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MAEAP ADVISORY COUNCIL (AC) MEETING NOTES 
November 13, 2012 

1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Michigan State University (MSU)  

Livestock Pavilion 
4301 Farm Lane Road 
East Lansing, MI 48824 

 
Present: 
Tom Coon, Scott Piggott, Max Benne, Melissa Higbee, Allen Krizek, Phil Korson, Jim 
Scott, Brian Geerlings, Jim Johnson, Jody Pollok-Newsom, Sam Hines, Kevin Gould 
and Ken Blight 
 
Resource Staff: 
Josh Appleby, Jan Wilford, Emily Ries, Heather Throne, and Heather Casteel (Scribe) 
 
Guest: 
Karli Anderson (MSU), Laura Campbell (MFB) 
 
Welcome, Review/Approval of Past Minutes and Around the Horn 
 Tom Coon started the meeting at 1:05 p.m.  
 Tom welcomed everyone to the MSU Pavilion, and introduced himself and Scott 

Piggott to the group. 
 Tom asked for any changes to the past meeting minutes from September 10th. 

Hearing none, the past meeting minutes were approved. 
 

Around the Horn 
 Jan Wilford updated the group regarding MAEAP staffing. 

▫ Dan Busby lives in Mesick and covers the North-west side of Michigan, down 
the west side including Ottawa.  

▫ Erin Satchell will be covering the Upper Peninsula and the North-east area of 
Michigan. 

▫ All MAEAP verifiers will attend the MAEAP Partner Meeting on January 29, 
2013. 

▫ The Kick-off was well attended, and consisted of three days of robust 
technical training. 

▫ Allen Krizek coordinates technician training, and schedules the educational 
sessions. 

 Melissa Higbee announced that Tom Wert was recognized at Kick-off for Most 
A*Systs and for both the MAEAP Technical Assistance Award and the MAEAP 
Conservation District Verification Award for 2012. The Shiawassee Conservation 
District is very proud of Tom, who realizes that the individual recognition is the result 
of a group effort. 

 Jim Scott announced that NRCS is preparing for the annual round of programs, 
including EQIP and WHIP.  

▫ NRCS is getting calls from other states with inquiries on the Ag Certainty 
concept, using MAEAP as a model. 

 Dan Busby introduced himself as the new MDARD verifier, adding that his area of 
coverage includes 14 counties. 
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 Jodi Pollok-Newsom informed the group that she recently had an interview with 
Lieutenant Governor Brian Calley on Michigan Farm and Garden. He shared some 
great information, specifically about MAEAP. 

 Phil Korson asked that Brian Rowe be listed on the RUP credit form as a contact for 
questions and concerns. 

 Emily Ries provided an update on her time spent in Utah recently. She spoke to the 
state’s conservation districts and Ag Commission regarding the creation of a 
program like MAEAP. 

 
Thank you to Natalie Rector and Steve Davis 
 Tom Coon suggested a formal “Thank You” to Natalie Rector, MSUE, who retired on 

October 1st, and Steve Davis, NRCS State Engineer, who retired on November 3rd.  
▫ Natalie was an exceptional advocate and great at bringing people on board 

with MAEAP. 
▫ Steve is expected to be replaced, and his position should be filled as quickly 

as possible. 
▫ Scott Piggott assured the group that they will recognize the efforts of Natalie 

and Steve at our upcoming MAEAP Partnership Meeting on January 29th. 
  

Task Force/Committee Reports 
Livestock System 
 Kevin Gould reviewed the Livestock System (LAS) Sub-committee report. (Attached) 
 Scott Piggott asked if the LAS committee could talk about what we could to do 

engage more livestock facilities. 
▫ Kevin mentioned that the Livestock System has more requirements to be 

MAEAP verified, and the risk is higher for livestock farms. 
▫ A survey regarding incentives is being conducted to see what is available for 

smaller livestock operations. 
 

Farmstead System 
 Josh Appleby provided the Farmstead System (FAS) Sub-committee report for Jeff 

Zimmer. 
▫ Josh reviewed the handout provided. (Attached) 

 
Cropping System 
 Allen Krizek, (Cropping System Chair) reported that the Cropping System (CAS) 

Subcommittee has a meeting on December 4th, same day as the Farmstead System 
Sub-committee. 
 Jim Zook and Tim Boring have been added to the Cropping System Sub-

committee. 
 Allen suggested offering incentives such as coupons with discounts or a few free soil 

samples. 
 

MAEAP Communications Workgroup  
 Heather Throne reviewed the report. (Attached)  
 Communications committee has re-vamped the MAEAP Logo Use Agreement for 

partners. 
 Scott Piggott asked if billboards have been considered for MAEAP promotion. 
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 Ken Blight suggested a calendar that farmers could download as an application 
which would alert the farmer when re-verification is due. 

 Tom Coon asked the Communications workgroup to investigate what the application 
would require, and Tom will pass it along to MSU students, who need similar 
projects. 

 
Water and Environmental Quality Monitoring Workgroup 
 The Water Quality Monitoring workgroup will meet this Friday, and will provide a 

report at the January AC meeting. 
 

Verification and MDARD Staffing 
 Jan Wilford reviewed verification numbers. (Attached) 
 Jan described the history of the Livestock System verifications, highlighted this 

year’s goal for new verifications - 2060. 
 Jan indicated that we must plan for how we can meet this goal. 

▫ Jan said seasoned technicians could potentially help with re-verifications, but 
that would limit them on the time spent preparing new verifications. 

▫ Scott Piggott asked if during slow winter months, we could train others for 
help on the re-verifications. Re-verifications may be delegated. For instance, 
if a CAFO is initially verified, DEQ could be delegated. 

 
Annual Report 
 Jan Wilford reported that the Ag Commission approved the Standards at their 

September meeting. 
 Jan also said that Systems accomplishments have been received for the Annual 

Report.  
▫ The Annual Report covers the period of April 2011 through the end of FY 

2012. 
▫ Jan will reconfigure the report into bullet points/activities, similar to the 

MAEAP ten year brochure that was used previously. 
▫ The MAEAP Co-Chairs and the AC will review the report before publication. 
▫ This report will be ready by the MAEAP Partnership meeting on January 29th, 

2013. 
 
Regional Environmental Assurance Teams 
 Emily Ries reviewed the Regional Environmental Assurance Teams (REAT) meeting 

notes, including a recommendation for REAT pilots for each verification region. 
 Scott Piggott moved to adopt the recommendation; Max Benne seconded the 

motion, which passed. 
 

MAEAP Partnership Meeting 
 MAEAP Partnership Meeting will be on January 29th, 2013 at LCC West Campus. 

▫ Scott Piggott suggested that a half sheet of paper be placed on each place 
setting that begins, “One thing I am going to do when I leave here today is…” 

▫ Members can drop this slip into a box on the way out. 
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Public Comments 
 Tom Coon suggested that we invite the Chair of the County Conservation District 

Board, the Administrator/Executive Director and the technician for the county in 
which the Advisory Council Meeting is held. 

 
Sam Hines moved to adjourn the meeting, Melissa Higbee seconded the motion and the 
meeting adjourned at 3:38 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Heather Casteel 
 
Next AC meeting: 
Monday, January 14th, 2013 
1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Host: Paul Zugger, MUCC 
2101 Wood Street 
Lansing, MI 48912 


















