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1. HOW THE PROFESSION IS ORGANIZED IN MICHIGAN

OVERVIEW

This guide looks at what a foreign-educated podiatrist must do to become eligible for
licensure as a podiatrist in Michigan. At the same time, it includes some background and
tips to give you an idea of the variety of opportunities available as you work to build your
career.

REGULATIONS FOR PODIATRIC MEDICINE PROFESSION IN MICHIGAN

The practice of podiatric medicine in Michigan is regulated by the Department of Licensing
and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) on behalf of the Michigan Board of Podiatric
Medicine. You must be licensed to practice as a podiatrist in Michigan.

The national podiatric medicine exam developed by the National Board of Podiatric
Medical Examiners (NBPME) and the podiatric jurisprudence exam developed and
scored by the State of Michigan are the qualifying examinations for a Michigan
professional podiatrist license. However, these exams are only part of the process that
an international professional podiatrist must complete to practice in Michigan.

This guide assumes that you are an international podiatrist who is beginning to build your
career in the U.S. Therefore, this guide will include steps that are needed to obtain
licensure as a podiatrist in the U.S. including: education, exams and post-graduate
residency or preceptorship program approved by the board.
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2. ELIGIBILITY FOR LICENSING

This section explains important steps you must complete before you can be licensed to
practice podiatric medicine in Michigan. The steps to licensing are as follows:

|. EDUCATION

Hold a U.S. degree in podiatric medicine that has been obtained from a school that is
accredited by the Council on Podiatric Medical Education (CPME) of the American
Podiatric Medical Association (APME).

The CPME does accredit a number of podiatric educational programs so you should
check the list of accredited programs that is available on their website at www.cpme.org.
As well as APME at www.apma.org.

II. POSTGRADUATE TRAINING

Successfully complete 1 year postgraduate residency or preceptorship program approved
by the Board. Certification of completion of postgraduate education shall be accepted by
the board not more than 30 days before completion of the training.

If you have been accepted into an internship or residency program in the state of
Michigan, you must apply  for an educational limited license
(http://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/Podiatry Education _Lmt 455847 7.pdf)
which allows you to practice under the supervision of a licensed podiatrist at an approved
postgraduate educational training program.

FEES: $135 (USD) for both the educational limited license and controlled substance
license.

The educational limited license is linked to the hospital where your training will be given
and is not portable. You cannot legally practice podiatric medicine outside of your training
program until you apply for a full license. You can renew your educational limited license
five times so you can practice up to 6 years with an educational limited license.

.  EXAMS

Successfully pass the National Board of Podiatric Medical Examiners (NBPME) Part | &
Il exam (approval to take Part Il comes later in the licensing process) and the podiatric
jurisprudence exam developed and scored by the State of Michigan. Contact American
Podiatric Medical Licensing Examination for information on registering for the NBPME
exam at www.apmle.com or the American Podiatric Medicine Association at
http://www.apma.org/Education/content.cfm?ltemNumber=1633. The  Michigan
Jurisprudence exam is included in the application packet and you must achieve a
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converted score of not less than 75. This examination assess an applicant’s knowledge
of the laws and administrative rules governing the practice of podiatric medicine and
surgery in Michigan.

IV. SUBMIT YOUR LICENSURE APPLICATION, REQUIRED SUPPORTING
DOCUMENTS AND PAY APPLICATION FEE

Once you have completed your education, postgraduate training, and required exams,
you may apply for a Michigan Podiatric Medicine and Surgery license.

Your application documents that are sent to the Michigan Board of Podiatric Medicine
and Surgery should include:

« Licensure application from LARA that can be downloaded from www.michigan.gov/bpl.
The application form includes information about your education, examinations taken,
and explanations for any “yes” answers on the application disclosure questions. Be
truthful in your application as there are serious consequences for providing false
information.

o« Fee: $120 (USD) for the podiatrist application and $85 (USD) for the controlled
substance license that is needed to prescribe controlled substances. Application fees
must be paid by a check or money order drawn on a U.S. financial institution and made
payable to the State of Michigan. The total fee of $205 (USD) may be made in one
payment.

« Licensure verification from any U.S. or Canadian licensing agency or board in which
you were ever licensed or are currently licensed must be submitted directly from the
licensing agency or board.

