
PUBLIC HEALTH CODE (EXCERPT) 
 

Act 368 of 1978 
 
 

333.20106  
(1) “Health facility or agency”, except as provided in section 20115, means: 
(f) A home for the aged. 

 
(3) “Home for the aged” means a supervised personal care facility, other than a 
hotel, adult foster care facility, hospital, nursing home, or county medical care 
facility that provides room, board, and supervised personal care to 21 or more 
unrelated, nontransient, individuals 60 years of age or older. Home for the aged 
includes a supervised personal care facility for 20 or fewer individuals 60 years of 
age or older if the facility is operated in conjunction with and as a distinct part of a 
licensed nursing home.  

 
333.20109  
(1) “Nursing home” means a nursing care facility, including a county medical care 
facility, that provides organized nursing care and medical treatment to 7 or more 
unrelated individuals suffering or recovering from illness, injury, or infirmity. 
Nursing home does not include a unit in a state correctional facility.  

 
333.20131  
(1) The department shall establish a comprehensive system of licensure and 
certification for health facilities or agencies in accordance with this article to:  
(a) Protect the health, safety, and welfare of individuals receiving care and 
services in or from a health facility or agency.  
(b) Assure the medical accountability for reimbursed care provided by a certified 
health facility or agency participating in a federal or state health program.  

 
333.20141  
(1) A person shall not establish or maintain and operate a health facility or agency 
without holding a license from the department.  

 
 

333.20177  
Notwithstanding the existence and pursuit of any other remedy, the director, 
without posting a bond, may request the prosecuting attorney or attorney general 
to bring an action in the name of the people of this state to restrain, enjoin, or 
prevent the establishment, maintenance, or operation of a health facility or agency 
in violation of this article or rules promulgated under this article.  
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333.21715  
(1) A nursing home shall provide:  
(a) A program of planned and continuing nursing care under the charge of a 
registered nurse in a skilled facility and a licensed practical nurse with a registered 
nurse consultant in an intermediate care facility. This subdivision shall expire 
December 31, 1979.  
(b) A program of planned and continuing medical care under the charge of 
physicians.  
(2) Nursing care and medical care shall consist of services given to individuals 
who are subject to prolonged suffering from illness or injury or who are recovering 
from illness or injury. The services shall be within the ability of the home to provide 
and shall include the functions of medical care such as diagnosis and treatment of 
an illness; nursing care via assessment, planning, and implementation; evaluation 
of a patient's health care needs; and the carrying out of required treatment 
prescribed by a physician.  
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