
Project R.E.D.
Rural Education Day



Where did it begin?

• Washtenaw County – 25 years ago
– 3 volunteers – Sue Huehl, Holly Porter & 

Nancy Thelen

• Today
– 3 day event
– More than 2,350 students
– And 23 schools
– 320 volunteers



Michigan Farm Bureau

• By 2003, 12 County Farm Bureaus were 
hosting events

• 2005 – Brought Project R.E.D. to MFB 
State Annual Meeting in Grand Rapids

• 4 years
• Typically 

– More than 1,000 urban students
– Trained 200 volunteers,on average



How do R.E.D.s Work?

• Late spring or early fall
• 3rd or 4th graders, typically
• Educational stations; students rotate
• Collaborative effort of volunteers



How do R.E.D.s Work?

• Planning typically begins 9 months prior
• Volunteers present on the topics

– Vary by area of the state
– Many will bring in their own animals, 

equipment or plants
– Farmers, agri-business, technical specialists, 

foresters, FFA students, etc.



MFB Resources:

• How to guide
• Signage with commodity/agriculture facts
• Other promotional items



Counties Participating
• Van Buren
• Branch
• Hillsdale
• Lenawee
• Jackson
• Washtenaw
• Wayne
• Monroe
• Livingston
• Oakland
• Barry
• Ingham
• Shiawassee
• Huron
• Tuscola
• Sanilac
• St. Clair

• Macomb
• Lapeer
• Oceana
• Mason
• Osceola
• Newaygo (2015 new)
• Gratiot
• Isabella
• Saginaw
• Midland
• Missaukee
• Huron Shores (Alpena & Alcona)
• Iosco
• Ogemaw
• Otsego
• Mac-Luce-Schoolcraft

33 counties have or are currently hosting R.E.D. events



Total Average Reach

R.E.D or 
Ag 

Awareness 
Events

18,000 – 20,000 

Students

1,500 – 2,000 

Volunteers 600 – 700 

Teachers



• MFB is the State Contact
– Central Region
– Hosting Regional Conference, April 15-17,

at Kellogg Center

• Lots of resources
– Books with lesson plans
– Just lesson plans
– Some lessons can be downloaded
– Complimenting items like posters, bookmarks, 

activity cards, etc.



Vision
Agriculture is valued by all.

Mission
Increasing agricultural literacy through K-12 Education.

Agricultural Literacy 
An agriculturally literate person understands and can 
communicate the source and value of agriculture as it 

affects our quality of life.



National Curriculum Database



Online Resource Catalogue



Teacher Newsletter



• Supports Promotion & Education
• Michigan Ag in the Classroom
• State Promotion & Education Committee
• Young Farmer Programs
• State Young Farmer Committee
• And, more…



Websites/Resources

miagclassroom.org
agclassroom.org
agfoundation.org




