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what will we  
cover today? 



literacy is important 



the alphabetic principle 



print motivation 



phonological awareness 



print awareness 



vocabulary 



narrative skills 



letter knowledge 



comprehension 



dialogic reading 



what is literacy? 



school readiness 



motor skills 



social skills 



rhymes and songs 



objectives of storytime 



elements of storytime 



openings 



the magic box 



picture books 



big books 



storytelling vs. story reading 



fingerplays 



songs 



flannel boards 



puppets 



getting ready to listen 



creative movement 



crafts 



parachute 



endings 



cultures and diversity 



themes 



family  
storytime 



baby time / lapsit 



toddler time 



preschool  
storytime 



what does a storytime look like? 



typical storytime 

welcome 
story  
song  

activity (flannelboard, fingerplay, etc.) 
song 
story 

activity 
parachute with song 

closing 



S is for Storytime 
•The Sneezing Song by Jim 

Gill (song) 
•The Itsy Bitsy Spider 

(fingerplay)  
•The Goldfish by the Laurie 

Berkner Band (song) 
•The Slippery Fish 

(flannelboard) 
•Why Does the Sun Shine? by 

They Might Be Giants 
(parachute song)  

usual welcome 
usual closing  



Jump! 
•Five Little Frogs by 

Dennis Buck (song) 
•We Can Jump, Jump 

Jump (transitional 
rhyme)   

•Clap Your Hands by 
They Might Be Giants 
(song) 

•Five Little Monkeys 

Jumping on the Bed 
(hand puppet fingerplay) 

•Jump Jive an' Wail by 
the Brian Setzer 
Orchestra (parachute 
song) 

usual welcome 
usual closing  



colorful storytime 
•Roy G. Biv by They 

Might Be Giants (song) 
•I Am Thinking of a Color 

(fingerplay) 
•The Color Game by Jim 

Gill (song) 
•Little Mouse, Little 

Mouse (flannel board) 
•What a Wonderful World 

by Joey Ramone 
(parachute song) 

usual welcome 
usual closing  



preparing for storytime 



setting up the space 



presenting books 



Creating  
your own  
storytime 



Collaborating  



dealing with the dreaded wiggles 



not a good day for storytime 



when it  
doesn't  
go well 



taking it one step further 



tips 



what not to do 



most  
important:  
have fun! 
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