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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION

In FY2006, the United States imported In FY2006, the United States imported 
approximately 3.9 billion pounds of approximately 3.9 billion pounds of meat and meat and 
poultrypoultry from 29 eligible foreign countries from 29 eligible foreign countries 
actively exporting.actively exporting.

83.8 % Fresh Red Meat 83.8 % Fresh Red Meat 
►►manufacturing, carcasses and cutsmanufacturing, carcasses and cuts
2.1% Fresh Poultry2.1% Fresh Poultry

14.1 % Processed Meat/Poultry14.1 % Processed Meat/Poultry
►►primarily readyprimarily ready--toto--eateat



INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION
% Meat and Poultry Imported into U.S. FY % Meat and Poultry Imported into U.S. FY 

20062006
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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION
In FY2006, the United States In FY2006, the United States 
imported approximately 5.9 million imported approximately 5.9 million 
pounds of pounds of egg productsegg products from from 
Canada. Canada. 

►►59.9 % Pasteurized 59.9 % Pasteurized 
LiquidLiquid
FrozenFrozen

►►38.6 % Unpasterized 38.6 % Unpasterized 
LiquidLiquid
FrozenFrozen

►► 1.5 % Dried1.5 % Dried



Foreign Country EligibilityForeign Country Eligibility

►►Equivalence:  The concept that different Equivalence:  The concept that different 
sanitary measures may be used to achieve sanitary measures may be used to achieve 
the same level of food safetythe same level of food safety

►►Countries are not required to adopt an Countries are not required to adopt an 
identical inspection system, rather they identical inspection system, rather they 
must have an equivalent onemust have an equivalent one



Foreign Country EligibilityForeign Country Eligibility

►►Countries wishing to become eligible to Countries wishing to become eligible to 
export meat, poultry, or egg products to the export meat, poultry, or egg products to the 
United States must make a formal request United States must make a formal request 
by letter to :by letter to :

U.S. Department of AgricultureU.S. Department of Agriculture
Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS)Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS)
International Policy StaffInternational Policy Staff
1400 Independence Avenue, SW1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington D.C. 20250Washington D.C. 20250
Telephone (202) 720Telephone (202) 720--64006400



Foreign Country EligibilityForeign Country Eligibility

►►The evaluation of a countryThe evaluation of a country’’s inspection s inspection 
system to determine eligibility involves two system to determine eligibility involves two 
steps:steps:

Document ReviewDocument Review
OnOn--Site ReviewSite Review



Foreign Country EligibilityForeign Country Eligibility
►► Document Review:  Evaluation of the countryDocument Review:  Evaluation of the country’’s s 

laws, regulations and other written informationlaws, regulations and other written information
►► Focuses on five risk areas:Focuses on five risk areas:

ContaminationContamination
DiseaseDisease
ProcessingProcessing
ResiduesResidues
Compliance and Economic FraudCompliance and Economic Fraud



Foreign Country EligibilityForeign Country Eligibility

►►On Site Review:  Technical team will visit On Site Review:  Technical team will visit 
the country to evaluate the five risk areas the country to evaluate the five risk areas 
as well as:as well as:

Plant Facilities and EquipmentPlant Facilities and Equipment
LaboratoriesLaboratories
Training ProgramsTraining Programs
In Plant Inspection OperationsIn Plant Inspection Operations



Foreign Country EligibilityForeign Country Eligibility

►► If FSIS judges the system equivalent to the U.S. If FSIS judges the system equivalent to the U.S. 
inspection system, FSIS promulgates rules which, inspection system, FSIS promulgates rules which, 
when completed, result in the listing of the when completed, result in the listing of the 
country in Federal regulations,9CFR 327.2 for country in Federal regulations,9CFR 327.2 for 
meat and 9CFR 381.196 for poultry, as eligible to meat and 9CFR 381.196 for poultry, as eligible to 
import into the United Statesimport into the United States

►► The foreign countryThe foreign country’’s inspection system is then s inspection system is then 
responsible for certifying individual exporting responsible for certifying individual exporting 
establishmentsestablishments



