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Question of the month



 Into what content areas do you integrate service-learning? Can you share examples? Please send your responses to Jeanine Yard at yardj@michigan.gov.

 yardj@michigan.gov
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April 2007





From One of Our Readers:





I am the special education director, as well as the executive director, of a small school designed to meet the needs of students with LD, ADD, ADHD, and high functioning autism/aspergers, in Ann Arbor.  We are dedicated to a hands-on, multisensory approach.  We use the world, as much as possible, as an extension of our classroom.  





 Since joining the staff here, we've had an all-school community service day every spring.  On the designated day, the entire school (from lower through high school) fans out across Ann Arbor to various agencies to do whatever needs doing!  Throughout the year we engage in many service and service learning projects, and we hope to do more. Examples of these include the usual, collecting food for food banks, clothing for shelters, as well as money raised for disaster relief.  But there is the less conventional as well.  We've had our entire school create valentine decorations for Mott Children's Hospital, and then had students deliver them to the hospital child life specialists; we've had students go to an Alzheimer's facility to just interact with the residents; we've been involved in studies of invasive species, then going out and helping to get them out of our nature preserves; we had a group of students help at the VISIONS Conference last year (it occurs only every other year, so we're on for the next round as well!).  These are only a few, and early, ways we are involving our students, who are so often the recipients of help, in the giving of service as well.  They rise to the challenge and in fact they often go out on their own during the summer and even during the school year, despite their own struggles, to go and provide support to others. This is a powerful and empowering tool.





 Linda Spector, Ann Arbor Academy, Ann Arbor, MI � HYPERLINK "mailto:lindas@annarboracademy.org" ��lindas@annarboracademy.org�


          


Thank you, Linda, for sharing a response to the question in our last issue of the toolkit.


We encourage all our readers to share stories, ideas and questions. This month’s question: Into what content areas do you integrate service-learning? Can you share examples? Please send your responses to Jeanine Yard at � HYPERLINK "mailto:yardj@michigan.gov" ��yardj@michigan.gov�.

















Service Learning and Special Education�Turning the Tables


Service-learning practitioners traditionally facilitate projects in mainstream school settings. Here, regular students explore the core disciplines and develop citizenship skills while they help society by addressing school or community problems. Students in a middle-school language arts class tutor younger students with reading problems. A high school science class raises awareness about a polluted stream. A high school government class holds a community forum on curfews and makes policy recommendations to local legislators. 


Because service learning is a relatively new teaching strategy, school and community practitioners are just beginning to explore its boundaries. Rather than simply helping immigrant groups adjust to mainstream society, some school populations are using service learning to gain valuable knowledge and skills from immigrant cultures (� HYPERLINK "http://www.crf-usa.org/network/net9_1.htm" �See S-L NETWORK, Spring 2002: “Fostering Diversity Through Service Learning.”�). Rather than simply aiding the elderly through service projects, students, teachers, and senior citizens are combining forces as equals to address community problems. 


Service-learning practitioners are making similar discoveries in the field of special education. They are discovering that similar to mainstream students, special-needs students can address school and community problems without regard for their disabilities. Rather than being spoon-fed education in isolated settings, special-needs students are collaborating with mainstream students as service providers. Students with special needs can learn while contributing to society, often working side-by-side with their mainstream peers. Too see examples,  please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.crf-usa.org/network/net9_2.htm" ��http://www.crf-usa.org/network/net9_2.htm�.














Weaving Delicacies





What began in 2000 with a rabbit, a creative teacher named Cindy Koedoot, and seed funding from a Learn and Serve – Michigan grant has turned into an incredible prevocational program run out of an EMI Categorical Classroom.  Students at Cityside Middle School in Zeeland, Michigan, began by weaving bags, which were donated to local nursing homes and used for wheelchairs. The students have progressed to rugs, table runners, and placemats. Rugs are sold to individuals or at conferences such as the Conference of Exceptional Children. To find out more about this program contact Mary Beth Timmer, Service-Learning Coordinator, Zeeland Public Schools at mtimmer@zps.org.














May


4	Learn and Serve – Michigan Renewal Application Guidelines Available (� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mcsc" ��www.michigan.gov/mcsc�) 


	5	Join Hands Day (� HYPERLINK "http://www.joinhandsday.org" ��www.joinhandsday.org�)


11	Learn and Serve - Michigan Conference Call 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. 


June 


30	Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) On-line Performance Report (LASSIE) due  


July


8	Learn and Serve – Michigan Renewal Applications Due


15	Periodic Expense Report due to MCSC (covering April 1 – June 30, 2007) Financial Status Report due to MCSC (covering January 1 – June 30, 2007)


16-18	National Conference on Volunteering and Service – Philadelphia, PA


August





2-3	4th Annual Urban Service-Learning Institute -Wayne State, Detroit











To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913
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