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GOVERNOR SNYDER DECLARES MICHIGAN’S AMERICORPS WEEK

<Insert city or program name> Hosts Service Project/Awareness Activity to Engage Local Community
<INSERT CITY>, MI – Governor Rick Snyder has declared the week of May 12, 2012, as Michigan’s AmeriCorps Week. AmeriCorps Week engages state and national members in shining a spotlight on the great service being done by AmeriCorps members across the country during this fourth annual celebration. 

AmeriCorps Week is a recruitment and recognition campaign designed to bring more Americans into service, salute AmeriCorps members and alums for their powerful impact, and thank the community partners who make AmeriCorps possible. 
As part of a nationwide effort, AmeriCorps Week events and opportunities that showcase the power of service and educate key stakeholders are happening across the country. They include statewide AmeriCorps gatherings, “AmeriCorps for a Day" events with local VIPS, community service projects, recruitment fairs, and more.  

The <insert program name> is hosting a service project/awareness activity, which will <insert very brief description.> The local project/event is taking place <insert date and location.> 

<Insert details on the local project. What exactly is going on, can the general public participate, etc? Include where, when, and how they can participate. Who should they contact if they want to get involved?>
AmeriCorps members take on the challenges their communities face. They believe in the AmeriCorps motto of “Getting Things Done,” and are part of the solution. Michigan’s AmeriCorps programs are housed within nonprofit organizations, schools, or other agencies. <Insert local information about the organization hosting the local AmeriCorps program.> <Insert program name> receives federal funding from the Michigan Community Service Commission to recruit, place, and support  <insert number> AmeriCorps members. The Corporation for National and Community Service administers the federal funding.  

<Insert quote from organization executive director or other key community leader about the important impact of AmeriCorps members in your community. For example: “AmeriCorps members are working with our fourth graders three days a week,” said Becky Johnson, principal of ABC Elementary School. “Because of these members, 80 percent of our students are now reading at or above grade level, compared to only 47 percent before they arrived.”>
In a recent report released by the Michigan Community Service Commission, Michigan’s AmeriCorps members:

· Completed more than 835,000 hours of service and training.
· Recruited more than 19,000 volunteers
· Earned more than $3 million in education awards for successfully completing their term of service.
For more information about <insert program name> visit <insert website> or <insert contact information.> For more information about AmeriCorps Week or other AmeriCorps programs in Michigan, visit www.michigan.gov/mcsc. 

###
BACKGROUND:

<Insert other program specific information here.>
AmeriCorps is commonly described at the “domestic Peace Corps.” Individuals, called members, commit to a specific term of service—usually one year—and are housed in nonprofit organizations, schools or other agencies. Members range in age from 17 to 70+ years of age and represent a wide spectrum of other demographics. Upon successful completion of their service, members earn an education award to pay for college, graduate school, or to pay back qualified student loans. During their service, members may also be eligible to receive a modest living allowance, health insurance, childcare, and student loan deferment. Michigan’s AmeriCorps, administered by the Michigan Community Service Commission, currently has 24 AmeriCorps programs and engages more than 1,000 members.

The Michigan Community Service Commission builds a culture of service by providing vision and resources to strengthen communities through volunteerism. In 2011-2012, the MCSC is granting nearly $8 million in federal funds to local communities for volunteer programs and activities. The MCSC is funding 24 AmeriCorps programs, 20 Learn and Serve programs, and seven Volunteer Michigan grantees. The Governor’s Service Awards and Mentor Michigan are also premier programs of the MCSC. The MCSC is housed in the Michigan Department of Human Services, whose mission is to assist children, families, and vulnerable adults to be safe, stable, and self-supporting. The Corporation for National and Community Service grants the federal funding the MCSC administers.
The Corporation for National and Community Service plays a vital role in supporting the American culture of citizenship, service, and responsibility. They are a catalyst for change and champion for the ideal that every American has skills and talents to give. The Corporation is the nation’s largest grantmaker supporting service and volunteering. Through the AmeriCorps, Senior Corps and Learn and Serve America programs, they provide opportunities for Americans of all ages and backgrounds to express their patriotism while addressing critical community needs. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





CONTACT:	Insert local contact person


	Insert contact person title


	Insert phone number - also add cell phone if possible


	Insert web site
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