Entry into the United StatesEntry into the United States

►►Meat, Poultry & Egg products entering the Meat, Poultry & Egg products entering the 
U.S. usually are transported in the following U.S. usually are transported in the following 
ways:ways:

Container VesselContainer Vessel
Bulk VesselBulk Vessel
Air FreightAir Freight
TruckTruck
Rail CarRail Car



Entry Into the United StatesEntry Into the United States

►► U.S.Customs & Border Protection (CBP)U.S.Customs & Border Protection (CBP)
Importers into the U.S. must file a customs entry form Importers into the U.S. must file a customs entry form 
with the appropriate port director of the U.S. Customs & with the appropriate port director of the U.S. Customs & 
Border Protection,U.S. Department of Homeland SecurityBorder Protection,U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Importers are required to post a Importers are required to post a ““bond", usually an bond", usually an 
amount to cover the value of the shipment plus duties amount to cover the value of the shipment plus duties 
and fees.  Shipments remain under bond and subject to and fees.  Shipments remain under bond and subject to 
rere--delivery by the U.S. Customs & Border Protection until delivery by the U.S. Customs & Border Protection until 
FSIS releases the shipmentFSIS releases the shipment

www.cbp.govwww.cbp.gov



Entry into the United StatesEntry into the United States

►► Food and Drug Administration (FDA)Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
FDA is responsible for Seafood, Denatured Animal Food FDA is responsible for Seafood, Denatured Animal Food 
Products and Meat and Poultry Products not amenable to Products and Meat and Poultry Products not amenable to 
FSISFSIS
Examples of nonExamples of non--amenable products subject to the amenable products subject to the 
requirements of the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic requirements of the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic 
act are as follows:act are as follows:
►► Certain products containing meat or poultry in small Certain products containing meat or poultry in small 

amounts (less than or equal to 3%)amounts (less than or equal to 3%)
►► Dried soup mixes containing red meat in any amountDried soup mixes containing red meat in any amount
►► Species under Voluntary InspectionSpecies under Voluntary Inspection
►► Reference 9 CFR 381.15Reference 9 CFR 381.15

www.fda.govwww.fda.gov



Entry into the United StatesEntry into the United States

►►Animal Plant Health Inspection Service Animal Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS)(APHIS)

Responsible for controlling animal health issuesResponsible for controlling animal health issues
Restricts some products from entering the Restricts some products from entering the 
United States because of animal disease United States because of animal disease 
conditions in the country of originconditions in the country of origin
Contact APHIS Veterinary Services, National Contact APHIS Veterinary Services, National 
Center for Import and ExportCenter for Import and Export

www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/ncie/www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/ncie/



Entry into the United StatesEntry into the United States

►► Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS)Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS)
Responsible for public health issues concerning meat, Responsible for public health issues concerning meat, 
poultry and egg productspoultry and egg products
Office of International Affairs (OIA), Import Inspection Office of International Affairs (OIA), Import Inspection 
Division (IID) is responsible for imported meat, poultry & Division (IID) is responsible for imported meat, poultry & 
egg products along with imported unegg products along with imported un--denatured inedible denatured inedible 
meat products intended for other than human meat products intended for other than human 
consumption consumption 

www.fsis.usda.govwww.fsis.usda.gov



FSIS Import ReFSIS Import Re--InspectionInspection

►► After an incoming After an incoming 
shipment has met U.S. shipment has met U.S. 
Customs & Border Customs & Border 
Protection and APHIS Protection and APHIS 
requirements, the requirements, the 
shipment must be reshipment must be re--
inspected at an FSIS inspected at an FSIS 
approved import approved import 
inspection facilityinspection facility

►► About 75 FSIS Inspectors                        About 75 FSIS Inspectors                        
carry out recarry out re--inspection at           inspection at           
approximately 150 FSIS approximately 150 FSIS 
approved import facilitiesapproved import facilities





Automated Import Information Automated Import Information 
System (AIIS)System (AIIS)

