	Subject:  Asbestos


	Topic:  Identifying Asbestos-Containing Materials


	Question:  Are employers/building owners required to identify all materials not assumed to be negative for asbestos before work is done in a building and/or facility?  Some materials assumed to be negative for asbestos are amorphous glass, metal, and wood. 


	Answer:  The State of Michigan Asbestos Program does not require employers and buildings owners to collect all materials not assumed to be asbestos-negative.  Part 305 Asbestos for General Industry and Part 602 Asbestos Standards for Construction require employers and building owners to identify thermal system insulation and sprayed- or troweled-on surfacing materials in buildings as asbestos-containing, unless they can rebut the designation utilizing the AHERA (Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act) protocol.  Asphalt and vinyl flooring material installed no later than 1980 must also be considered as asbestos-containing unless an industrial hygienist determines that it is asbestos-free using recognized analytical techniques.  If the employer or building owner has actual knowledge, or should have known through the exercise of due diligence, that other materials contain asbestos, they too must be treated as such.  Other materials that typically contain asbestos include but are not limited to ceiling tiles, asbestos-cement products, window glazing, “felt” paper floor underlayment, and joint compound.

In the State of Michigan, in a school building, or a public or commercial building, material samples must be collected by a person who has received a certificate of accreditation and maintains annual reaccreditation through training, examination, and continuing education under Act 440 of 1988 (Asbestos Workers Accreditation Act); except a person who is certified by the American Board of Industrial Hygiene as a Certified Industrial Hygienist may collect samples without a certificate of accreditation.  Please note that Sec. 2 of Act 440 of 1988 defines an exception to this accreditation requirement for limited scope inspections.  See Sec. 2 of Act 440 of 1988 for the description of this exception.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 602. Asbestos Standards for Construction.  Act 440 of 1988 Asbestos Workers Accreditation Act


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:       


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Part 305. Asbestos for General Industry


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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