














102         2007 MCOLES Annual Report

Appendix H  (continued)

9

… funding 
reform among 
the agencies 
represented in 
the Michigan 
Public Safety 
Coalition alone 
would produce a 
potential general
fund savings of
$19.478 million.

Most importantly, this 
approach will enhance 
the services of the 
participating coalition 
members at a time of 
critical need.

Conclusion

A compelling case can be made for modernization of the public 
safety leadership and funding strategy in this state.  Funding 
reform promises to reduce bitter competition for dollars and will 
enhance agency cooperation and inter-operability.   In addition to 
placing key public safety agencies in a more stable fiscal environment, 
suggested funding reform among the agencies represented in the 
Michigan Public Safety Coalition alone would produce a potential 
general fund savings of $19.478 million.  This would come at a time 
when general fund revenue is not expected to meet needs.     

This would occur through shifting the burden to dedicated funding 
sources.  This paper identifies several such sources, which may be 
viable as the state undergoes a major re-configuration of its tax structure.  Of course, other
funding models would not be excluded from consideration.  As envisioned, public 
safety would get a needed shot in the arm, and further erosion or budget cuts would be 
avoided in these essential state services. 

A collateral benefit of this approach is that it is not designed 
to restore or maintain existing services.  It will avert further 
migration to local government of responsibilities, and 
expenses, that experience has proven are more effectively 
carried out by the state.  Most importantly, this approach 
will enhance the services of the participating coalition 
members at a time of critical need. 
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