►► The import establishment representative is expected to The import establishment representative is expected to 
deliver the 9540deliver the 9540--1 to the FSIS inspector the day it is 1 to the FSIS inspector the day it is 
receivedreceived

►► The FSIS Import Inspector will initially enter the The FSIS Import Inspector will initially enter the 
information from the faxed 9540information from the faxed 9540--1 into the Automated 1 into the Automated 
Import Information System (AIIS)Import Information System (AIIS)



Automated Import Information Automated Import Information 
System (AIIS)System (AIIS)

►►Centralized computer database that Centralized computer database that 
generates TOI (Type of Inspection) and generates TOI (Type of Inspection) and 
stores restores re--inspection resultsinspection results

Links ports of entryLinks ports of entry
Tracks results from each countryTracks results from each country
Tracks results from each establishmentTracks results from each establishment



Automated Import Information Automated Import Information 
System (AIIS)System (AIIS)

►► System is able to confirm eligibility of country System is able to confirm eligibility of country 
under both public health and animal health under both public health and animal health 
regulationsregulations

►► Applies different frequencies of reApplies different frequencies of re--inspection for inspection for 
each type of inspection performedeach type of inspection performed

►► Has the ability to increase/decrease reHas the ability to increase/decrease re--inspection inspection 
of products by country or establishmentof products by country or establishment

PerformancePerformance--basedbased
Compliance history of country and establishmentCompliance history of country and establishment



FSIS Import ReFSIS Import Re--InspectionInspection

►►Import Inspection Personnel verify the Import Inspection Personnel verify the 
following upon arrival of the shipment:following upon arrival of the shipment:

Foreign country eligibilityForeign country eligibility
Foreign establishment certificationForeign establishment certification
Original foreign Health Certificate        Original foreign Health Certificate        
accompanies shipmentaccompanies shipment
Original, signed FSIS form 9540Original, signed FSIS form 9540--11
accompanies shipmentaccompanies shipment
►► Statements and required elements                        Statements and required elements                        

defined in 9 CFR 327.4 and 381.197defined in 9 CFR 327.4 and 381.197



““Type of InspectionType of Inspection”” (TOI) assigned (TOI) assigned 
by AIISby AIIS

►► ““SkippedSkipped””
►► Skipped loads are not staged, rather the inspector Skipped loads are not staged, rather the inspector 

has the truck/trailer doors opened and without has the truck/trailer doors opened and without 
entering the vehicle observes:entering the vehicle observes:

Proper certification/documentationProper certification/documentation
LabelingLabeling
General conditionGeneral condition
Transportation damageTransportation damage



““SkippedSkipped”” AssignmentAssignment



““Type of InspectionType of Inspection”” (TOI) assigned (TOI) assigned 
by AIISby AIIS

►► ““InspectionInspection”” Physical Physical 
ExaminationsExaminations

Product Examinations Product Examinations 
Net weight checksNet weight checks
Condition of containerCondition of container
IncubationIncubation
Pink juice exam (cooked Pink juice exam (cooked 
beef)beef)
Species IdentificationSpecies Identification
Field Test (SIFT)Field Test (SIFT)



““Type of InspectionType of Inspection”” (TOI) assigned (TOI) assigned 
by AIISby AIIS

►► ““InspectionInspection”” Laboratory ExaminationsLaboratory Examinations
Microbiological Contamination:Microbiological Contamination:
►► E. coli 0157:H7 (raw & readyE. coli 0157:H7 (raw & ready--toto--eat (RTE) products)eat (RTE) products)
►► Listeria (RTE)Listeria (RTE)
►► Salmonella (RTE)Salmonella (RTE)

Residues (Chemical & Pesticide)Residues (Chemical & Pesticide)
Food ChemistryFood Chemistry
Species IdentificationSpecies Identification
PathologyPathology



““InspectionInspection”” AssignmentAssignment



Inspection Assignment Inspection Assignment 
WorksheetWorksheet



““Levels of InspectionLevels of Inspection”” assigned by assigned by 
AIISAIIS

►►ReRe--inspection occurs at one of three levels:inspection occurs at one of three levels:

