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MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY

October 28, 2006
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Make A Difference Day, a national day of service, was created in 1992 by USA Weekend magazine in partnership with The Points of Light Foundation as a unique program to challenge and reward volunteers. It is the nation's largest day of volunteering with millions participating annually. Americans of all ages and walks of life take action to help others on the fourth Saturday in October to make a difference in their communities.  Join millions across the nation on this national day of volunteering, the 16th annual Make A Difference Day.

For more information and a Make a Difference Day project planning guide, visit www.usaweekend.com/diffday/index.html  
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New Online Courses 

Available from CNCS
The Corporation for National and Community Service is offering two free online courses to professionals in the service field:

Corporate Motivation & Response

To be successful in soliciting charitable funds from business leaders, imagine yourself sitting behind their desks. This course is designed to expand your corporate solicitation skills to speak the language of business when presenting your proposal. By gaining insight into why businesses support charity, you can match corporate goals to your program. The communication and cultivation techniques offered in this course can help ensure corporate contributions. 

Individual Writing to Individuals

To keep your program running year after year, you need individuals whose support you can secure year after year as well. This course provides tools and tips for your program to outline an annual giving appeal to deliver directly to individual givers. It also examines cost-effective techniques to keep donors engaged through a year-long communications plan, including newsletters, annual reports, and e-communications. Help your program's annual giving campaign run smoothly and gain greater support year after year. 
To learn more and register, visit

http://ga1.org/ct/37ML-bs19qDx/ 

The Workbench’s

To see Michigan’s complete 2006 National Service Calendar, visit

www.michigan.gov/mcsc
OCTOBER 2006

5
Corporate Sponsorships: Effective Solicitation and Management, Lansing, MI (Lynne Kohon, 

(517) 349-1970, afp-cac@comcast.net)
12
After School Forum, Detroit, MI (www.ysrc.org) 

13
Michigan Nonprofit Association UP Conference, Marquette, MI (Michigan Nonprofit Association, 

www.mnaonline.org, 517-492-2400)

18-20
Advanced Leadership for Nonprofit Executives, Bellaire, MI (GVSU, Jane Kreha, (616) 331-7232, 

krehaj@gvsu.edu)
18
Disability Mentoring Day (www.dmd-aapd.org/) 

22-28
Kids Care Week (www.kidscare.org) 

25
Michigan’s Mentoring Conference, 9:00am-4:00pm, Lansing, MI (Kathie Vasilion, (517) 373-4200,

vasilionk@michigan.gov, www.michigan.gov/mcsc) 

26
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Meeting, 10:00am-4:00pm, MCSC (Michelle Metzmaker,

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

28
Make a Difference Day (www.makeadifferenceday.com) 

NOVEMBER 2006

7
Election Day
11
Veterans Day

13-17
Principles and Techniques of Fundraising from Indiana University’s The Fundraising School, Grand 

Rapids, MI (Johnson Center for Philanthropy, www.johnsoncenter.org, (616) 331-7232) 

13-19
World Kindness Week (www.actsofkindness.org) 
15
We Can’t Go It Alone: Nonprofit Strategic Partnerships, Livonia, MI (Michigan Nonprofit 

Association, www.mnaonline.org, 517-492-2400)

16
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Celebration, 10:00am-4:00pm, Lansing, MI (Michelle Metzmaker, 

(517) 241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

16-17
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Meeting, Lansing, MI (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 241-

3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

18
Family Volunteer Day (www.familyvolunteerday.org) 

19-25 National Family Week (www.nationalfamilyweek.org)
20
Volunteer Administration Seminar with Nancy McDuff, Southeastern, MI (Mike Corbin, 

mcorbin@mnaonline.org) 

DECEMBER 2006

14
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Program Director Conference Call, 10:00am (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 

241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

12
Michigan’s AmeriCorps Member Council Conference Call, 10:00am (Michelle Metzmaker, (517) 

241-3606, metzmakerm1@michigan.gov)

*If you or your agency would like information about upcoming events included our three-month National Service planner, please contact Megan Sargent at sargentm1@michigan.gov or (517) 241-3494.
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               The Michigan Community Service Commission’s 


    The Workbench – October 2006


		     Giving you the tools you need to build your program successfully.





Save the Date!  July 16-18 2007





Plan now to attend the nation’s premier event for volunteering and community service. The Points of Light Foundation & Volunteer Center National Network and the Corporation for National and Community Service invite you to join your colleagues from all corners of the volunteering and service fields to share and learn.





Historic Philadelphia provides an ideal setting for learning from past success and gaining knowledge and skills to serve you in the future.  





Visit � HYPERLINK "http://r.vresp.com/?PointsofLightFoundat/596080cac2/710741/51f89d44c9/410c534" �www.volunteeringandservice.org� for advance information on registration, housing and more.











GOOGLE GRANTS ADWORDS PROGRAM





Designed for non-profit organizations, the Google  Grants AdWords Program awards advertising on the Google.com web site to organizations that promote community service. To learn more and apply, visit:


http://ga1.org/ct/X1ML-bs19qDI/ 








MEETAMERICORPS.COM LAUNCHED TO CONNECT MEMBERS AND ALUMNI





MeetAmeriCorps.com allows anyone involved with national service to easily create a profile and search for AmeriCorps alumni, fellow volunteers, or community members. The goal of this new social networking tool is to improve volunteer effectiveness. To learn more, visit:


http://ga1.org/ct/ydML-bs1JqDY/ 
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The MCSC is firmly committed to providing access, equal opportunity, and reasonable accommodation in its programs, 


activities, and materials.  Please call (517) 335-4295 to request accommodations or to obtain materials in an alternate format.
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