	Subject: Hazard Communication – GHS


	Topic:  Pictograms

	Question:  Can you show me if/where there is a regulation on the size of a workplace hazard pictogram.  I've found several documents regarding what a pictogram is; how it should be displayed on the label.  However, I haven’t seen anything dictating the SIZE of said pictogram.  For CLP in Europe I know it varies on package size, etc.  I'm just looking for OSHA GHS's version of sizing requirements.


	Answer:  MIOSHA’s Hazard Communication (HAZCOM) standards (as noted below) do not specifically identify a required size in regards to a pictogram.  Appendix C of the standard, Allocation of Label Elements specifies in C.2.3, Pictograms, information pertaining to the development of pictograms.  Section C.2.3.1 states:
Pictograms shall be in the shape of a square set at a point and shall include a black hazard symbol on a white background with a red frame sufficiently wide to be clearly visible. A square red frame set at a point without a hazard symbol is not a pictogram and is not permitted on the label.
Annex 7 (Examples of Arrangements of the GHS Label Elements) of the United Nations publication, Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS), states that:
Generally speaking, the size of the non-transport pictograms should be proportional to the size of the text of the other label elements. This would generally be smaller than the transport-related pictograms, but such size adjustments should not affect the clarity or comprehensibility of the non-transport pictograms.
Further, the section (f)(8) of the HAZCOM standard states:
The employer shall ensure that labels or other forms of warning are legible, in English, and prominently displayed on the container, or readily available in the work area throughout each work shift. Employers having employees who speak other languages may add the information in their language to the material presented, as long as the information is presented in English as well.
Given the “legible” and “clearly visible” requirements specified in Section (f)(8) and Appendix C.2.3.1 of the standard, the pictogram must be proportional and sufficient so as to be legible to employees.  Pictograms which are not sufficiently large enough to be legible would be considered unacceptable under the HAZCOM standard.


	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:  Construction Part 42.  Hazard Communication


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  General Industry Parts 92 and 430.  Hazard Communication


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:  General Industry Parts 92 and 430.  Hazard Communication


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at 517-322-1809 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).
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