““NormalNormal”” level:level:
►► Lots are reLots are re--inspected according to statistical scheduleinspected according to statistical schedule

►► Targeted number of lots is based on imported lots Targeted number of lots is based on imported lots 
presented by country, species and process category presented by country, species and process category 
the previous yearthe previous year

►► Lots are not held by FSIS at Port of Entry (POE) Lots are not held by FSIS at Port of Entry (POE) 
pending receipt of laboratory resultspending receipt of laboratory results



““Levels of InspectionLevels of Inspection”” assigned by assigned by 
AIISAIIS

““IncreasedIncreased”” level:level:
►► Above the Above the ““NormalNormal”” level of samplinglevel of sampling

►► Agency management decision rather than from a Agency management decision rather than from a 
failed TOIfailed TOI

►► Lots are not usually held by FSIS at POE.  However, Lots are not usually held by FSIS at POE.  However, 
the importer may place the shipment on the importer may place the shipment on ““voluntary voluntary 
holdhold”” pending receipt of  laboratory resultspending receipt of  laboratory results



““Levels of InspectionLevels of Inspection”” assigned by assigned by 
AIISAIIS

““IntensifiedIntensified”” levellevel::
►► Level of reLevel of re--inspection for a TOI when a lot fails to inspection for a TOI when a lot fails to 

meet U.S. requirementsmeet U.S. requirements
►► Subsequent shipments (from the same establishment Subsequent shipments (from the same establishment 

and process category) are held by FSIS pending test and process category) are held by FSIS pending test 
resultsresults

►► ““PhysicalPhysical”” type of inspection (TOI)type of inspection (TOI)
MinimumMinimum--10 consecutive lots10 consecutive lots

►► ““LaboratoryLaboratory”” type of inspection (TOI)type of inspection (TOI)
MinimumMinimum--15 consecutive lots and/or 15 times the weight of 15 consecutive lots and/or 15 times the weight of 
the failed lotthe failed lot



Entry into the United StatesEntry into the United States

►► Prior to entry into the U.S., an employee of the Canadian Prior to entry into the U.S., an employee of the Canadian 
exporting establishment will complete the Import exporting establishment will complete the Import 
Inspection Application (FSIS Form 9540Inspection Application (FSIS Form 9540--1) and fax it 1) and fax it 
directly to the U.S. border import facility of their choicedirectly to the U.S. border import facility of their choice

Any approved FSIS Import Establishment can be identified for Any approved FSIS Import Establishment can be identified for 
conducting the reconducting the re--inspection however; the inspection assignment inspection however; the inspection assignment 
mustmust be obtained at a border inspection facilitybe obtained at a border inspection facility

►► Upon receipt of the faxed 9540Upon receipt of the faxed 9540--1:1:
Shipments must be presented for FSIS reShipments must be presented for FSIS re--inspection within 72 inspection within 72 
hours (three working days)hours (three working days)
Or the exporting establishment must notify the designated importOr the exporting establishment must notify the designated import
establishment when the shipment will arriveestablishment when the shipment will arrive



Entry into the United StatesEntry into the United States

►► Canadian shipments that do not cross into the U.S. Canadian shipments that do not cross into the U.S. 
by truck are not expected to adhere to the 72 by truck are not expected to adhere to the 72 
hour rulehour rule

►► Exporters of shipments by air, water, or rail car Exporters of shipments by air, water, or rail car 
are required to:are required to:

Fax FSIS Form 9540Fax FSIS Form 9540--1 to the designated import facility1 to the designated import facility
Include an estimated time of arrival (ETA) in the Include an estimated time of arrival (ETA) in the 
remarks section of the 9540remarks section of the 9540--11

►► FSIS Import personnel will:FSIS Import personnel will:
Verify the presence of an ETA on the 9540Verify the presence of an ETA on the 9540--11
Return the form to import facility representatives for a Return the form to import facility representatives for a 
declaration of an ETA for the shipmentdeclaration of an ETA for the shipment