« Verification of 1-year postgraduate residency training.

« Verification of passing scores on parts |, Il and Il of the NBPME examination.

o Fingerprint/Criminal Background Check report.

The licensure application and fee are valid for 2 years. If you have not passed the National
Board of Podiatric Medicine Examination (NBPME) or met other licensing requirements
within these 2 years you will need to submit a new application fee to the Michigan Board.

IV. GET FINGERPRINTED AT A MICHIGAN-APPROVED VENDOR FOR A CRIMINAL
RECORD

All directions needed for completing the fingerprint check are provided once your
application is received in this office. You will receive an application confirmation letter
and fingerprint instructions. The cost for the background check is $64.50. Fingerprints
will be checked by both the Michigan State Police and the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI). Go on-line to the approved vendor to set up an appointment. It is critical that you
save the receipt as proof that you have taken this step. You may need to provide it in
case there are any questions about your background check.
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V. REGISTER ONLINE WITH THE AMERICAN PODIATRIC MEDICAL LICENSING
EXAMINATION (APMLE) TO TAKE THE NATIONAL BOARD OF PODIATRIC
MEDICAL EXAMINERS (NBPME) FOR THE EXAMINATION

Register for the NBPME at www.apmle.org so that you will meet the deadline to be eligible
for the next administration of the NBPME. There are fixed examination dates for the
NBPME that include strict deadlines for registration.

2016 Exam Dates

EXAM DATE Online Rggistration Registrqtion
Available Deadline
PART I Thursday May 2, 2016 June 17, 2016
July 7, 2016
Wednesday August 8, 2016 September 18, 2016
October 5, 2016
PART Il | Tuesday November 9, 2015 December 18, 2015
January 5, 2016
Wednesday January 4, 2016 February 5, 2016
February 17, 2016
Wednesday March 14, 2016 April 15, 2016
May 4, 2016
PART Ill | Wednesday April 13, 2016 May 18, 2016
June 1, 2016
Wednesday To be determined To be determined
December 7, 2016

**State Board Deadlines Differ (Check with the State Board. A directory is listed in the
Candidate Bulletin)** - See more at: http://www.apmle.com/about-the-exam/exam-
schedule/#sthash.BZPlewyd.dpuf.

The NBPME fee is $900 for EACH exam.
3. TESTS

To become a licensed podiatrist in Michigan, you must pass all 3 parts of the NBPME
examination. You can go to the following website to obtain a Candidate Bulletin with
detailed information regarding the examinations: http://www.apmle.com/tools-
downloads/bulletins-reqistration/.  Please visit https://www.prometric.com/NBPME
to access the appropriate online registration form. You will need to create an online
account prior to completing & submitting your registration.
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EXAM DESCRIPTIONS

Beginning with the Class of 2015, The APMLE consists of four components: Part I, Part
[l written, Part [| CSPE and Part Ill. The Part | and Part Il written exams are designed to
assess whether a candidate possesses the knowledge required to practice as a minimally
competent entry-level podiatric physician. Part lll is a licensing exam designed to
determine whether a candidate’s knowledge and clinical skills are adequate for safe,
unsupervised practice.

The Part | examination samples the candidate’s knowledge in the basic science areas
of General Anatomy, including embryology, histology, genetics, and geriatrics; Lower
Extremity Anatomy; Biochemistry; Physiology; Microbiology and

Immunology; Pathology; and Pharmacology.

The Part Il written examination samples the candidate’s knowledge in the clinical areas
of Medicine; Radiology; Orthopedics, Biomechanics and Sports Medicine; Anesthesia
and Surgery; and Community Health, Jurisprudence, and Research. A separate
Candidate Information Bulletin for the Part Il written exam is available online at
www.apmle.org. Performance on the Part Il written examination does not impact eligibility
for the Part Il CSPE.

The Part Il Clinical Skills Patient Encounter (Part Il CSPE) assesses proficiency in
podiatric clinical tasks needed to enter residency. Candidates will be expected to perform
a focused physical examination including podiatric and general medicine physical exam
maneuvers appropriate for each patient presentation. Podiatric and general medical
knowledge, verbal and written communication, and interpersonal skills will be assessed
in each exam form. Performance on the Part I CSPE does not impact eligibility for the
Part Il written examination.

