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WHAT’S HAPPENING 
 

14th, 15th and 16th Michigan Worker Deaths of 2014   

The 14th, 15th and 16th Michigan worker deaths of 2014 are summarized below.  Employers and 
employees are urged to use extreme care and safety diligence in all work activities.  
 
Summary of incident #14:  On June 2, 2014, at approximately 9:45 pm, a 31 year old warehouse 
employee was loading steel pipes on to a trailer using an overhead crane. During the loading 
process, the load may have shifted striking the worker.  
 
Summary of incident #15:  On June 13, 2014, at approximately 9:00 am, a 46 year old employee 
was killed when a section of a tree he was cutting fell and struck him in the head. The tree being 
cut had a rotted center and split into several pieces upon hitting other trees during its fall.  
 
Summary of incident #16:  On June 14, 2014, at approximately 6:10 pm, a 54 year old overhead 
lineman received an electric shock while replacing a pole top transformer. The employee passed 
away on June 16th due to injuries sustained from the electric shock on June 14th.          
 
There were 27 MIOSHA-related deaths in 2013 & 2012. 2009 saw the lowest number with 24.    
If you need help or assistance in ensuring your workplace is safe, MIOSHA is here with 
resources to help.  The Consultation Education & Training (CET) Division provides workplace 
safety and health training and consultations to employers and employees throughout Michigan 
free of charge.  Contact CET today at (800) 866-4674 or submit a request online at 
www.michigan.gov/cetrca. View the Annual Fatality Information chart, which shares preliminary 
details about the fatalities reported to MIOSHA this year, by clicking on the link provided, or visit 
our website.   
 
Every life is precious.  Our mutual goal must be that every employee goes home at the end of 
their shift every day!  

 

Residential Construction Initiative  

Residential construction has experienced moderate growth over the past few years which 
contributed to the higher injury rates and fatalities for construction in Michigan.  According to the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the total case incident rate (TCIR) for Michigan construction 
increased from 2.6 injuries and illnesses per 100 full-time workers in 2011 to 5.0 in 2012.  Over 
the last five years over 37% of construction fatalities in Michigan have occurred in the residential 
industry.   

 

For more frequent 

updates on MIOSHA 

activities:  

Like us on   or 

Follow us on . 

  

If this email was 

forwarded to you and 

you would like to 

subscribe, please visit 

our website.  

Register for your FREE 

MIOSHA eNews today! 

  

 

http://www.michigan.gov/cetrca
http://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-61256_11407-302610--,00.html
http://www.facebook.com/MichiganOSHA
http://www.twitter.com/MI_OSHA
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MILARA/subscriber/topics?qsp=MILARA_7


 On May 15, 2014, MIOSHA launched a Residential Construction Initiative to assist residential 
builders in protecting their workers from the most common serious hazards associated with 
residential construction. Over 4,900 letters were sent to Michigan residential contractors 
announcing this initiative. The Construction Safety and Health Division (CSHD), Consultation 
Education and Training (CET) Division, and the Home Builders Association (HBA) of Michigan 
are partners in this initiative. The initiative will be in effect for one year.  
 
The key components of this initiative are: 

 A Residential Construction Local Emphasis Program (LEP) – Focusing resources on 
inspections of single and multi-family home construction.  Inspections will focus on the 
“Top 5” serious hazard categories commonly associated with residential construction.  
The “Top 5” categories are:  
 

1) Falls                
2) Scaffolds  
3) Ladders  
4) PPE/Tool Guarding 
5) Electrical  

 
A Residential Inspection Checklist and information to assist the employer in identifying 
common hazards will be distributed during inspections.  

 

 A new webpage has been developed which provides residential builder employers and 
employees with an easy one-stop link to access residential-specific information, (e.g., 
case studies, fact sheets, tool box talks, training materials and seminars, and webcasts). 
Check it out at www.michigan.gov/miosharesidential. 
 

 The MIOSHA CET Division and the HBA of Michigan are offering “Safety in Residential 
Construction” seminars through local home building chapters around the state.  For 
more information contact the CET Division at 517.322.1809 or go to 
www.michigan.gov/mioshatraining.  You can also go to the HBA of Michigan website at 
www.buildingmichigan.org and click on the education link to see a list of seminars 
offered by local home builder associations.  