Amendments to Faxed 9540Amendments to Faxed 9540--11

►► Canadian exporters are encouraged to fax FSIS Canadian exporters are encouraged to fax FSIS 
Form 9540Form 9540--1 as close as possible to the time of 1 as close as possible to the time of 
the shipment arrival to the designated FSIS import the shipment arrival to the designated FSIS import 
facilityfacility

►► Additional lots may be added to the Canadian Additional lots may be added to the Canadian 
health certificate:health certificate:

An amended 9540An amended 9540--1 must be presented to FSIS with the 1 must be presented to FSIS with the 
shipmentshipment
This may cause delays at the import establishment due This may cause delays at the import establishment due 
to corrections made to the AIIS databaseto corrections made to the AIIS database



Amendments to Faxed 9540Amendments to Faxed 9540--11

►► Once the 9540Once the 9540--1 has been faxed, changes of the 1 has been faxed, changes of the 
designated import facility are designated import facility are notnot allowed except:allowed except:

►► Emergency situations:Emergency situations:
Emergency situations are defined as fires, explosions, chemical Emergency situations are defined as fires, explosions, chemical 
spills, bombings, bomb threats and natural disastersspills, bombings, bomb threats and natural disasters
Reference FSIS Directive 4791.6Reference FSIS Directive 4791.6

►► Closing of the border crossing:Closing of the border crossing:
Closings due to actions of  Canadian or U.S. government authoritClosings due to actions of  Canadian or U.S. government authoritiesies

►► OIA must be consulted prior to amending any application OIA must be consulted prior to amending any application 
in these instancesin these instances

After receiving permission, shipments may proceed to the newly After receiving permission, shipments may proceed to the newly 
designated import facilitydesignated import facility



Cancellation of Shipments Cancellation of Shipments 

►► Shipments in which FSIS has received prior notification Shipments in which FSIS has received prior notification 
must be cancelled in the following manner:must be cancelled in the following manner:

The Canadian exporter must notify the FSIS Inspector, The Canadian exporter must notify the FSIS Inspector, in writingin writing, , 
at the designated FSIS import facilityat the designated FSIS import facility
Written notification must be received prior to the 72 hour limitWritten notification must be received prior to the 72 hour limit

►► Failure to notify FSIS of a cancelled shipment may result in Failure to notify FSIS of a cancelled shipment may result in 
delays for subsequent shipmentsdelays for subsequent shipments

►► When a shipment is cancelled the Canadian health When a shipment is cancelled the Canadian health 
certificate cannot be used againcertificate cannot be used again

Product must be reProduct must be re--certified by the Canadian Inspection Servicecertified by the Canadian Inspection Service



Entry into the United StatesEntry into the United States

►► Upon the shipments entry into the United States Upon the shipments entry into the United States 
from Canada:from Canada:

The official documents must be presented to the Import The official documents must be presented to the Import 
Inspector at any FSIS import establishment along the U.S. Inspector at any FSIS import establishment along the U.S. 
–– Canadian borderCanadian border
►►This establishment may differ from the designated reThis establishment may differ from the designated re--inspection inspection 

establishment identified in Blocks 12 and 13 on FSIS Form 9540establishment identified in Blocks 12 and 13 on FSIS Form 9540--11
►► If any portion of shipment is designated an If any portion of shipment is designated an ““inspectioninspection””, the , the 

shipment shipment mustmust proceed to the originally designated import facility proceed to the originally designated import facility 
for refor re--inspectioninspection



““IntensifiedIntensified”” for Laboratory Failuresfor Laboratory Failures

►► Canadian establishments on Canadian establishments on ““IntensifiedIntensified”” for any for any 
laboratory failure have two options in regards to sampling:laboratory failure have two options in regards to sampling:

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) may certify the The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) may certify the 
results on the health certificate*results on the health certificate*
►► The health certificate would need to be faxed with the 9540The health certificate would need to be faxed with the 9540--1 to the 1 to the 

FSIS Import InspectorFSIS Import Inspector
The Canadian establishment may elect to have FSIS sample and The Canadian establishment may elect to have FSIS sample and 
hold the product at the designated FSIS import facility pending hold the product at the designated FSIS import facility pending the the 
outcome of the laboratory analysisoutcome of the laboratory analysis

