
 
 

Updated 9/27/2016 
  Page 1 of 2 

 

CUSTOMER DRIVEN. BUSINESS MINDED. 

BUREAU OF PROFESSIONAL LICENSING 

MICHIGAN OPTOMETRIST LICENSING GUIDE 
 
ELIGIBILITY FOR FULL OPTOMETRIST LICENSE BY EXAMINATION (first license) 
 

• Graduate from an optometry program that is accredited by the Accreditation 
Council on Optometric Education (ACOE) of the American Optometric 
Association (AOA). 

• Pass all parts of the examination administered by the National Board of 
Examiners in Optometry (NBEO). 

• Arrange for submission of verification of licensure in any state where licensed, 
even if the license is no longer active. 

• Submit the Optometry by Examination license application found at 
http://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-27417_27529_27546---,00.html to 
the Michigan Board with a $171.70 fee.  If also applying for a controlled 
substance license (must hold DPA/TPA certification), the fee is $257.55. 

• If applying for certification in Diagnostic Pharmaceutical Agents (DPA) and 
Therapeutic Pharmaceutical Agents (TPA), the appropriate verification of training 
form(s) in the application packet, and a completed Management and Emergency 
Plan with an additional $151.50 fee ($75.75 per certification). 

• Complete and submit the 32-question jurisprudence examination found in the 
application packet. 

• A fingerprint report and criminal background check are required.  Fingerprints 
must be taken using the instructions and ID numbers that are sent to the 
applicant after the license application and fee are received. 

  

ELIGIBILITY FOR FULL OPTOMETRIST LICENSE BY ENDORSEMENT (currently 
licensed in another state) 

• Arrange for submission of verification of licensure in any state or province where 
licensed, even if the license is no longer active.  Must currently hold a license 
granting therapeutic prescriptive certification at the highest level authorized by 
another state or province.   

• Graduate from an optometry program that is accredited by the Accreditation 
Council on Optometric Education (ACOE) of the American Optometric 
Association (AOA). 

• Proof of successfully completing a licensure examination for initial licensure in 
the United States or Canada. 

• If have practiced for a minimum of three of the last four years, must provide 
documentation of practice or a current certificate issued by the Council on 
Endorsed Licensure Mobility for Optometrists (CELMO) of the Association of 
Regulatory Boards of Optometry (ARBO). 

http://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-27417_27529_27546---,00.html
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• If haven't practiced for three out of the last four years, must have passed all parts 
of the examination administered by the National Board of Examiners in 
Optometry (NBEO). 

• Submit the Optometrist by Endorsement license application found at 
http://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-27417_27529_27546---,00.html to 
the Michigan Board with a $121.20 fee.  If also applying for a controlled 
substance license (must hold DPA/TPA certification), the fee is $207.05. 

• Complete and submit the 32-question jurisprudence examination found in the 
application packet. 

• A fingerprint report and criminal background check are required.  Fingerprints 
must be taken using the instructions and ID numbers that are sent to the 
applicant after the license application and fee are received. 
 

ELIGIBILITY FOR OPTOMETRIST LIMITED LICENSE 

• Graduate from an optometry program that is accredited by the Accreditation 
Council on Optometric Education (ACOE) of the American Optometric 
Association (AOA).  

• Must be appointed to a clinical academic faculty position or enrolled in a post-
graduate educational program.  

• Submit the Optometry Limited license application found at 
http://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-27417_27529_27546---,00.html to 
the Michigan Board with a $50.50 fee.   

• A fingerprint report and criminal background check are required.  Fingerprints 
must be taken using the instructions and ID numbers that are sent to the 
applicant after the license application and fee are received. 
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