
 

 

MAEAP ADVISORY COUNCIL (AC) MEETING NOTES 
July 9, 2012 

1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
True Blue Farms / Michigan Blueberry Growers (MBG) 

Grand Junction, Michigan 
 

Present: 
Tom Coon, Paul Zugger, Max Benne, Dean Letter, Shelly Hartmann, Jeff Zimmer, Lauri 
Elbing, Melissa Higbee, Allen Krizek, Val Vail-Shirey, Shelly Hartmann, Michelle Napier-
Dunnings and Ken Blight 
 
Resource Staff: 
Joe Kelpinski, Josh Appleby, Jan Wilford, Emily Ries, Emily Beutel and Heather Casteel 
(Scribe) 
 
Guests: 
MI Representative Aric Nesbitt 
 
Welcome, Review/Approval of Past Minutes and Around the Horn 
 Tom Coon began the meeting at 1:00 p.m. thanking everyone for being present 

and a special thanks to Shelly Hartmann for hosting this meeting and the tours. 
 Attendees introduced themselves around the table. 
 Representative Aric Nesbitt joined our group, introduced himself, and thanked 

Shelly Hartmann. 
 
Around the Horn 
 Jan Wilford announced that Jamie Clover Adams has taken over as Director of 

MDARD and specifically mentioned looking forward to reaching the goal of 5000 
MAEAP verifications. Ms. Clover Adams also indicated that she would like to 
walk through a risk assessment with a technician and accompany a verifier on a 
MAEAP verification visit. 

o Jan reported that Tim Hall, MDEQ and Josh Appleby, MDARD, will 
collaboratively organize several pilot joint inspections on CAFOs where 
there is also interest in MAEAP verification. Approximately one half of 
the permitted CAFO’s have been MAEAP verified. 

o MAEAP will be at Ag Expo with Spill Response and Clean Sweep, 
adjoining the Right to Farm display. Interested farmers will enter a 
drawing for a free spill kit. Twenty spill kits will be given away. 

o Jan reported that she had a call from the Ag Advisor, EPA, Region 8, 
who indicated that Tom Davenport, Region 5, EPA, felt that MAEAP 
was the best voluntary program in the nation. Jim Johnson and Jan will 
do a video conference or conference call to describe the program for 
the Region 8 Ag directors. 

o Jan confirmed that the MAEAP website updates look good. 
 Val Vail Shirey reported that Jim Zook will be attending future meetings as the 

new Executive Director at MI Corn. 
 Shelly Hartmann announced she had MDARD in to perform a USDA GAP 

inspection on behalf of the FDA, in regards to the Food Safety Act. 



 

 

 Emily Ries reported that the MAEAP partnership forms are circulating through 
each county Farm Bureau. The MFB Annual Meeting is coming up and they are 
developing posters to display to the members. MFB will be launching the Ecology 
Champion Award this year. More than twenty county Farm Bureaus have 
nominated people, in many cases the MAEAP technician. 

 
Task Force/Committee Reports 
 Livestock System 

o Dean Letter (Livestock System Co-chair) reported that the Livestock 
System (LS) Subcommittee met in late May and discussed farms getting 
MAEAP verified. 
 Suggested that the LS will consider guidelines for farms using drag 

lines. The discussion will be referred to the standards 
subcommittee to develop new questions. 

o Tom Coon suggested the Livestock Subcommittee have the discussion 
and report back at the next AC meeting. 

 Cropping System 
o Allen Krizek, (Cropping System Chair) reported that the Cropping System 

Subcommittee did not meet since the last AC meeting. The group 
approved the standards changes. Livestock standards changes have also 
been incorporated for common questions and forwarded to the committee.  

o Four cropping risk assessments are being updated. 
 Farmstead System 

o Jeff Zimmer (Farmstead System Chair) reported that fumigation 
regulations involve both environmental and personal protection standards. 
When the Farmstead Standards work group met, they recommended 
including a Fumigation Management Plan (FMP) as a MAEAP 
requirement. Since that time, the actual requirements of a FMP have been 
studied in more detail. The environmental components of this plan are 
already included in other questions. The remaining components deal with 
personal protection. Jeff requested that either the AC over-rule the 
Farmstead recommendations or send it back to the standards work group 
for reconsideration with the more current understanding. The item would 
still be included as an education question. 

o Paul Zugger moved to ask the AC to provide an electronic decision 
following a recommendation from the Farmstead System Subcommittee. 
Their recommendation will be either to keep the FMP as a new MAEAP 
standard or to retain the question as educational. Melissa Higbee 
seconded the motion which passed. 

o **ACTION ITEM** Allen will coordinate the electronic polling of both 
the Cropping System and MAEAP AC to determine it the FMP should 
be a standards requirement or an educational question. 

o During the last meeting, it was agreed to revise some questions. Jeff 
Zimmer read the handout (Included as attachment) which included a draft 
with redline/strikeout to show recommended changes. 

o Max Benne moved to approve. Shelly Hartmann seconded the motion 
which passed. 
 