The Part lll examination is designed to determine whether a candidate’s knowledge and
clinical skills are adequate for safe, unsupervised practice. The Part Il examination
samples the candidate’s clinical skills in evaluating, diagnosing, and treating patients.
Examples of the application of knowledge may be measured through photographs,
radiographs and case presentations. A separate Candidate

Information Bulletin for the Part Ill exam is available online at www.apmle.org.

EXAM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

Any candidates starting the NBPME’s APMLE examinations after January 1, 2010, must
take and pass the exams in sequential order. The Part | examination must be taken and
passed before the Part Il examinations may be taken. Likewise, the Part Il examinations
must be taken and passed before the Part Il examination may be taken.
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To be eligible to take the Part | examination, a candidate must be confirmed as a
currently enrolled, second-year student by the dean of an accredited podiatric medical
school as listed with the Council on Podiatric Medical Education of the American Podiatric
Medical Association.

To be eligible to take the Part Il written examination, a candidate must have passed the
Part | examination and be confirmed as a currently enrolled student by the dean of an
accredited podiatric medical school as listed with the Council on Podiatric Medical
Education of the American Podiatric Medical Association.

To be eligible to take the Part Ill examination, you must receive authorization from the
state board participating in the Part Il program that will issue the license you are seeking.

SCHEDULING AND TESTING SITE PROCEDURES FOR THE NBPME

Prometric administers the NBPME in testing centers across the U.S, U.S. territories, and
Canada. On the day of the test, you must bring the Scheduling and Admission Permit and
an un-expired government-issued form of identification such as a currently valid passport
or driver’s license that includes both a photograph and your signature. The first and last
names on your identification document must exactly match the name on your Scheduling
and Admission Permit. You should arrive at least a half hour early; you will not be
allowed to take the test if you arrive more than 30 minutes late for your appointment.

WHAT TO BRING TO THE TEST CENTER

You should arrive at least 30 minutes before your scheduled exam appointment. This
allows time for you to sign in and for staff to verify your identification.

Identification required. You must present a valid, non-expired form of identification
before you may test. That identification document must:

« Be government-issued (e.g., driver's license, state-issued identification card,
passport, or military identification card).

« Contain both a current photo and your signature (if it does not, you must present
two identification cards: one with your photo and one with your signature); and

e Have a name that exactly matches the name used on the NBPME registration and
that matches the ATT (including designations such as “Jr.” and “lII”).

If you cannot provide the identification listed above, contact Prometric before scheduling
your appointment to arrange an alternative way to meet this requirement.

If the test center administrator questions your photo identification, a second form of
signature-bearing ID will be required. Acceptable second forms of ID include: valid military
identification card, citizenship card, or a current driver’s license (does not have to have a
photo). All forms of identification must have been signed before the day of test.
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Biometric-enabled check-in. For enhanced security, biometric-enabled check-in is used
at all Prometric test centers. When you arrive at the test center, you are required to sign
a signature log and provide valid identification documentation. The Test Center
Administrator (TCA) will then scan your identification document. The scanner reads the
magnetic strip or barcode on the identification document and extracts the information.
Next, you will be required to enroll your fingertip pattern. By placing the finger closest to
the thumb on each hand on a fingertip scanner, the TCA will capture your fingertip pattern
template. The identification document information and fingertip pattern create a record,
completing the biometric enrollment process. If you are a return test taker, you will only
be required to provide one fingertip swipe on the scanner after presenting valid, current
ID. For breaks, the date and time you enter and exit the exam room will be recorded along
with your signature. The signature log will be verified against the signature on your
identification documents. You will also provide a digital fingertip swipe during each exit or
entry from the exam room.

CONFIRMATION EMAIL

Upon completion of the scheduling process, a confirmation email is sent containing your
test authorization number, identification number, and the date time and location of the
exam. If any information on the confirmation notice is incorrect, if you have not received
your confirmation notice before your exam date, or if you lose your confirmation email,
you can log back in to your dashboard and request a duplicate confirmation.

