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Farm to School Policy
• Federal level

• Geographic preference final rule
• Healthy, Hunger Free Kids Act

• Mandatory funding for Farm to School Grant Program
• Strengthen nutrition standards
• October National Farm to School Month

• State level
• Public Acts 343 & 344

• Increased small purchase threshold 
• Public Act 315 – Michigan Farm to School Procurement Act

• MDE and MDA will “collaborate and cooperate” to support farm to 
school 

• Coordinate efforts with MDCH



Michigan Farm to School Partners



National Connections



Michigan Good Food Charter
• Goal: Michigan institutions will source 20% of their food 

products from Michigan growers, producers and 
processors
• Implement reimbursement program to provide an additional $.10 

per school meal as a supplement to purchase locally grown fruits
and vegetables

• Develop a farm-to-institution grant program to provide planning, 
implementation and kitchen or cafeteria equipment grants to 
maximize the use of locally grown, raised and processed foods in
institutional cafeterias

• Implement a food safety audit cost-share or reimbursement 
program targeted at small and medium-sized farms



USDA Fresh Produce Pilot 
Program
• January 2012 – December 2012
• Schools in Michigan (statewide) and Florida (10 school 

districts) are participating
• Schools can use commodity entitlement dollars to purchase 

fresh fruits and vegetables
• Lettuce, apples, grapes, oranges, carrots and/or blueberries

• USDA will issue RFP in November for vendors
• Food safety, food defense, and domestic origin documentation 

required 

• Schools will seek bids for produce from approved suppliers
• Purchasing consortia will monitor funds, as usual



USDA Fresh Produce Pilot Program 

• How will tracking of purchases work?
• How will local product identity be preserved in supply 

chain?
• Will schools connect with local farmers/vendors outside of 

current distribution systems?
• Will Michigan farmers benefit?
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