	Subject: Labeling Requirements for Chemical Manufacturers 


	Topic:  Hazard Communication 


	Question:   We are a chemical manufacturer that sells hazardous chemicals to customers, who then affix their own labels on the chemical filled vials we supply them, to then sell the vials as their companies own product.  I have read the OSHA "Letter of Interpretation" that was sent to Dr. Watters at NIST and I have a few additional questions.
If we sell them 20 x 10mg vials of one hazardous chemical is the following acceptable?

20 unlabeled vials inside a box. Inside the box, I include compliant labels, which are not affixed to the vials, and then on the outside of the box I affix compliant labels stating that there are 20 x 10mg vials of the substance that is clearly marked on the box label. All 20 of the unlabeled vials contain the same chemical.

Is this something that we will need to alter or is this an acceptable form of shipment?


	Answer:  The labeling scenario you describe would not be considered acceptable, according to the 2012 revised Hazard Communication Standard, section f) Labels and other forms of warning.  In the 6/4/13 OSHA Letter of Interpretation that you reference, the response to Question 4 states: “OSHA’s position is that labels must be attached to a hazardous chemical’s immediate container.”  The labeling scenario you describe of only including the labels inside the shipping container would not be considered “attaching” or “affixing” the label to the immediate chemical container (the vial).


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 42. Hazard Communication (1910.1200)


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 92. Hazard Communication (1910.1200)


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  Part 430. Hazard Communication (1910.1200)


	Additional Resources:  OSHA’s 6/4/13 Letter of Interpretation to Dr. Watters

https://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=INTERPRETATIONS&p_id=28805
For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA). 
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