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4th Annual Urban Service-Learning Institute

August 2-3, 2007

Wayne State University, Detroit
· How can the principles of service-learning be applied in urban environments?

· What are the issues and opportunities that educators and students face in urban areas?

· How does service-learning fit in the current education reform movement?

Join us at this highly energizing event that brings together community voices to discuss

service-learning outreach and application techniques that will help students achieve excellence

in urban settings.


For more information, visit www.nylc.org/ui or contact Bernard Gill at bgill@nylc.org.
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Co-sponsors:




Serve. Learn. Change the world.TM
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Question of the month



What connections have you made with Special Education and Service-Learning? Send your experience with Jeanine Yard at yardj@michigan.gov

 yardj@michigan.gov
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Nothing Can Be Accomplished by Oneself





While partnership outside of the school with the community is important, partnerships inside the school building are just as important.  To create a successful service-learning project there needs to be cooperation inside the school between teachers and administrators, between teachers, and between teachers and students.  The old motto that nothing can be accomplished by oneself, but anything can be accomplished by a hard working group of people is completely true.


	    This year at my school there was a service-learning project that involved creating a business and than using the profits from that business to buy material to make lap blankets for a nursing home center. This project started out with a small group of at-risk students who were learning about plants and gardening, and also had business lessons taught to them.  Their objective was a to grow a garden, then using the vegetables grown, create jars of salsa to sell at conferences, parents days and any parent day event. This was extremely successful and this project involved cooperation between teachers to teach these students the skills needed to pull this project off.


	After the salsa was all sold, the group used that money to buy fleece material to make lap blankets for senior citizens at a local nursing home.  These students talked with coaches from different sport teams and asked the coaches and players to take time to make some of the blankets for them.  These students needed the cooperation between themselves and the coaches. Without this cooperation, the project would not have been a success. The project would have failed because the students would not have been able to make the required amount of blankets. To have a successful service-learning project everyone involved needs to see the larger picture and be willing to sacrifice his or her time and effort to see the project completed. Partnerships are great attributes to any service-learning project as long as everyone is on the same page anything can be accomplished.





This article was submitted by Lydia Render. Lydia is currently a student at L’Anse Creuse High School and also a member of the Michigan Service-Learning Youth Advisory Council (SLYC).








Students Work with Mayor to Get Out the Vote





Lowell, Michigan Mayor Charles Myers wanted to see if students could have an impact on voter awareness and turnout in the community. Students responded to the Mayor’s request and a partnership was born!


In class, students not only learned about the political process and the importance of voting, but also researched the candidates and issues for the November ballot.  They then created a voter information guide, which they reviewed with each 6th grade social studies class.  Each 6th grade student (approx 300 kids) was asked to pass out some guides.  To be safe and efficient they chose to pass them out at one of the highest-profile high school football games in the state, which happened to be held in Lowell.  The students knew people would be waiting in line for as long as 4 hours to get into the stadium.  Students went up and down the lines identifying voters and passed out 800 voting guides that day.


     When the polls closed in the City of Lowell an amazing 60% of the community had turned out to vote.  Normally only 40-45% turn out.  Was the increase due to this project?  “I’m sure not totally, but I certainly think it helped!” said Carla Stone, Lowell Area Schools Service-Learning Coordinator.


For more information on this partnership and more, contact Carla Stone at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cstone@lowellschools.com" ��cstone@lowellschools.com�




















Websites:


Center for Community Partnerships 		Coalition for Community Schools�� HYPERLINK "http://www.upenn.edu/ccp/" \t "_blank" �www.upenn.edu/ccp/�				� HYPERLINK "http://www.communityschools.org" ��www.communityschools.org�


HUD, Office of University Partnerships		Rural School and Community Trust�� HYPERLINK "http://www.oup.org" ��www.oup.org�					� HYPERLINK "http://www.ruraledu.org" ��www.ruraledu.org�


National Service Learning Clearinghouse School/Community Partnerships: Selected Resources Scotts Valley, CA: Author, 2006. �� HYPERLINK "http://servicelearning.org/lib_svcs/bibs/cb_bibs/school_cmty/index.php" �http://servicelearning.org/lib_svcs/bibs/cb_bibs/school_cmty/index.php�








To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913
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