
MeLCat for Everyone 

Information for “frontline” Library Staff 

Beginning Workshop 2013 



Defining MeL 

What are the parts of MeL 

MeLCat Benefits 

Questions 

 

Overview of MeL Discussion 



Research Databases 

Michigan Online Resources for Educators 
(M.O.R.E.) 

MeL Michigana 

Statewide Library Catalog (MeLCat) 
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MeL Main Components 



MeL Homepage 
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Over 30 commercial databases with research materials 
for all ages and needs 

Full-text business articles, industry reports and more 

Car repair, reader’s advisory, job searching 

Resources to support schools and education including 
tests and tutorials 

Reference materials created by experts 

 

MeL Databases 



Opposing Viewpoints 
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CultureGrams 
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MeL’s LearningExpress Library 



Digitized primary sources from collections 
around Michigan 
Library of Michigan & Michigan Archives 
Collections 
Michigana: Sources in U.S. History Online 
Best Web sites on Michigan history and 
Michigan facts 

 

MeL Michigana 



MeL Michigana  



Michigana: Sources in U.S. History Online 



Portal to tens of thousand of curriculum 
based resources 

Aligned to the Michigan Content 
Expectations & Common Core Standards 

Store Favorite Resources 

Make Lesson Plans 

Review, share and discuss 

Michigan Online Resources for Educators 
(M.O.R.E.) 



M.O.R.E. 



MeLCat is the statewide union catalog and resource 
sharing project to share materials among all types of 
libraries in Michigan, regardless of the local 
circulation system they use.  

Currently 415 participating libraries 

Public 

Academic 

School  
 
 

 

MeLCat 
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MeLCat Search 
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Participating MeLCat Libraries 

5/7/2013 16 



One stop shopping to find materials owned by all 
types of libraries statewide 

Ability to identify who owns valuable local history 
materials not available otherwise 

Request materials online, if their home library is a 
MeLCat participant 

Pick up materials at their home library 

Check on their requests online 
 
 

 

MeLCat Benefits 
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Give your patrons access to millions of titles not available in your 
library.  

Vernon District Public Library had a sign on their library that said, "6 
million books available here! Come inside to find out how."   

Vernon District Library is a Class I public library that is housed in a 
former service station.  

They don't really have room for 6 million books, but MeLCat gives 
them access to that many! 
 

Provide your patrons with remote access any time and any place 

 
 

 

How does MeLCat help serve library users? 
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http://www.vernonlibrary.info/


EVERYONE! 

MeLCat is for patrons in good standing of participating 
libraries. Any Michigan resident whose library is part of the 
system and has no blocks on their patron record may make 
requests. 

 
 
 

Who can Use MeLCat? 
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MeLCat does not use z39.50 

High speed internet access is required. You also need a static, dedicated 
IP address before joining MeLCat. 

MeLCat is not a replacement for your local system (ILS). You still need 
your local online catalog for your patron database, circulation, 
cataloging, acquisitions, and links to your vendors' and institutions' 
computer systems. 

Library staff use computer workstations to process MeLCat requests.  

Libraries using Innovative Interfaces as their local system, additional software 
will be installed on their Innovative server. 

Libraries using a local system other than Innovative, there is client software 
that will be installed on staff workstations during the implementation process.  

 
 
 
 

Technology Issues 
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If something is checked out at your library your patron could get that 
title from another MeLCat library rather than wait until it comes 
back. The experience of the current MeLCat libraries is that patrons 
use the system, regardless of how small or large their own 
collections are. 

If your system can export circulation status and MeLCat shows the 
item as available, the system will tell your patron to get the item 
from their home library. 

MeLCat uses standard national Interlibrary Loan policy where the 
borrowing library is responsible for the item from the time the 
request is made. If your patron loses another library's item, you are 
responsible for reimbursing the owning library.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

MeLCat Concerns 
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While we encourage generous lending, it is up to each 
individual library which items they are willing to lend, beyond 
their main circulating collection. On joining MeLCat, libraries 
agree to abide by the “MeLCat Resource Sharing Policies”.  

MeLCat is a patron-initiated resource sharing system where 
requests go directly to the owning library. ILL studies show 
that non-mediated requesting is the most cost effective. It's 
also the fastest for the patrons. 

MeLCat balances lending… 
 
 
 

Lending and Borrowing 
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At least two days per week participation in the statewide delivery service 

Software your local system might need to be able to: 

Export bibliographic and holdings records 

Export patron records 

(Optional) Implement NCIP DCB Profile 3 

Staff workstations able to use Java client software. Staff time and expenses 
for training, testing and upgrading records 

Local publicity 

(Innovative local systems only) Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) security protocol 
certificate for your local Innovative server 

(Innovative local systems only) INN-Reach software, if your Innovative system 
was purchased after May, 2004. 

(Un-automated libraries) Barcode labels for library materials and for patron ID 
cards. 

 

MeLCat Costs? 
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RIDES (Regional Interlibrary Delivery Service) 

12 Months: 

Current 2 day: 

3 Day $2,124.00 

5 Day: $3540.00 

Partial 9 Months (Schools) 

Current 2 Day: 

3 Day: $1,614.24 

5 Day: $2,690.40 

Costs 
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How do I sign up? 
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MeLCat staff may be reached at melcathelp@mcls.org, or 
800-530-9019, ext. 403 

Midwest Collaborative for Library Services web page at: 
http://www.mlcnet.org/cms/sitem.cfm/library_tools/melcat/ 

 
 

 

Where do I go for more information? 
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mailto:melcathelp@mcls.org?subject=MeLCat%20inquiry


Over 45 million items are currently available in 
MeLCat 

Providing state-wide access to resources MeL via 
the Library of Michigan saves Michigan’s libraries 
money providing the resources they all cannot 
afford to purchase. 

MeL saves Michigan libraries over $65,000,000 
per year providing core database resources 

             

 

 
 

 

MeL Facts 



Libraries and library users 

Homeschoolers 

Teachers/students 

Historians and family historians 

Car repair (do it yourself) 

Job seekers/career changers 
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Who Benefits from MeL  



Randy Riley 
(517) 373-5860 
rileyr1@michigan.gov 

 
 

 

Questions? 

Deb Biggs Thomas 

(517) 373-4466 

biggsthomasd@michigan.gov 

mailto:rileyr1@michigan.gov
mailto:biggsthomasd@michigan.gov

