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Local Building Officials - Top Hazardous Conditions for Referral to MIOSHA
1. Removal/disturbance of asbestos-containing materials (e.g., thermal system insulation, lath/plaster walls, siding shingles) from structures built in or before 1980. 
· Unlicensed abatement contractors

· Not following proper procedures for asbestos removal

· Untrained asbestos workers

2. Lead-containing coatings and paint are present (applied in or before 1978) during manual demolition/renovation of structures.  

· Manual scraping and/or sanding 

· Heat gun applications

· Torch cutting 

3. Workers exposed to fall hazards of 6 feet or more from roofs.  

· Guardrails not installed at roof edge

· Sky lights not guarded or covered 

· No personal fall arrest system in use

4. Workers exposed to fall hazards of 6 feet or more from structures. (e.g., window openings, rough framing houses, floor openings)

· Guardrails not installed or sections missing 

· Balconies or stairway openings not guarded or covered 

· Working from top plates of exterior walls 

5. Workers exposed to fall hazards of 10 feet or more when working from scaffolds. 

· No guardrails on scaffold

· Scaffold not set up properly (e.g., not plumb, missing braces, overloaded)

· Defective or single plank platforms 
6. Workers exposed to crush by hazards in excavations 5 or more feet deep.
· Excavations where the sides are vertical or near vertical, no shoring or trench box

· Conditions where the soil is saturated (leaking water main or sewer)

· Material, equipment or spoils at the edge of excavation 

7. Equipment or workers within 10 feet of overhead power lines.

· Equipment that is delivering building materials or excavating 

· Cranes or boom trucks setting trusses or walls 

· Equipment used to elevate workers (e.g., aerial lifts, rough terrain forklifts)

8.  Workers exposed to struck by hazards. 
· Workers working outside of barricades in roadway during heavy traffic

· Equipment/vehicles operating in reverse without a backup alarm

· Structures are not properly braced (e.g., walls and trusses)

This list of top hazardous conditions for referrals is not meant to be all inclusive; other serious hazards may be referred.  MIOSHA evaluates all referrals to determine whether an onsite investigation will be initiated.   An investigation will be initiated for the most serious hazards reported where employees are exposed.  

Local building inspectors and officials should use the MIOSHA Complaint Form located at www.michigan.gov/miosha under the Quick Links section for a referral.  Please ensure the following information is provided on the MIOSHA Complaint Form when making a referral.

· Company name

· Work site address where hazard exists

· Type of business or work going on

· Name, title, phone number, and address of building inspector making the referral

· How the building inspector discovered or received knowledge of the hazards on that work site

· Detailed description of the hazards

· Number of workers exposed to the hazardous conditions  

For additional assistance contact the Construction Safety and Health Division at 517-322-1856 or the Consultation Education and Training Division at 517-322-1809.  Construction Safety Standards, MIOSHA Training Institute courses and other information can be viewed on the MIOSHA website at www.michigan.gov/miosha.
LARA is an equal opportunity employer. 
Auxiliary aids, services and other reasonable accommodations are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.
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