
Michigan eLibrary (MeL) 

Value Added to All Michigan Libraries 
Beginning Workshop 2013 



Overview of MeL Discussion 
• MeL Budget 
• Database Selection Process 
• Notable MeL Databases 
• Changes/New in MeL Databases 
• Other MeL Portals 
• Promoting MeL 
• Questions 



Funding the Michigan eLibrary  

• Library Services and Technology Act 
(LSTA) 

• Institute of Museum and Library Services 
(IMLS) 

• $950,000 from Governor Snyder in the 
2011/12 budget 

• Additional $800,000 for 2012/13 budget 



Database Selection Process 
• Call fro MeL database reviewers 
• Use MeL Database Survey results drafted after the 2010 

Mel Users’ Day as guide 
• Survey went out to all Michigan libraries in the Spring of 

2010 
• MeL Databases RFP Advisory Group  
• Evaluated extensive set of usage stats and the data 

collected from surveys 



Database Selection Process (cont.) 
• Library Cooperative Directors Association meeting        

reviewed the database RFP process on Oct. 15, 2010 
• LSTA Advisory Council reviewed the finding of the RFP 

Advisory group and added comments and suggestions 
• RFP issued for MeL databases Feb. 14, 2011 
• 35 school, public, academic and special libraries reviewed 

the potential databases 
• Statewide Library Services staff reviewed information and 

made recommendations to the State Librarian 



Michigan eLibrary Budget 
MeL Cost Estimates  

2008-2010 

State FY 2009 

(10/1/08-9/30/09) 

State FY 2010 

(10/1/09-9/30/10) 

State FY 2011 

(10/1/10-9/30/11) 

TOTALS 

MeL Databases:  MeL Serial 

Solutions, Learning Express, Ebsco 

databases, Newsbank, OCLC 

databases, ProQuest databases, 

Gale Group 

      

MeL Databases SUBTOTAL $4,094,971 $3,698,730 $4,391,850 $12,185,551 

MeLCat: Innovative Interfaces 

Inc. maintenance, MLC (MeLCat 

hosting, training, 

implementation), DIT services for 

MeLCat support 

      

MeLCat SUBTOTAL $587,567 $1,143,269 $1,326,732 $3,057,568 

MeL Evaluation Study: 

EPIC/MRA 

$0 $22,050 $0 $22,050 

TOTAL MeL EXPENSES: $4,682,538 $4,864,049 $5,718,582 $15,265,169 
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MeL Main Components 

• Research Databases 
• Statewide Library Catalog 
• Michigan Online Resources for 

Educators (M.O.R.E.) 
• MeL Michigana 

 



MeL Databases 

• Over 30 commercial databases with research 
materials for all ages and needs 

• Full-text business articles, industry reports and more 
• Car repair, reader’s advisory, job searching 
• Resources to support schools and education including 

tests and tutorials 
• Reference materials created by experts 

 



MeL Homepage 
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Teens Gateway 
 



Books and Reading 

5/7/2013 11 



Databases to Be Aware Of… 

• Heritage Quest 
• Chiltons 
• Opposing Viewpoints 
• CultureGrams 
• Learning Express 
• Job and Career Accelerator 
• Michigana: Sources in U.S. History Online 
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Heritage Quest 
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Chilton 

5/7/2013 14 



Opposing Viewpoints 
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CultureGrams 
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LearningExpress Library 
• Practice Tests, Courses and eBooks 
• Skills Building in the Core Resources starting in  

Grade 4 through College 
• College Entrance Exams 
• Computer Tutorials 
• Occupational Practice Tests 
• Create personal login and store tests, course, 

eBooks 
• Job and Career Accelerator 

 
 



MeL’s LearningExpress Library 



LEL: Learning Centers 



LEL: Learning Centers 





New MeL Databases for All 
Michigan Libraries 

Randy Riley 
MLA Conference 
Kalamazoo, MI 

Friday, October 29, 2011 
 





Michigana: Sources in U.S. History Online 



New Databases and “Look” 

• MeL Redesign 
• Databases 

– DemographicsNow 
– Gale LegalForms 
– Business Insights: Global 
– New Business Ref. Books (Gale’s Virtual 

Reference Library) 
– BusinessDecision (CivicTechnologies) 
– Early Literacy Database (Reviewing RFPs) 



“New” MeL Homepage 
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MeL Gateway “Globes” 



Teens’ Gateway 



New MeL Kids’ Page? 



