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Meeting Five Critical Challenges of High School Reform �Lessons from Research on Three Reform Models by Janet Quint �High school reform has moved to the top of the education policy agenda, commanding the attention of the federal government, governors, urban school superintendents, philanthropists, and the general public. This is the first in a series of reports for policymakers, practitioners, and others who must make hard choices about how to change high schools.�This report offers research-based lessons from evaluations about five major challenges associated with low-performing high schools: (1) creating a personalized and orderly learning environment, (2) assisting students who enter high school with poor academic skills, (3) improving instructional content and practice, (4) preparing students for the world beyond high school, and (5) stimulating change in overstressed high schools. To read this helpful report visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.mdrc.org/publications/428/overview.html" ��http://www.mdrc.org/publications/428/overview.html�





HIGH SCHOOL REFORM MODELS THAT SUPPORT STUDENT ACHEIVEMENT�Work towards raising student achievement and personalizing the educational experience for high school students has led to the development of a number of comprehensive high school reform models. This page contains resources and links to programs, reports and research that support the implementation of these reforms.


High School Reform Models:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncee.org/acsd/index.jsp?setProtocol=true" �America's Choice� 					� HYPERLINK "http://www.elob.org/" �Expeditionary Learning Outward Bound�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.atlascommunities.org/" �ATLAS Communities� 				� HYPERLINK "http://www.irre.org/ftf/" �First Things First�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.essentialschools.org/" �Coalition of Essential Schools� 			� HYPERLINK "http://www.sreb.org/programs/hstw/hstwindex.asp" �High Schools That Work�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.temple.edu/LSS/cfl.htm" �Community for Learning� 				� HYPERLINK "http://www.mrsh.org/" �Modern Red Schoolhouse�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.co-nect.net/" �Co-NECT� 						� HYPERLINK "http://www.paideia.org/content.php/system/index.htm" �Paideia�	


� HYPERLINK "http://www.edisonschools.com/home/home.cfm" �Edison Schools� 					� HYPERLINK "http://www.csos.jhu.edu/tdhs/" �Talent Development High School�


Reprinted from U.S. Department of Education � HYPERLINK "http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/pi/hs/reform.html" ��http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/pi/hs/reform.html�.








Service Learning as a Key to Rigor, Relevance and Relationships


By: Kristine Grunwald, Williamston Community Schools





As the new school year begins, school leaders are constantly looking for new ways to stretch fewer dollars, while struggling to systematize mandates coming from both the state and national levels.  Both the new requirements for High School reform and the School Improvement process have recently focused on the key elements of Rigor, Relevance and Relationships.   This is where service-learning can make a tremendous impact as a curriculum tool to help students engage in rigorous and relevant activities that promote high levels of academic achievement, and help students build relationship with members of their community.





The International Center for Leadership in Education’s Framework for Rigor and Relevance, (International Center For Leadership In Education. Handbook for Rigor and Relevance 2002, � HYPERLINK "http://www.daggett.com/rigor.html" ��www.daggett.com/rigor.html�) focuses on four components of knowledge:  acquisition, application, assimilation and adaptation.  This framework can be used in development of instruction and assessment activities that meet learner needs and higher achievement goals.  And, in fact, the framework lists community service as an example of student work that reflects rigor and relevance.  Consider the following examples from the many checklists that focus on rigor and relevance and apply them to many of the great service-learning projects throughout the state of Michigan:  


The project calls for unique solutions to real world problems


Independent tasks require students to work independently of the teacher


The projects utilize interdisciplinary skills across the curriculum based on state standards


Projects help students do their own thinking and learning and to identify their learning issues


Students learn from what they do rather than what they are told, observe or read.  





The key is that service-learning is not an “ add-on” but an essential component in helping our students achieve mastery of key skills, and in helping our teachers and administrators see that rigor and relevance are right there in our community.  














Book Store


Improving Service-Learning Practice: Research on Models to Enhance Impacts


Greenwich, CT: Information Age Publishing, Inc.  Found in Education Review, A journal of book reviews 


Reviewed by Beronda Montgomery, Michigan State University Root, Susan; Callahan, Jane; & 


Billig, Shelley H. (Eds.). (2005)





This fifth book in the Advances in Service-Learning Research series continues to expand the discussion of service-learning research and practice. The first section includes studies of service-learning in teacher education and begins with a chapter by Root that revisits studies carried out by the National Service-Learning and Teacher Education Partnership during its 6-year history. Section II of the volume focuses on implementation and suggests new links between theory and practice that can inform and improve service-learning. Section III includes discussions of a variety of new research models for examining complex issues in service-learning.


To read a review of the book review visit � HYPERLINK "http://edrev.asu.edu/index.html" ��http://edrev.asu.edu/index.html�


Building Up in the Middle Grades to Achieve Breakthrough Performance in High School 


School Reinvention Symposium for Grades 6-12


The best high schools in America do not attribute their success to one defining initiative or program


but rather to a consistent and unrelenting build up of activity system-wide that eventually resulted in


breakthrough performance at the high school. To ensure that all students are prepared for success


in their lives beyond school, the middle grades must be made part of the broader secondary school


reinvention movement. To find out more please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.leadered.com/symposium/pdf/brochure.pdf" ��http://www.leadered.com/symposium/pdf/brochure.pdf�.








Michigan State University experts, students comment on K-12 


curriculum reform in Michigan, nationwide


Contact: Geoff Koch, University Relations, (517) 432-0924, � HYPERLINK "mailto:kochg@msu.edu" �kochg@msu.edu�; or Kristin K. Anderson, University Relations, (517) 353-8819, � HYPERLINK "mailto:ander284@msu.edu" �ander284@msu.edu�


In Michigan, efforts to strengthen the K-12 system are linked to a range of state policy goals, from reversing brain drain and creating 21st-century jobs to reinvigorating civic and community life. State lawmakers are debating high school graduation standards that would focus on three new Rs – rigor, relevance and relationships – and raise expectations for math and science proficiency. Michigan State University faculty members, administrators and students are available to offer research-based or personal analysis of several K-12-related issues: For more information please visit � HYPERLINK "http://special.newsroom.msu.edu/curriculum/index.html" ��http://special.newsroom.msu.edu/curriculum/index.html�.
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To share information about service-learning topics or resources, please call the MCSC at 517.241.2553, 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gilmant@michigan.gov" ��gilmant@michigan.gov� or write


 “Service-Learning Tool Kit,” Michigan Community Service Commission, 1048 Pierpont, Suite 4, Lansing, MI 48913





The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, activities, and materials. Please call 517.335.4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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