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WHAT’S HAPPENING
Michigan Worker Deaths of 2017
The 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, and 20th reported Michigan worker deaths of 2017 occurred in late
July and early August. The information below shares preliminary details about the most recent
fatalities reported to the Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA)
which is believed to be covered by the MIOSH Act. The description reflects information provided
to MIOSHA at the initial report of the incident and is not the result of the official MIOSHA
investigation.
Preliminary summary of incident #15: On July 29, 2017, a 56-year-old grain elevator worker went
into an area of the elevator to clean out some grain dust. The job normally takes 1-2 hours. The
grain elevator closed at noon. One employee realized he had not seen the victim leave. That
employee searched for the victim and found him in the area where he had been cleaning. The
employee could only see the victims legs hanging down. That employee immediately contacted
911. The county sheriff’s department and EMS responded. The victim was deceased at that time
from an apparent engulfment/asphyxiation.
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Preliminary summary of incident #16: On July 28, 2017, at approximately 2:55 p.m., a 66-yearold roofer was engaged in roof installation and fell from an unguarded roof approximately 25’ to
the ground below.
Preliminary summary of incident #17: On August 1, 2017, at approximately 3:19 p.m., a 45-yearold laborer was using ether to get a tire on a front-end loader, off of the metal retaining rim. The
tire exploded off the rim. The metal retaining rim also blew off and struck the laborer in the neck,
resulting in severe trauma to his neck. EMS was called immediately. EMS declared him
deceased at the scene.

MIOSHA eNews today!

Preliminary summary of incident #18: On August 1, 2017, at approximately 3:30 p.m., two
employees were on the second level of a facility demolishing a section of a floor when it
collapsed. The employees fell approximately 15 feet to the next level, resulting in the fatality of a
38-year-old laborer. The second employee was injured and transported to the local hospital.
Preliminary summary of incident #19: On August 5, 2017, at approximately 3:45 p.m., a 19-yearold farm hand was 20 feet on top of a grain bin attempting to knock grain down from the sides of
the bin by using a long metal pole. The farm hand made contact with electrical lines that ran

along the road next to the bin electrocuting him. MIOSHA received notice of the incident on
August 9, 2017.
Preliminary summary of incident #20: On July 26, 2017, at approximately 11:15 a.m., a 56-yearold sole proprietor/roofer, who had hired an employee to help with a construction project, fell off
of a roof. The hired employee then agreed to give the sole proprietor a ride home from the site.
The sole proprietor and employee stopped at a store when the sole proprietor fell and struck his
head in the parking lot. The employee took the sole proprietor to the hospital where he later died.
There were 43 MIOSHA-related deaths in 2016. 2009 saw the lowest number with 24. Every life
is precious. Our mutual goal must be that every employee goes home at the end of their shift
every day!
If you need help or assistance in ensuring your workplace is safe, MIOSHA is here with
resources to help. The Consultation Education and Training (CET) Division provides workplace
safety and health training and consultations to employers and employees throughout Michigan
free of charge. Contact CET today at 800-866-4674 or submit a request online.

MIOSHA Training Institute Celebrates 10th Anniversary
On August 22nd, a decade of unprecedented success of the state’s workplace safety and health
training program was celebrated at an appreciation ceremony recognizing the 29 co-sponsors of
the program that help make it all possible. Click HERE to view pictures from the event. Click
HERE to read the full press release.

Partnership Close Out Meeting
On Monday, June 26, 2017, a close out meeting occurred regarding the Walsh Construction –
MIOSHA Partnership at the Ann Arbor Waste Water Treatment Plant, which marked the
conclusion of construction. The Partnership was signed on November 14, 2012, and recorded
over 560,000 man-hours. The close out event was very well attended by many of the employers
and by the various building trade union representatives.
Walsh Construction demonstrated a strong emphasis on safety and health over the
subcontractor work activities at the site. This is another example of a Partnership demonstrating
lower injury and illness rates than average construction sites.
Ann Arbor Waste Water Treatment Plant Renovation Project:
•
•
•
•

560,000 man-hours
6 Recordable Injuries - Michigan Injury Rate (IR) is 2.14, National IR is 3.50
1 Lost Time (LT) Case - Michigan LT Rate is 0.35, National LT Rate is 1.30
1 Restricted Duty Case - Michigan Days Away, Restricted, Transfer (DART) is 0.71,
National DART is 2.00

MIOSHA commends the Walsh Construction team, subcontractors and the building trades for a
job well done, and another successful partnership! Click HERE for a photo of the meeting.

Gas and Electric Utility Safety Forum
Join us at one of the following locations for an informative half day safety seminar with MIOSHA,
Consumers Energy’s Public Safety Outreach Team, and DTE’s Damage Prevention Team.
Learn more about how to keep your workers safe when faced with utility hazards above and
below ground, as well as how Consumers Energy, DTE, and MIOSHA can assist.
Construction Association of Michigan
Wednesday, September 27, 2017
8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Great Lakes Safety Training Center
Wednesday, November 8, 2017
8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

If you have any questions, contact Chelsea Dodge at 517-539-2876 or
chelsea.dodge@cmsenergy.com. Click HERE to view the event flyer.

AGENCY INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED
August 1, 2017 - Metal Industries – National Emphasis Program (NEP) (MIOSHA-COM-14-3)
August 15, 2017 – Confined Space in Construction (CSHD-STD-17-1)

MEDIA
August 4, 2017 - NuCon Corporation in Livonia Again Recognized by MIOSHA for Excellence in
Workplace Safety and Health
August 17, 2017 – Cintas Cleanroom Resources in Westland Awarded Rising Star Award for
Workplace Safety and Health
August 22, 2017 – MIOSHA Training Institute Celebrates 10th Anniversary
All of the MIOSHA press releases can be viewed on our website.

VARIANCES
Variances from MIOSHA standards must be made available to the public in accordance with
Part 12, Variances (R408.22201 to 408.22251). MIOSHA variances are published on the
MIOSHA website: www.michigan.gov/mioshavariances.

QUICK LINKS
Agency/Division Instructions/Memorandums
Asbestos Program
Ask MIOSHA
CET Request for Consultative Assistance Services
CET Training Calendar
Construction Safety and Health Division (CSHD)
DVD/Video Library Service
Employee Safety, Health, and Discrimination Complaint Forms
General Industry Safety and Health Division (GISHD)
Hazard Communication/GHS
Laboratory and Equipment Services
Michigan Voluntary Protection Program (MVPP)
MIOSHA FOIA Request
MIOSHA News
MIOSHA Publications
MIOSHA Recordkeeping
MIOSHA Standards
MIOSHA Training Institute (MTI)
MIOSHA Updates
Policies and Procedures
Radiation Safety Section
Strategic Plan and Initiatives
Take A Stand Day
Telephone, Mailing and Email Addresses
Visit our website to subscribe or unsubscribe from our MIOSHA Email Subscriptions.
For more frequent updates on MIOSHA activities, please visit our website!
Like us on
YouTube!

Facebook, Follow us on

Twitter, and Subscribe to our channel on

LARA is an equal opportunity employer/program.

