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By:  Scott Thelen 
Industrial Hygienist, Asbestos Program, Construction Safety and Health Division
QUESTIONS:
1. Asbestos is ___________?

A. A naturally occurring silicate-based mineral obtained by mining
B. A material created by a manufacturing process
C. An organic material grown in a lab
D. A naturally occurring cellulose based insulator 
2. Asbestos has been used since approximately what year?
A. 1850
B. 1981
C. 1492
D. 2500 B.C.
3. The most common reason asbestos was used during the manufacture of materials is?
A. Strengthening
B. Insulation (Heat loss or gain)
C. Sound Absorption 
D. Anti-corrosive
E. Insulation (Electrical)
F. All of the above

4. Asbestos was used in approximately ______ different products during the last 100 years.

A. 300 
B. 10
C. 3,000
D. 1,000
E. 1
5. Inhalation of asbestos fibers can cause? (Choose all the correct answers)
A. Lung Cancer
B. Asbestosis 
C. Burning lungs and coughing
D. Mesothelioma
E. Sneezing
6. True or False.  It is currently illegal to import, use or manufacture asbestos-containing products in the United States.

7. The largest active producer of asbestos today is _________.

A. China

B. Russia

C. United States

D. Canada

8. True or False.  An asbestos containing material is one which contains greater than 1% asbestos.
9.  True or False.  The term “friable” means a material can be easily crushed or pulverized by hand pressure.

10. True or False.  The most common form of asbestos found in asbestos-containing products is chrysotile asbestos.  
11. Asbestos related work, including installation, removal and transportation is regulated by what agencies in Michigan?  (Choose all correct answers.)

A. MIOSHA 

B. Local health departments 

C. Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) 

D. Michigan State Police (MSP) 

E. Local building departments
F. Federal OSHA
12. True or False.  There are 4 types of asbestos work defined by Part 602 Asbestos Standards for Construction.
13. Which of the following types of asbestos training allow employees to remove asbestos?  

A. Asbestos Awareness Training
B. Class I Training
C. Class III Training 
D. Class IV Training
E. Class II Training
14. True or False.  Approval and auditing of asbestos training courses is regulated under Part 602 Asbestos Standards for Construction. 
15. Which of the following are types of asbestos work requiring accreditation under the Asbestos Public Act 440 of 1988 the Worker Accreditation Act?  (Choose all correct answers.)
A. Abatement Worker (32 hour) 
B. Inspector 
C. Asbestos Air Monitor
D. Management Planner 
E. Contractor/Supervisor
F. Project Designer
G. All of the above
16.  True or False – A contractor listed as an exempt trade group under Public Act 135 of 1986, the Asbestos Abatement Contractors Licensing Act [Section 207(2)] may perform a limited amount of asbestos removal without an Asbestos Abatement Contractor License?
17.  True or False – An individual with a card issued by the MIOSHA Asbestos Program may perform asbestos abatement on his/her own.

ANSWERS:
1. A – A naturally occurring silicate-based mineral obtained by mining.

2. D – 2500 B.C.

3. F – All of the above.
4. C – 3,000.
5.  A, B, and D – Asbestos fibers typically do not cause immediate health effects and are odorless and tasteless.
6. False.  In 1989 the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued the Asbestos Ban and Phase Out Rule which was subsequently overturned in the case of Corrosion Proof Fittings v. EPA, 947 F.2d 1201 (5th Cir. 1991). This ruling leaves many consumer products that can still legally contain trace amounts of asbestos.  Some products containing greater than 1% asbestos are still manufactured today.
7. B – Russia.  In 2006, 2.3 million metric tons of asbestos were mined worldwide, in 11 or 12 countries. Russia was the largest producer with about 40.2% world share followed by China (19.9%), Kazakhstan (13.0%), Canada (10.3%), and Brazil (9.9%). (Wikipedia)
8. True.  This definition is the one set forth by both federal OSHA and the U.S. EPA.  A material may contain asbestos, but at less than the 1% level and not be considered “asbestos containing” per the legal definition.
9. True.  Please note, although friable and friability are used commonly when referring to asbestos and asbestos related work, it has no bearing on whether or not Part 602 Asbestos Standards for Construction or Part 305 Asbestos for General Industry apply.  All asbestos-containing materials, friable or not, are covered by the two standards.  Friability is used when determining applicability of Public Act 135 the Asbestos Abatement Contractors Licensing Act (PA 135).
10. True.  Of the 6 types of asbestos, chrysotile asbestos (commonly referred to as white asbestos) was used in about 95% of the products manufactured with asbestos.  Amosite (brown asbestos) and crocidolite (blue asbestos) are the other forms that were used in manufacturing of various products.  The three other recognized types of asbestos are tremolite, actinolite and anthophyllite.  Tremolite is the type of asbestos most often associated with the vermiculite insulation.
11. A, C, D and F – MIOSHA regulates asbestos (both construction and general industry) from the worker protection standpoint.  Federal OSHA regulates asbestos in ship breaking and other maritime activities (asbestos was commonly used in shipbuilding for many years) and for federal employees.  The MDEQ regulates asbestos under the National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP), which is designed to protect the general public and the environment.  MSP regulates asbestos when it is transported utilizing Michigan roadways.
12. True.  The four types are Class I, Class II, Class III and Class IV asbestos work
13. B, C, and E – Neither Asbestos Awareness Training or Class IV asbestos work provide the level of training required to remove asbestos-containing materials or clean-up asbestos-containing debris.
14. False – Although specific training for the different classes of work is required pursuant to Part 602 (k)(9), approvals for, and periodic auditing of accredited training courses is conducted under Public Act 440 of 1988 Asbestos Workers Accreditation Act (PA 440).  This act is administered by the MIOSHA Asbestos Program and is modeled on the U.S. EPA’s Model Accreditation Plan (MAP).
15. A, B, D, E and F – There are 5 types of worker accreditation in Michigan; however the state does not require accreditation to perform air monitoring for either personal or area monitoring during asbestos work.
16. True.  However, it is very important to note this is only a limited exemption for licensing of exempt trade group removing less than 160 square feet or 260 linear feet of asbestos-containing materials incidental to their licensed trade.  Notification pursuant to section 220(2) of PA 135 and employee training required by both PA 440 and Part 602 still apply.
17. False.  The cards issued by the MIOSHA Asbestos Program, although they appear similar in appearance to Michigan drivers license, are not a license, they are an “accreditation” card.  Asbestos abatement of friable asbestos materials requires a license issued by the MIOSHA Asbestos Program.  Accredited individuals may only perform friable removal for a company that is a licensed asbestos abatement contractor (PA 135).
