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DECEMBER 13, 2013 
TENTATIVE AGENDA – Revised 12/2/13 

 
 
 
9:00 a.m. 1. Call to Order  and Roll Call  
 

2. Approval of Agenda  (action item) 
 

3. Approval of Minutes  from the November 6, 2013, Commission of 
Agriculture and Rural Development Meeting (action item) 

 
4. Next Scheduled Meeting  (information only) 

• January 14, 2014, Michigan Municipal League, Lansing 
 

9:05 a.m. 5. Commissioner Comments and Travel (action item) 
    
9:15 a.m. 6. Director’s Report 
 
  7. Director’s Travel  (action item) 

• Jan. 13 (Food Export-Executive Advisory Committee Meeting in 
Chicago, IL) 

• Feb. 2-6 (NASDA Meeting in Reston, VA) 
 
9:25 a.m. 8. Public Comment on Agenda Items  

In accordance with the Public Appearance Guidelines in the Commission 
Policy Manual, individuals wishing to address the Commission will be 
allowed up to three minutes for their presentation.  Documents distributed at 
the meeting will be considered public documents and are subject to 
provisions of the Freedom of Information Act.  The public comment time 
provides the public an opportunity to speak; the Commission will not 
necessarily respond to the public comment. 

 
9:35 a.m. 9. Budget Update : Gordon Wenk, Chief Deputy Director (information only) 
 
9:40   a.m. 10. Legislative Update : Gordon Wenk, Chief Deputy Director (information only) 
 
9:45  a.m. 11. Northwest Michigan Horticulture Research Center : Dr. Nikki Rothwell,  
   District Horticulturist and Northwest Michigan Horticulture Research Center  
   Coordinator (information only) 
 
10:00  a.m. 12. Farmland Preservation Accomplishments – Northwest M ichigan  
   Conservancies : Brian Bourdages, Farmland Program Manager, Grand  
   Traverse Regional Land Conservancy; and Tom Nelson, Director of Farm  
   Programs, Leelanau Conservancy (information only) 
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10:15 a.m. 13. Food Hub Economic Development and  Agriculture Sector  
   Accomplishments – Northwest Michigan Council of Governments :   
   Susan Cocciarelli, Coordinator, Agriculture and Food System Sector  
   Alliance, Northwest Michigan Council of Governments; and Janie McNabb,  
   Chief Operating Officer, Northwest Michigan Works!  (information only) 
 
10:30   Break 
 
10:40  a.m. 14. Northwest Michigan Food Network Activities : Bill Palladino, Senior Policy  
   Specialist, Michigan Land Use Institute (information only) 
 
10:55  a.m. 15. Northwest Michigan Agriculture Sector Accomplishmen ts : J. Robert  
   Sirrine, Ph.D., Community Food and Systems Educator, Greening Michigan 

Institute, and Affiliate, MSU Center for Regional Food Systems (information  
only) 

 
11:10 a.m. 16. Proposed Michigan Tree Fruit Commission : Mark Miezio, President,  
   Leelanau Horticultural Society (information only) 
 
11:25 a.m. 17. Expanded Antler Point Restrictions : Dr. Nikki Rothwell, District  
   Horticulturist and Northwest Michigan Horticulture Research Center  
   Coordinator (information only) 
 
11:50 a.m. 18. Commissioner Issues 

• Draft Comments Document: EPA Proposed Revisions to Michigan 
Wetlands Program 

 
12:00 p.m. 19. Public Comment 

In accordance with the Public Appearance Guidelines in the Commission 
Policy Manual, individuals wishing to address the Commission will be 
allowed up to three minutes for their presentation.  Documents distributed at 
the meeting will be considered public documents and are subject to 
provisions of the Freedom of Information Act.  The public comment time 
provides the public an opportunity to speak; the Commission will not 
necessarily respond to the public comment. 

 
12:15 p.m. 20. Adjourn 


