	Subject:  Aerial Work Platforms


	Topic:  Load Testing Requirements


	Question:   What are MIOSHA requirements for load testing?  One of our coworkers replied its every two years in inspecting booms via 150% for load testing requirements for all equipment with booms; aerial lifts, deicing trucks, etc.


	Answer:  MIOSHA has two standards addressing aerial lifts one is a General Industry standard the other is a Construction standard. The appropriate standard you would utilize is based on the work performed. 
The aerial work platform may be one of several types or combination of types, vehicle mounted, tower, extensible boom aerial devices, aerial ladders, articulating boom aerial devices.

 In both standards the following statement is made: “These rules apply to equipment that has a primary function of elevating personnel, together with their tools and necessary materials, on a platform, which is mechanically positioned.”
These MIOSHA standards require an employer to inspect maintain and test the aerial work platform as follows:

 Each aerial work platform shall be inspected, maintained, repaired, and kept in proper working condition in accordance with the manufacturers or owner’s operating or maintenance and repair manual or manuals. 

If the aerial work platform is rated and used as an insulated aerial device, the electrical insulating components shall be tested for compliance with the rating of the aerial work platform in accordance with ANSI standard A92.2 2002 edition “Vehicle-Mounted Elevating and Rotating Aerial Devices,” which is adopted by reference.

There is no requirement in either of these two standards to load test the aerial work platform. 
There is a reference to load capacity under the Operating Procedures section in both standards.  The rule states: The manufacturer’s rated load capacity shall not be exceeded. The employer shall ensure that the load and its distribution on the platform are in accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications. The aerial work platform rated load capacity shall not be exceeded when loads are transferred to the platform at elevated heights. 
 

	Applicable Construction Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 32. Aerial Work Platforms 


	Applicable General Industry Safety Standard/Rule:  Part 58. Aerial Work Platforms


	Applicable Occupational Health Standard/Rule:       


	Additional Resources:  For complimentary MIOSHA consultation please contact our office at (517) 284-7720 or submit a Request for Consultative Assistance (RCA).
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