TEST CENTER LOCATIONS

Test centers within a 50-mile radius of the nine schools of podiatric medicine have a
reserved number of seats on each Part | exam date. This includes exam sites in or near
Chicago, Cleveland, Des Moines, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, Philadelphia, Phoenix,
and San Francisco. Testing is available at any one of our Prometric test center locations.
You can go online to check for test locations and schedule your exam by going to
www.prometric.com/NBPME.

EXAM OVERVIEW

You will take your exam using a computer at a Prometric test center. Before you start the
exam, you will receive a personalized introduction to the testing system and you can go
through an introductory tutorial on the computer. The tutorial is not included as part of the
testing time. You may review this tutorial online before you take your exam at
www.apmle.org.

The test center administrator will provide you with a packet of scratch paper that may be
replaced as needed during testing. You may not bring your own scratch paper or pencil
to the exam. The test center administrator will collect all scratch paper (used and unused)
upon completion of the exam. Removing scratch paper from the test center is considered
an act of misconduct.
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At the beginning of the exam, you will be asked to read and signify assent to the terms
and conditions of the Confidentiality and Conduct Agreement.

You will have up to five hours for your APMLE appointment. Four hours are allotted for
exam completion and up to one hour is designated for check-in, breaks (unscheduled),
and an end-of-exam questionnaire. The time remaining for your exam (beginning at 4:00
hours) is displayed in the upper right-hand corner of the computer screen. There are no
scheduled breaks. You must remain in your seat during the exam except when authorized
to leave by a test center staff member.

The timer will continue to run and will not be turned off for unscheduled breaks. If there is
a power outage, the time will stop counting down. When power is restored, the exam will
resume at the point where it left off.

The Part | & Il exams are each comprised of 205 questions. You can use the content
outlines in this Bulletin (beginning on Page 18) to prepare for your exams. The exams
are based on these content outlines.

Each question is presented only once. Once you move from one question to the next,
you will not be able to return to a previous question.

You should look for the response that best answers the question and not be misled by
other choices that might be only partially true. Answer every question. The answers you
record determine your final score. Even if you are unsure of an answer, it may be better
to guess. You will not receive credit for any unanswered questions.

No candidate is expected to obtain a perfect score. However, in the opinion of the
examination committees of the NBPME, every candidate should have some degree of
familiarity with the subject matter of each question.

Questions are given in four (4) different formats. They are as follows:

1. HIGHLIGHT AND STRIKE-OUT FEATURE
To highlight or strike-out specific text, select the desired text by positioning the
mouse pointer directly before the first letter you want to highlight or strike-out and
press the left-mouse down. While holding the left-mouse button down, slide or drag
the mouse until all desired text is selected, and then release the mouse button.
Once you have selected the desired text, click on the highlight or strike-out button
located in the upper right corner of the screen.

To remove highlighting or the strike-out, select the exact text that you want to
remove the highlight or strike-out, and click on the corresponding button again.
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It is important to remember that marking with the highlight feature or the strike-out
feature does NOT select an answer. Only the filled in circle indicates a selected
answer.

2. SINGLE-ANSWER MULTIPLE CHOICE
This item type has four answer options. You will select the single correct answer.
An asterisk indicates the correct answer to each sample question (*).
1. Which of the following bones contains the quadrate tubercle?
A. The ilium
* B. The femur
C. The tibia
D. The ischium
2. In the casting treatment for talipes equinovarus, the last component of the
deformity to be corrected is the
A. adduction component
B. inversion component
* C. equinus component
D. internal torsional component at the tibia

3. CHECK ALL THAT APPLY
This item type has five options with two or three correct responses. You are told in
the stem of the item the number of responses to select. An asterisk indicates the
correct answer to each sample question (*).
1. Which of the following drugs are effective against Candida albicans? Select the
three that apply.
* A. Clotrimazole
* B. Miconazole
* C. Haloprogin
D. Tolnaftate
E. Griseofulvin
2. Which of the following procedures may be utilized for the correction of a cavus
foot deformity? Check the three that apply.
A. Young’s tenosuspension
* B. Jones’ procedure
C. Kidner’s procedure
* D. Cole’s osteotomy
* E. Dwyer’s calcaneal osteotomy

4. DRAG AND DROP

This item type has two sets of panels — source panels on the left and target panels
on the right. You are asked to use the mouse to drag each source panel to its
appropriate target panel. The most common use of this item type is to list
information in its proper sequence. The correct answers to each sample question
are indicated in parentheses ().
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1. The secondary centers of ossification in the femur develop in which order, from
first to last? (Use your mouse to drag each component on the left to its appropriate
location on the right.)