* * Exempting portExempting port--ofof--entry testing for ground or comminuted entry testing for ground or comminuted 
beef and/or veal product for E.coli O157:H7, based on beef and/or veal product for E.coli O157:H7, based on 
certification from the foreign inspection service, is not an certification from the foreign inspection service, is not an 
option at this timeoption at this time



FSIS Import ReFSIS Import Re--InspectionInspection

►►Canadian imported meat, poultry and egg Canadian imported meat, poultry and egg 
products that pass FSIS reproducts that pass FSIS re--inspection are inspection are 
allowed to enter U.S. commerce for allowed to enter U.S. commerce for 
distribution and use as if they were distribution and use as if they were 
produced domesticallyproduced domestically



FSIS Import ReFSIS Import Re--InspectionInspection

►►Outside containers of imported meat, Outside containers of imported meat, 
poultry and egg products that fail to meet poultry and egg products that fail to meet 
U.S. requirements are stamped U.S. requirements are stamped ““United United 
States Refused EntryStates Refused Entry”” and, within 45 days:and, within 45 days:

Must be exported from the USMust be exported from the US
DestroyedDestroyed
Converted to animal foodConverted to animal food
►► If eligibleIf eligible
►► With the approval of the Food                                   With the approval of the Food                                   

and Drug Administration (FDA)and Drug Administration (FDA)



Failure to Present (FTP)Failure to Present (FTP)

►► It cannot be overemphasized that the exporting It cannot be overemphasized that the exporting 
establishment will be held responsible for failure to establishment will be held responsible for failure to 
present (FTP)present (FTP)

►► It is the responsibility of the exporting It is the responsibility of the exporting 
establishment to ensure that all shipments:establishment to ensure that all shipments:

Stop at the FSIS import establishment located on the Stop at the FSIS import establishment located on the 
U.S. U.S. –– Canadian border for an assignment by the AIISCanadian border for an assignment by the AIIS
Proceed to the FSIS import establishment for reProceed to the FSIS import establishment for re--
inspection of the shipmentinspection of the shipment
►► If different than the facility designated on the faxed copy of If different than the facility designated on the faxed copy of 

FSIS Form 9540FSIS Form 9540--11



Failure to Present (FTP)Failure to Present (FTP)

►► Penalties for failure to present (FTP)Penalties for failure to present (FTP)
Severe monetary penalties can be imposed against the Severe monetary penalties can be imposed against the 
Importer of Record by Customs & Border Protection Importer of Record by Customs & Border Protection 
(DHS(DHS--CBP)CBP)
In addition, the following actions will be taken against In addition, the following actions will be taken against 
the Canadian exporting facility:the Canadian exporting facility:
►►For the first and second violation, USDA will issue a warning For the first and second violation, USDA will issue a warning 

letter to the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), letter to the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), 
requesting a review of the incident and a report of the findingsrequesting a review of the incident and a report of the findings

►► If a third violation occurs within a twoIf a third violation occurs within a two--year period, USDA will year period, USDA will 
suspend the eligibilitysuspend the eligibility of the Canadian establishment to of the Canadian establishment to 
export to the U.S. and request CFIA to conduct an investigation export to the U.S. and request CFIA to conduct an investigation 
of the incident and report findings and corrective actionsof the incident and report findings and corrective actions



ReferencesReferences

FSIS International Web SiteFSIS International Web Site
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/OPPDE/IPS/http://www.fsis.usda.gov/OPPDE/IPS/

Import Manual of ProceduresImport Manual of Procedures
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/OPPDE/op/IIM/TOCIIM.htmhttp://www.fsis.usda.gov/OPPDE/op/IIM/TOCIIM.htm



Contact InformationContact Information

Office of International AffairsOffice of International Affairs
Import Inspection DivisionImport Inspection Division

(202) 720(202) 720--99049904
importinspection@fsis.usda.govimportinspection@fsis.usda.gov