 

 Residential contractors across Michigan are invited to participate in a special Building 
Up Residential Safety Day on August 14, 2014.  MIOSHA compliance and consultation 
staff will visit Michigan residential worksites. These visits will focus on specific 
hazards/areas as requested by the employer. There will be NO CITATIONS and NO 
PENALTIES for participating residential workplaces. Participants must register to 
participate and agree to correct all serious conditions. Call 517-322-1809 to register and 
set up the time and place for us to visit one of your worksites.  The deadline to submit a 
request is July 23, 2014.    

 
Please spread the word about this initiative and get residential employers signed up for 
one of the seminars and Building Up Residential Safety Day! 

 
General Industry Standard Revisions 

Two revised General Industry Safety Standards became effective on April 11, 2014. They are 

Part 33, Personal Protective Equipment and Part 37, Accident Prevention Signs and Tags; they 

were revised based on recommendations from the Office or Regulatory Reinvention (ORR) 

Workplace Safety Rules Advisory Committee. Both standards had significant revisions, and a 

review of those changes would be advisable. 

   

The revised standards are available on the website: 
www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-61256_11407_15368-39941--,00.html 

 
Implementation of the revised standards and their effective dates may be found using the 
following link:   
www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/lara_miosha_1_Standards_Progress_Table_a_418480_7.pdf 

 

http://www.michigan.gov/miosharesidential
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshatraining
http://www.buildingmichigan.org/
http://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-61256_11407_15368-39941--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/lara_miosha_1_Standards_Progress_Table_a_418480_7.pdf


 

AGENCY INSTRUCTIONS/MEMOS ISSUED 

June 5, 2014 – MIOSHA-MEMO-ADM-08-9R2, Targeting Industries Under Emphasis 1.1 and 
1.2 of the Strategic Plan.   
 
June 17, 2014 – MIOSHA-ADM-06-7R3, Guidelines for MIOSHA Activity in Small Farming 
Operations and Small Employers in Low Hazard Industries.   
 

MEDIA 

June 20, 2014 - Grand Rapids Business Journal – MIOSHA Celebrates 40 Years 
 
June 23, 2014 – Glastender Inc. Receives Renewed MIOSHA Recognition of their Workplace 
Safety and Health Excellence 
 
June 24, 2015 – MIOSHA and Associated Builders and Contractors of Michigan Sign Alliance to 
Protect Workers 
 
June 25, 2014 – Steel Industries, Plants #1 - 4, Receive Renewed MIOSHA Recognition of their 
Workplace Safety and Health Excellence 
 
All of the MIOSHA Press Releases can be viewed from our website. 

VARIANCES 

Variances from MIOSHA standards must be made available to the public in accordance with Part 
12, Variances (R408.22201 to 408.22251). MIOSHA variances are published on the MIOSHA 
News website: www.michigan.gov/mioshavariances. 
 

QUICK LINKS 
Agency/Division Instructions/Memorandums  
Asbestos Program 
Ask MIOSHA 
Consultation Education & Training (CET) Division  
CET Request for Consultative Assistance Services 
CET Training Calendar 
Construction Safety & Health Division (CSHD) 
DVD/Video Library Service 
Employee Safety, Health and Discrimination Complaint Forms 
General Industry Safety & Health Division (GISHD) 
Laboratory & Equipment Services 
Michigan Alliances 
MIOSHA FOIA Request Form 
MIOSHA Homepage 
MIOSHA News 
MIOSHA Publications 
MIOSHA Standards 
MIOSHA Training Institute (MTI) 
Strategic Plan & Initiatives 
Telephone, Mailing and Email Addresses 
 
Visit our website to subscribe or unsubscribe from our MIOSHA Email Subscriptions. 
 
For more frequent updates on MIOSHA activities, please visit our website at 

www.michigan.gov/miosha.  Like us on  Facebook and  Follow us on Twitter! 

 
For more information about LARA, please visit www.michigan.gov/lara.  Follow LARA  
on Twitter www.twitter.com/michiganLARA, “Like” LARA on Facebook, or find LARA on 
YouTube www.youtube.com/michiganLARA. 

 
LARA is an equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids, services and other  

reasonable accommodations are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 
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http://www.dleg.state.mi.us/wsh/docs/memo/miosha_memo_adm_08_9.doc
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http://www.michigan.gov/mti
http://www.michigan.gov/mioshastrategicplan
http://www.michigan.gov/contactmiosha
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MILARA/subscriber/topics?qsp=MILARA_7
http://www.michigan.gov/miosha
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