A. Head 1. place 1sthere _ (B)

B. Distal Plate 2. place 2nd here ___ (A)___

C. Lesser trochanter 3. place 3rd here (D)

D. Greater trochanter 4. place 4th here __ (C)___

2. Which of the following represents the correct sequence of the steps in a McBride
bunionectomy? (Match each lettered component [A-E] to its appropriate numbered
location [1-5].)

A. Section of the deep transverse intermetatarsal ligament 1. place 1st here
__©)__

B. Release of the conjoined adductor tendon 2. place 2nd here __ (E)____

C. Medial capsulotomy 3. place 3rd here __ (A)____

D. Removal of the fibular sesamoid 4. place 4th here __ (B)__

E. Exostectomy 5. place 5th here (D)

ADDITIONAL — IMAGE CLICK
This item type requires that you place a mark on a specific area within an image.

1. Click on the insertion of the fibularis (peroneus) brevis tendon.
The correct answer is indicated by an “X” on the graphic to the right.

2. Click on the variant secondary center of ossification on the radiograph.
The correct answer is indicated by a “circle” on the graphic to the right.

PRACTICING FOR THE NBPME

You can access the Part | & Il Practice Tests at www.ibt.prometric.com/nbpme. Once at
the site, you must select “first-time registration” to proceed. You may also download a
practice test from www.apmle.orqg.

How well you do on a practice test does not predict your results on your actual test.
However, if your practice test scores are low, you may want to complete additional study
before taking the actual exams. Many study materials are available through libraries,
schools, and bookstores. Consult your school for textbook references. Because of the
number, the diversity of approach and the currency of publications, neither Prometric
nor the NBPME lists or recommends study materials.

EXAM SCORING

Scores on the APMLE are determined by converting the number of questions answered
correctly out of the number of questions administered to a scale that ranges from
approximately 55 to beyond 75. The scale passing score has been set by the NBPME at
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75, which corresponds to a level of achievement judged by the Board to represent
minimum competency to practice podiatric medicine.

Passing candidates will receive a score report with a “Pass” indicated. Failing candidates
will receive a report with a failing scale score (between 55 and 74). Exam reviews are
not permitted.

Failing candidates will also receive diagnostic indicators for the seven basic science
subjects included in the Part | exam and diagnostic indicators for the five clinical science
areas included in the Part Il exam. The diagnostic indicators are intended to help identify
areas of strength and weakness for further study; they are not to be used for pass/fail
determination or any other use that would lead to unreliable decisions. Candidates who
fail the exam must retake it in its entirety.

There is no limit imposed by NBPME to the number of times you may take the exam, as
long as you meet eligibility requirements, however, some states do place a limit on the
number of times a candidate may be examined and still receive a license. You should
consult individual state boards for more information about possible state-specific
requirements and limitations.

The total score scale makes it possible to compare candidates’ scores on a specific exam
to scores on other forms of the same exam given the standard adopted by the NBPME.
Candidates’ scores are converted to scaled scores in such a way that a particular score
corresponds to the same level of achievement regardless of the form of the exam actually
taken. In other words, a score of 75 on a specific exam has the same meaning as a score
of 75 on any form of the exam. This means a candidate will not be penalized if the form
of the exam taken is harder than the one given to another candidate.

SCORE RELIABILITY

Reliability refers to the consistency of exam scores, the consistency with which
candidates are classified as either passing or failing, and the degree to which exam
scores are free from errors of measurement. Errors of measurement may result from
factors related to the exam, such as specific questions asked and an examinee’s
preparedness, or from factors not related to the exam, such as fatigue, personal interests,
or the attentiveness of an examinee on the day of the test. A person’s score will not be
perfectly consistent from one occasion to the next. The estimated percentage of
candidates obtaining the same passing or failing classification each time they take the
test is about 90% for Part .

