, or to Sidney or Carl. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
The MPELRA Manual is being finalized with a few articles remaining to be 
submitted by Bureau staff.  The deadline for submission has been extended to 
May 31, 2016.     
 
Good Government Coins have been presented by LARA Deputy Director Wanda 
Stokes to Sidney McBride, Denise Hinneburg, Barbara Norris, Deborah Stewart 
and Nancy Pitt in recognition of their participation in the BER IT Project in 
preparation of securing a new case management system for the Bureau. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
There was no public comment. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business before the Commission at this time, 
Commissioner LaBrant moved that the meeting be adjourned at 11:01 a.m.  A 
vote was called.  Edward D. Callaghan, Aye; Robert S. LaBrant, Aye; Natalie P. 
Yaw, Aye.  The motion passed. 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
  
 
 