 



 

 

 Water and Environmental Quality Monitoring Subcommittee 
o Lauri Elbing provided a handout of the “Interim Report to the MAEAP 

Advisory Council” and highlighted the Preliminary Findings and 
Recommendations. Work to refine the report and recommendations will 
continue. Since the initial direction to the monitoring subcommittee was 
given by former MDARD Director Creagh, AC members requested that 
new Director Clover Adams attend the next AC meeting in September to 
discuss her expectations relative to this subject. 

o **ACTION ITEM** Heather to forward the electronic version of the 
MAEAP Water and Environmental Quality Monitoring Preliminary 
Report to the AC. (Done, sent on 7/10/2012) 

o **ACTION ITEM** The co-chairs will schedule time at the next AC 
September meeting to allow Lauri to provide an overview and 
discuss the report. 
 

 Communications 
o Emily reported that two continued areas of focus are consumers and 

farmers. 
o Emily reviewed the handout she had provided. (Included as attachment) 
o Breakfast on the Farm 

 Kalamazoo – 2200 attendees 
 Jackson – 2600 attendees 

 
Review Approval of Past Minutes 
 Tom Coon asked that someone move to approve the meeting minutes. 

o Max Benne moved to approve the meeting minutes, Lauri Elbing 
seconded the motion and the meeting minutes were approved. 

 
(Back to Committee Reports) 
 Verification Numbers 

o Jan noted that as of July 9, 167 new verifications and 153 re-verifications 
have been received for this fiscal year. Jan also reported that the goal of 
350 new verifications for this fiscal year is expected to be met, based on 
reports from the conservation district technicians. 
  

 Update from MDARD 
o In addition to announcing MDARD’s new Director, Jamie Clover Adams, 

Jan noted that the legislature has appropriated an additional $1 million for 
MAEAP. The funds will be spent as follows: 

12 new conservation district MAEAP technicians 
2 new MDARD MAEAP verifiers 
An additional one half of administrative support 
1 MAEAP engineer 

o In addition, the Environmental Stewardship Division and Ag Development 
will share an additional engineer. The forestry program at MDARD will 
also be expanded. Future opportunity may result in an additional risk 
assessment and association verification. 

o An AC member asked if a MAEAP verified farm has ever had verification 
revoked. In the eleven years of the program, three farms had verified 



 

 

complaints. None of the farms were “active” at the time of the complaint 
and associated discharge. Prior to the expiration of their MAEAP 
verification, verified farmers receive a six month reminder and a two 
month reminder. A lapsed letter is sent thirty days after their lapse date. 

o Technician training (availability and number of days) was discussed.  
 
Annual Report  
 Jan has requested that Annual Report information be sent to her by September 

4. Co-chairs Coon and Piggott will review before the report is provided to Director 
Clover Adams. 

 
Partner Commitment Drive Update 
 Emily Ries provided handout that summarized the partner commitments. 

(Included as attachment) 
 The AC discussed how we can report use of the monetary contributions to the 

partners. 
 
Ken Blight provided the outline for the farm tour/lunch at the next Advisory Council 
meeting on September 10, 2012. 
 
Public Comment and New Business  
 There were no comments. 
 Special thanks to Shelly Hartmann for hosting this AC meeting. 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Tom Coon, was seconded by Lauri Elbing, and 
passed. 
 
3:00 P.M. Adjourn 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Heather Casteel 
 
Next meeting:  
September 10, 2012 
11:00 a.m. Farm tour: Blight Farms, 11301 24 Mile Road, Albion 
12:15 p.m. Lunch: Marengo Twp. Fire Station, 14201 23 Mile Road, Albion 
  1:00 p.m. Advisory Council Convenes: Marengo Twp. Fire Station 
 
 