DETERMINATION OF PASSING SCORES

The criterion-referenced method approved by the NBPME to determine passing scores
for the standard setting forms of Part | exams was noted by William H. Angoff in 1971.
The Angoff method is based on the idea that, since qualified persons should pass the
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exam while unqualified persons should fail, the candidate who scores exactly at the
pass/fail point should be one whose level of knowledge is at the borderline between
qualified and unqualified.

You will receive your exam results approximately four weeks following the exam
administration. Exam results are released to you by Prometric via mail and will also be
posted online in “My Dashboard”. Any inquiries regarding exam results should be directed
to Prometric at 877.302.8952. However, please not due to confidentiality and privacy
issues, exam results will not be released over the phone, by fax, or by any other
electronic transmission.

When you sign the AMPLE Part | examination application form, you agree to have your:
* Passing Score, communicated as “PASS” and reported to the School in which you are
enrolled or have graduated from and CASPR.

* Failing Score, communicated as “FAIL” and reported to CASPR.

* Failing Score, communicated as “FAIL” with diagnostic indicators of areas of Marginal
and/or Deficient performance, and reported to the School in which you are enrolled or
have graduated from.

VOIDING EXAM RESULTS

If you do not want your examination scores released to you and communicated as
denoted above, you must send a written request to nbpmeinquiry@prometric.com
within 24 hours of taking the exam. If processed, this action is irrevocable.

The request not to have scores reported must include: 1) your name; 2) the name of the
school where you are enrolled or have graduated from; and 3) the name of the
examination for which you do not want your scores reported.

No refund of any fees will be made on exams that are voided at a candidate’s request. A
new registration form and fee must be submitted in order for a candidate to retake the
exam.

SCORE REPORT REQUESTS

Within 10 days of receipt of a written request, Prometric will send a copy of your Part |
exam results, bearing the seal of the NBPME, to any state licensing board or federal
agency. You may obtain a score report request form online at www.apmle.org. Requests
cannot be made by phone.

While the NBPME makes the data and information available to states, it does not attempt
to analyze or interpret results. Each state board determines whether and how to accept
and use APMLE exam result information according to state statutes/regulations.
Candidates are advised to contact individual state boards to determine how that particular
state uses the APMLE scores.
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REFUND/RESCHEDULING POLICIES

If you submit your registration form and fee and are then deemed ineligible to sit for the
examination, you will receive a refund of $800. A $100 service charge is withheld by
NBPME.

If you cancel a scheduled exam 28 days prior to the exam date, you may request a refund
(exam fee minus $100 service charge). All requests for refunds must be made in writing
to Prometric. You must also notify Prometric in writing of your cancellation intention by
faxing your request to 800.813.6670, emailing to nbpmeinquiry@prometric.com, or by
mailing to the address indicated in the bulletin on page 2. If you need to cancel your exam
11 to 28 days prior to your scheduled exam date, you will not receive a refund. However,
you may reschedule your exam one time for a $100 fee. To reschedule, you must submit
a new application and the $100 fee. The exam must be rescheduled within the next two
exam administrations. If you do not reapply within the two subsequent exam
administrations, you will forfeit your fee.

You will not be entitled to a refund of your exam registration fee if you:

Fail to appear for your scheduled exam.

Appear without proper identification and are refused entry.

Show up more than 30 minutes after the scheduled exam start time and are
refused admission to the exam.

4. Change or cancel a test 10 days or less before the scheduled exam.

whn e

If you need to reschedule an exam appointment because of a medical emergency, you
must mail a written request and official documentation, such as a doctor’s letter, to
nbpmeinquiry@prometric.com. Such a request must be made within the two-week
period following the scheduled exam date. No refund of exam fees is guaranteed.

4. TIME AND COSTS

Successful licensing as a Podiatrist in Michigan depends on many factors. Some of these
include:

o The completeness of your educational and professional credentials and the speed of
their collection and assessment.

e Your performance on the State Jurisprudence Exam.

e Your performance on the NBPME.

e Your ability to complete a 1 year postgraduate residency.