DemographicsNOW 

• Business Database 
• Power to provide comprehensive business and 

residential information 
• Assess business viability (start up info.) 
• Create sales leads and marketing mailing lists 
• Analyze population trends 
• Find potential sponsors and donors 
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Gale Legal Forms 

• Collection of digital legal forms 
• Continuously updated to reflect current state laws 
• Actual forms in Word format 
• Helpful with business, legal or personal needs 
• Also includes Law Digest, legal Q and A and attorney 

directory 
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Business Insights Global 

• Currently have Business Insights Essentials 
• International in scope 
• Combines an international perspective and 

sophisticated research tools with convenient access 
• Case studies, statistical data, news articles, academic 

journals and topical reference materials organized by: 
– Country 
– Company 
– Industry 
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New Business Reference eBooks 

• Added to MeL’s Gale Virtual Reference Library 
• Includes: 

– Encyclopedia of Global Brands 
– China In the Next Thirty Years 
– Wards Business Directory of Private and Public Companies… 
– Business Plan Handbook (new edition) 
– Etc. 
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BusinessDecision 

• Users can create an unlimited number of reports and 
maps combining extensive consumer household, 
market segmentation and demographic data with GIS 
mapping technology 

• Census profiles for targeting income 
• Retail expenditures 
• Powerful companion to DemographicsNOW product 
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PreK – 5 Literacy Database 

• Reviewing RFPs 
• Tool to help young readers 
• Increase reading test scores by 3rd Grade? 
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Michigan Online Resources for Educators 
(M.O.R.E.) 

• Portal to tens of thousand of 
curriculum based resources 

• Aligned to the Michigan Content 
Expectations & Common Core 
Standards 

• Store Favorite Resources 
• Make Lesson Plans 
• Review, share and discuss 



M.O.R.E. 



MeL Michigana 

• Digitized primary sources from 
collections around Michigan 

• Library of Michigan & Michigan 
Archives Collections 

• Michigana: Sources in U.S. History 
Online 

• Best Web sites on Michigan history 
and Michigan facts 
 



MeL Michigana  



MeL Facts 
• Over 45 million items are currently available in 

MeLCat 
• Providing state-wide access to resources MeL via 

the Library of Michigan saves Michigan’s libraries 
money providing the resources they all cannot 
afford to purchase. 

• MeL saves Michigan libraries over $61 
million/year providing core database resources 

             
 
 

 
 



More MeL Facts 
•Find recent statistics on MeL at: 
http://www.mel.org/MeL (AboutMeL) 

•Accessible from any Michigan library of from a 
Michigan resident’s home or workplace via the Web 

•Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
•Libraries provide training, although most databases 
do not require specialized knowledge to use 

•No cost to Michigan residents 

 
 
 

http://www.mel.org/MeL
http://www.mel.org/MeL


Who Benefits from MeL Databases 

• Libraries and library users 
• Homeschoolers 
• Teachers/students 
• Historians and family historians 
• Car repair (do it yourself) 
• Job seekers/career changers 
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MeL Promotions 
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Suttons Bay Bingham District Library 
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Devereaux Memorial Crawford County 
Library (Grayling) 
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Flat River Community Library 

5/7/2013 46 



Questions? 

Randy Riley 
(517) 373-5860 
rileyr1@michigan.gov 
 

 
 

Deb Biggs Thomas 
(517) 373-4466 
biggsthomasd@michigan.gov 

mailto:rileyr1@michigan.gov
mailto:biggsthomasd@michigan.gov

