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At the National Conference on Citizenship (NCoC), we believe 

everyone has the power to make a difference in how their 

community and country thrive. 

of our nation’s civic life. We continuously explore what shapes 
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COUNCIL OF MICHIGAN FOUNDATIONS

community foundations, and public charities of all sizes.
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aid 

 

This commitment is supported in part by the mission and resources 

—
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and philanthropy education that builds character and empowers 

and teacher professional development.

MICHIGAN CAMPUS COMPACT

educational mission of their campuses.

VOLUNTEER CENTERS OF MICHIGAN

has served the sector for more than 25 years and is the only one 

of its kind in the nation.
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LETTER FROM THE CO-CHAIRS 
—

—

—our citizens—

Michigan Civic Health 
Index —a critical factor in 
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INTRODUCTION

Michigan Civic Health Index examines behaviors 

 

Michigan Civic Health Index to initiate a conversation 

 

 

 

What is Civic Health 

 

-

citizens, the more solid the foundation of the community.

-

involved individuals are with their communities.

several aspects of our civic life, and the reason for the participation inconsistency is often unclear.  
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

-

a service valued at $5.1 billion1
.

SOURCE: Volunteering and Civic Life in America, http://www.volunteeringinamerica.gov/MI

than 50 hours annually. These volunteers serve in many ways, dependent on the needs in their 

 

2

 

-

-

-

cent volunteer 50 hours or more a year.

While constraints on time and resources 

connects to volunteerism, it is clear there is 

-

94.2% 
of Michigan volunteers gave  
20 or more hours of service  
per year.

2
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These voluntary contributions of time and money help address serious public problems and support 

civil society. As our state strives to address local needs, service to others will continue to be an 

Neighborhood and Group Involvement

12.1% 
In 2011, 12.1% of Michigan 
residents exchanged favors 
with neighbors a few times 
a week or more, ranking the 
state 43rd in the nation.

Volunteering by Income, 2011
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—

lines of income.
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  Millennials    

-

on a committee. This is on par, however, with national trends, as 10.6 percent of Americans take 

leadership roles in their community. 
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Charitable Giving

-

-

number of ways.

POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT 

stay informed, understand civics, participate in politics, and express their 

-

of participation in local elections in 2011. 

89.7% 
of Michiganders believe 
charitable organizations play 
a major role in making our 
communities better places  
to live.

Source: SOSS Survey, Michigan State University
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politics with friends and family at least a few times a week, at 26.2 percent. The national rate 

 

 

 

 

 

percent nationally.

residents of the state.
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71.4% 
of all eligible citizens in 
Michigan were registered to 
vote compared with 65.1% 
nationally, in 2010.



 11

about civics and policy in America and policies are more responsive to their voices and needs. 

MICHIGAN’S PARTNERS PROMOTING AND 
SUPPORTING CIVIC HEALTH

 

-

Investing in Service Solutions

such as disaster preparedness, education, foreclosure, healthcare, and the environment. 

-

—
 

communities—

these resources with the demonstrated power of volunteers and national service members, the 

make a difference in our state.

Building Public-Private Partnerships
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Enhancing Michigan’s Nonprofit Organizations

—each of which address critical local 

-

-

work to promote broad public participation in public policy and advocacy efforts. 
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Strengthening Local Volunteer Centers

—

 

 

-

they perform in their individual communities. As a result, the professional capacity to serve local 

communities statewide is enhanced and volunteerism is increased, both of which contribute to 
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Building Engaged Leaders

Creating a Generation of Caring

-

 

-

Supporting Critical Partners and Services

-
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CONCLUSION 

Michigan Civic Health Index reveals much about the way 

to this improvement. We hope the information provided here will serve as 
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TECHNICAL NOTES

-

3 This sample is 

-

-

education.  

for the state across all indicators. Any analysis that breaks down 

2011) for a more reliable estimate when sample sizes for certain 

-

from the state ranked last. 

-

accurate estimation of error rates involves many parameters that 

are not publicly available. 
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participants. After the survey was completed, each case was 

adults in the household, the landline vs. cell phone proportions, 

 

A WORD ABOUT  
RECOMMENDATIONS

-

ions and recommendations expressed by our partners do not 

ENDNOTES
1 

2 

3 

 

National Conference on Citizenship,

Michigan Community Service Commission,

Council of Michigan Foundations,

Michigan Nonprofit Association, 

The LEAGUE Michigan, 

Michigan Campus Compact,

Volunteer Centers of Michigan,



18   2012 MICHIGAN C I V IC HEALTH INDE X

CIVIC HEALTH INDEX

State and Local Partnerships

NCoC began  in 2006 to measure the level of civic engagement and health of our democracy. In 2009, 
NCoC was incorporated into the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act and directed to expand this civic health assessment in part-
nership with the Corporation for National and Community Service and the U.S. Census Bureau.

NCoC now works with partners in more than 30 communities nationwide to use civic data to lead and inspire a public dialogue about 
the future of citizenship in America and to drive sustainable civic strategies.
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