We provide two scenarios below to show some outcomes that immigrant professionals
may experience when they seek a Podiatric Medicine and Surgery license in Michigan.
Please consider these scenarios as two examples out of many possibilities. Your
experience will vary.
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Two Hypothetical Scenarios for Licensing as a Podiatrist:

Step

1.NBPME

2.Find
Internship/Residency

3.Postgraduate
Training Verification
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More Efficient Scenario
Approximate
Time and Cost

You have been using a study

course and preparing full-time for

a year for the NBPME exams.
You take Part I, passing in 9
months with good scores.

You take Part Il in Los Angeles 6

months later and have minimal
travel and accommodations.
2 1/2 years + $5,400

It takes you just one year to
research intern/residency

programs and find an acceptable
match, because you are willing to
relocate and invest great effort in

marketing your skills.

You travel to several sites for
interviews.

2 years + $3,000

Your Michigan

internship/residency program is a

big help to you as you prepare
your application.

It takes 1 month to prepare your
application and 1 month to be
approved.
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Less Efficient Scenario
Approximate
Time and Cost

Problems with your
documents and with proper
translations take you 6 months
to resolve and are expensive.
You must pay others in your
country to visit institutions for
you.

You study for your exams
while working full-time. After 1
year you apply for the Part |
exam.

Your file is complete in 6 more
months but you fail Part 1 on
the first try.

You take another year to
prepare and pass, but your
grade is not exceptional.

You take Part Il in Houston 1
year later and must pay for
travel and accommodations.
You pass on the first try.

4 1/2 years + $7,150

You have difficulties with the
match and go through the
application process several
times

You succeed after you
become more flexible in
acceptable residencies

You travel to several sites for
interviews each year you go
through the match process.
4 years + $7,000

You do your application with
very little help and have
difficulties with some of the
paperwork. You turn in your
fingerprints last and must wait
4 months for them to be
processed.



Step

4.Michigan Podiatric
License

More Efficient Scenario
Approximate
Time and Cost

2 months + $600

You pass Part 3 exam after your
first year of internship/residency.
You apply for your license as
soon as you are eligible (after 1
year of internship/residency) and

you are approved 6 months later.

1 year + $900 Part llI

More Efficient Total

About 5 1/2 years + $10,980
(plus 1-5 years to finish your
residency)

5. OTHER CAREERS AND CREDENTIALS

LOWER-LEVEL OPPORTUNITIES

You may want to consider if taking a lower-level job in healthcare in the short-term can
help you meet longer-term goals of becoming licensed as a Podiatrist. Working in
healthcare in a different way and with fewer responsibilities may offer you some
advantages, such as:

Less Efficient Scenario
Approximate
Time and Cost

e Your application is complete

after 5 months and it takes 2
months to approve it.

e 7 months + $900

e You pass Part lll exam after

your first year of residency.

e You apply for your license as

soon as you are eligible and
you are approved 6 months
later

e 1year+ $900 Part lll

Less Efficient Total

About 10 years + $16,390
(plus 1-5 years to finish your
residency)

* Your employer may pay for some costs associated with licensing
* You can focus more energy on studying

* You will have a chance to adapt to the U.S. healthcare system and workplace

culture in a lower-pressure environment

*  An opportunity to network with U.S. healthcare professionals, which may prove

more useful when gathering Letters of Recommendation for your application

You may immediately qualify for several hospital staff positions which require little or no
additional training, such as Phlebotomy Technician. Some immigrant professionals find

jobs as healthcare educators, or use language skills as medical interpreters.

You should be honest with your employer about your long-term plans and be sure that
they have benefits such as paying for your tuition or schedule flexibility that will support

your goals.
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HEALTHERCARE INTERPRETER

If you are bilingual and a strong communicator, you may want to research opportunities
for work in hospitals or other health care settings as an interpreter. This type of role is not
regulated in Michigan, so standards for employment as well as pay and benefits may be
very different depending on the employer. You are more likely to have benefits such as
tuition reimbursement if you find work as a direct employee of a healthcare facility, instead
of working for a company that provides interpretation services to hospitals. You may want
to begin your research by directly contacting human resource departments at hospitals.

