
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Talking points – Hemlock wooly adelgid 
August 13, 2015 
 

• The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development announced an 
infestation of Hemlock Woolly Adelgid in Ottawa County on August 13. MDARD 
was made aware of the initial positive location on June 12, 2015. 
 

• Although the HWA detection was made in early June, MDARD wanted to better 
understand the extent of the infestation through survey work before making the 
announcement in early August. 
 

• The initial positive site was reported to MDARD by an alert arborist.  
 

• The infestation is located in Park Township.  Currently three properties, about 
one half-mile from each other, have been confirmed as having HWA-infested 
hemlocks. All of the trees known to be infested are being treated with an 
approved insecticide.   
 

• The area of concern is described as all portions of Park Township in Ottawa 
County that are north of Lake Macatawa. (The area of concern is bounded by 
New Holland Street to the north, Division Avenue/144th Avenue to the east, Lake 
Macatawa to the south and Lake Michigan to the west.) 

 
• There are no known established populations of HWA anywhere else in Michigan. 

 
• The origin of the infestation is not known at this time. Michigan’s HWA quarantine 

has been in place since May of 2002. Trace-forward and trace-back 
investigations will be undertaken in an effort to determine the source of the 
infestation and identify other locations where HWA may have been introduced. 
 

• MDARD is currently working with its state and federal partners on a 
comprehensive response plan. 

 
• The first Michigan HWA infestation was detected in Harbor Springs in 2006. 

Infested trees were imported for residential landscaping from a nursery in West 
Virginia and planted in residential landscapes. The trees were removed and 
destroyed, and the surrounding area has been subjected to several years of 
intensive pesticide treatment and survey work.  At this time, no known 
established population of HWA exists in the Harbor Springs area. 
  

http://www.michigan.gov/mdard


Additional infestations were identified in 2010 in Ottawa Co., Emmet Co. and 
Macomb Co. In 2012, an infestation was identified in Berrien Co. and, in 2013, 
one was identified in Allegan Co.  Infested trees at the sites were destroyed; 
follow-up surveys were or are being conducted and treatments initiated.   
 

• HWA is a small, aphid-like insect that uses its long, siphoning mouthparts to extract sap 
from hemlock trees. Native to eastern Asia, HWA was discovered in Virginia in 1951, 
and has since spread over an area from Georgia to Maine, decimating hemlock stands 
across much of the eastern U.S.  HWA will cause widespread tree mortality and move to 
other areas is left untreated. 
 

• HWA moves easily on wildlife or the wind.  Also, because birds move HWA, 
people in the area of concern should remove any bird feeders from hemlock 
trees. 
 

• Infestations can be very difficult to detect at low population levels because the 
insect is so small and can be localized on the tree such as on branches near the 
top of the tree.  

 
• HWA can easily be moved to un-infested areas by people transporting infested 

hemlock materials. For that reason, MDARD has identified an area of concern 
and is asking people who live, work and play in that area to not move hemlock 
materials from properties within that area.  Also, MDARD is recommending that 
no hemlock trees be brought into the area of concern as they run the risk of 
becoming infested.   
 

• Over 100 million hemlock trees are present in Michigan forests, providing 
valuable habitat for a diversity of animals, including birds, deer, and fish. These 
trees are critical to the ecology and aesthetics of Michigan’s northern forests. 
 

• Michigan law restricts the movement of hemlock into the state, and includes a 
complete ban on the movement of hemlock from infested areas as part of a 
statewide quarantine.  Read MDARD’s “Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Quarantine” 
here. 
 

• Map of the area of concern, here. 
 

• Additional information on HWA, including pictures, here. 
 

• Information on other invasive and exotic species threatening Michigan can be 
found at www.michigan.gov/exoticpests. 
 

• People with questions about the response or those people within the area of 
concern who have hemlock disposal questions/issues can contact the MDARD 
Customer Service Center at (800) 292-3939. 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/MDA_Hemlock_Woolly_Adelgid_Quarantine_97324_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdard/2015_HWA_Holland_AREA_OF_CONCERN_MAP_7_23_15_495937_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/mdard/0,4610,7-125-2390_2443_71865---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/exoticpests

