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News and Updates


� HYPERLINK "https://programs.regweb.com/metro/NYLC2007/registration/index.cfm?page=registrationinfo" \t "_self" �Online Registration is Now Available — Register Now!��Registration is now open for The 18th Annual National Service-Learning Conference: Beyond Borders, Beyond Boundaries. Register now and save money! Early bird rates are in effect until November 22. 











Wild about Service-Learning!


Project WILD activities go hand-in-hand with the purpose behind service- learning; engaging students in meaningful and purposeful service to their school and community. By tapping into the desire to be a part of a team, students build upon their natural desire to understand, debate, and resolve real-life issues while participating in Project WILD activities. 


Since the goal of Project WILD is to assist learners of any age in the development of an awareness and commitment to responsible behavior and constructive action concerning wildlife and the environment, Project WILD is the ideal tool for service-learning programs and activities. Please visit � HYPERLINK "http://projectwild.org/learning.htm" ��http://projectwild.org/learning.htm�.
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Students Tackle the Job of Monitoring EPA Project





When the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency asked,” Would any local schools be interested in monitoring recovery of the Torch Lake Superfund site,” five Michigan Copper Country high schools answered the call. Since the fall of 2003, high school classes at Calumet, Chassell, Hancock, Dollar Bay-Tamarack City, and Lake Linden-Hubbell High Schools have been monitoring the recovery of five locations within the Torch Lake Superfund Area. One hundred years of copper mining in the Keweenaw had left portions of the shorelines of Torch Lake, Calumet Lake and Lake Superior covered by millions of tons of stamp sand (coarse black crushed rock) creating a hot, dry environment inhospitable to plant and animal life, and exposed to wind and water erosion. With assistance from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Superfund Division, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and Western Upper Peninsula Center for Science, Mathematics and Environmental Education, teachers and students tackled the job of monitoring recovery following the EPA’s $15 million remediation project.





Students at these five participating high schools can’t share the common complaint their peers 


often voice… that learning is not meaningful. Each September, the area high school students 


conduct the monitoring as part of their coursework in chemistry, biology, and environmental 


science classes. Students evaluate plant and bird diversity, rooting depth, soil fertility, and 


biomass production at post-cleanup sites. The EPA and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are 


available to provide technical assistance as needed. The students will continue to perform this 


long-term monitoring on post-cleanup through 2008. Mr. Corey Soumis, high school 


environmental science teacher at Calumet High School reports, “The Torch Lake Monitoring 


Project has provided my students with the opportunity to feel that their education is useful. 


The Torch Lake Monitoring Project is a real-life research project requiring accurate scientific 


data and as such, the students respond by putting forth a sincere effort. The students take greater 


pride in doing the work required to complete the project as compared to typical classroom lessons. 


In the process of completing this project the students learn valuable observation, data collecting, data analysis, and communication skills.”  For a complete summary of the project visit �  � PRIVATE HREF="http://wupcenter.mtu.edu/news/torch_lake_students_action.html"� MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://wupcenter.mtu.edu/news/torch_lake_students_action.html� For more information contact Mrs. Carla Strome, Copper Country ISD at cstrome@copperisd.org








Service Learning: Education Beyond the Classroom 





This booklet describes how students across the country are gaining hands-on awareness of waste reduction, recycling, and composting, through solid waste service-learning projects. Service-learning, an educational experience that combines knowledge with service and personal reflection, is teaching kindergarten through 12th-grade students various aspects of safe solid waste management, such as reducing household hazardous waste and buying recycled-content products. This booklet contains 17 profiles of school-based and community projects. Contacts and additional resources are also included to provide information on how to start a solid waste service-learning program. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/general/educate/svclearn.pdf" �Service-Learning: Education Beyond the Classroom� �Adobe Acrobat PDF File [942 KB] || � HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/general/espanol/sp-svlrn.pdf" �en Español� [410 KB] 








Earth Force engages young people as active citizens who improve the environment their communities now and in the future. Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.earthforce.org/" ��http://www.earthforce.org/� for more information.





Explore how science, math and technology work in your world.


eCYBERMISSION is a web-based science, math and technology competition for 6th through 9th grade teams. Compete for regional and national awards while working to solve problems in your community. Registration deadline is December 12th! Don't wait, register today! Final submissions are due on February 20, 2007! Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ecybermission.com/index" ��http://www.ecybermission.com/index� for more information.











� HYPERLINK "http://cgee.hamline.edu/watershed/action/" �Center for Global Environmental Education Watershed Plan� �The Watershed Action Site offers one - stop - help in planning and organizing service-learning projects to prevent water pollution in your watershed. Within this site you can access everything from scientific background information or curricula to local experts or stencils for painting storm drain signs.





To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.





Southgate Anderson High School


Kassuba’s “Cyber Citizens” project expands community and student opportunities in technology by creating a partnership between high school students and local senior citizens. Student participants are connected with residents of a nearby retirement community, and work throughout the school year to teach their senior citizen partners how to use computers and the Internet for research, communication and entertainment. To learn more about Cyber Citizens and 2006 ING Unsung Heroes® Top Winners visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ing-usa.com/us/aboutING/communityconnections/ineducation/unsungheroes/001136.html" ��http://www.ing-usa.com/us/aboutING/communityconnections/ineducation/unsungheroes/001136.html�.
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