6. BEYOND LICENSING
MAINTAINING LICENSURE

Podiatrist must renew their license every two (2) years. Licenses expire on December 31
every two years. LARA sends a notice reminding you to renew your license, so be certain
to keep your contact information up-to-date with their office. You are responsible for
renewing your license even if you do not receive a notice from the Department. You must
renew online. The cost to renew on time is $110 for the veterinary license and $150 for
the controlled substance license. You will have sixty days after the expiration date in
which you may continue to practice without a lapse in your license as long as you renew
within that sixty-day grace period. If you do not renew during that grace period, the
expiration date of your license will revert to December 31. Be careful: if you continue to
practice after your license has expired (lapsed), you could have disciplinary action taken
against you. If your license does expire, you will be required to apply for relicensure to
reactivate your license.

CONTINUING EDUCATION

Michigan Podiatric Medicine and Surgery license must be renewed every three years
through the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, Bureau of Professional
Licensing. Your license will expire on March 31. You are responsible for renewing your
license even if you do not receive a notice from the Department. You must renew online.
The cost to renew on time is $285 for the podiatric medicine and surgery license and $225
for the controlled substance license. You will have sixty days after the expiration date in
which you may continue to practice without a lapse in your license as long as you renew
within that sixty-day grace period. If you do not renew during that grace period, the
expiration date of your license will revert to March 31. If you continue to practice after
your license has expired (lapsed), you could have disciplinary action taken against you.
If your license does expire, you will be required to apply for relicensure to reactivate your
license.
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Every time you renew your license you must state that you have met a 150-hour
Continuing Medical Education requirement or CME with at least 1 continuing podiatric
medical education hour in pain and symptom management in each renewal period. You
need to keep the information on file in case you are audited. There are many opportunities
to earn these hours, but special rules apply. You should check the Department website
for details, or consider joining a professional association that offers CME opportunities to
members.

LICENSING MOBILITY (ENDORSEMENT/RECIPROCITY)

The State of Michigan grants licensing to Podiatrists either by examination (the process
described in this topic) or by endorsement. A podiatrist licensed in another state, who
wants to practice in Michigan, must independently meet all Michigan requirements for
licensing. If you become licensed in Michigan and want to practice podiatric medicine and
surgery in another state, you will need to research the legal requirements for that state.

7. IMPORTANT LINKS
MICHIGAN REGULATION:

e« The Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) website
includes general licensing information regarding practicing medicine in Michigan —
www.michigan.gov/healthlicense

e The Public Health Code that regulates licensing for all health professions can be read
at
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(zdzgdxnz3wbaxgcasxud5nzw))/mileg.aspx?page=
getObject&objectName=mcl-368-1978-15

e The Public Health Code that regulates controlled substances can be read at:
http://leqgislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-368-1978-7

e The law that regulates licensing for all health professions including podiatrists can be
read at http://www.legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-368-1978-15

« The main page for the licensing of any health profession is www.michigan.gov/bpl.

o Direct page for the licensing of podiatrist is http://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-
154-72600 72603 27529 27551---,00.html

e The Administrative Rules governing podiatric medicine practice in Michigan are
located at: http://w3.lara.state.mi.us/orr/Files/AdminCode/1596 2015-
087LR_AdminCode.pdf

Department contact information: Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, Bureau
of Professional Licensing, PO Box 30670, Lansing MI 48909. Telephone Number 517-
373-8068; Fax: 517- 335-2044. Email: bplhelp@michigan.gov.
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TESTING INFORMATION

« NBPME Exam Application — National Board of Podiatric Medical Examiners
- www.apmle.org

e Prometric administers the NBPME - https://www.prometric.com/NBPME

e You can access the Part | & Il Practice Tests at www.ibt.prometric.com/nbpme. Once
at the site, you must select “first-time registration” to proceed. You may also download
a practice test from www.apmle.org.

o Exam Review information — Exam reviews are not permitted per APMLE.

NATIONAL AND STATE RESOURCES

« American Association of Colleges of Podiatric Medicine (AACPM) Website:
WWWw.aacpm.org

e The American Podiatric Medical Association (APMA) is a national organization that
represents podiatrists and advocates for podiatric medicine issues. www.apma.org.

« The Michigan Podiatric Medical Association (MPMA) is a state organization that
represents podiatrists and advocates for podiatric medicine issues in
Michigan. Phone: 517-484-4593 or their website at: www.mpma.org.
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