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	Priority of Service for Veterans
The Veterans’ Employment and Training Service (VETS) of the U.S. Department of Labor has issued a final rule to implement priority of service in qualified job training programs.  The new regulations apply to “any workforce preparation, development, or delivery program or service that is directly funded, in whole or in part, by the Department of Labor,” as provided by the Jobs for Veterans Act of 2002.  

According to Charles Ciccolella, assistant secretary for VETS, “Priority of service is an important acknow-ledgement of the sacrifices of the men and women who have served in the U.S. armed forces.”  

Implementation of priority of service is designed to provide veterans and eligible spouses with clear entry points into certain jobs and post-secondary training and education.  Read the final rule in its entirety, as it appeared in the December 19th Federal Register.
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Dependents’ Educational Assistance Program
The Dependents’ Educational Assistance Program (DEA) provides education and training opportunities to eligible dependents of certain veterans.  In order to be eligible, you must be the son, daughter, or spouse of a veteran who died or is permanently and totally disabled, or of a servicemember who was forcibly detained or missing in action, or of a servicemember who is hospitalized or receiving treatment for a service-connected permanent and total disability.  Sons and daughters who wish to receive these benefits must be between the ages of 18 and 26.  Benefits usually end 10 years from VA eligibility date, but some eligibility periods for spouses are as high as 20 years.  For more information, go to the Department of Veterans Affairs page on DEA.  
	
                  Upcoming Job Fairs and Events
Lansing Area Veteran Job Fair 
January 15, 2009, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
VFW Post 701, 123 N. Rosemary St., Lansing, MI
For more information, contact David Marin at (517) 241-1198 or marind@michigan.gov.

2009 Transition Assistance Program (TAP) classes

Selfridge Air National Guard Base, Mt. Clemens, MI
February 24 – 27, 2009
April 14 – 17, 2009
June 16 – 19, 2009
August 18 – 21, 2009
October 13 – 16, 2009
December 15 – 18, 2009
For more information, contact Nancy Jo Doubrava-Dull at nancy.doubravadull@us.army.mil or (586) 307-4258.
Michigan Army/Air National Guard HQ, Lansing, MI
April 21 – 24, 2009
October 20 – 23, 2009
For more information, contact Monika L. Bonney at
(517) 481-7711.

Camp Grayling, Grayling, MI
July 28 – 31, 2009
For more information, contact Gary Perkins: (800) 442-1074.

For general information about the Transition Assistance Program, contact Richard Kryza, State of Michigan Veterans’ Coordinator, at kryzar@michigan.gov or (517) 202-1416.

                                   


For job fairs in Michigan, visit the State of Michigan’s Career Portal Job Fair page.  For further assistance, contact a Veterans' Employment Specialist near you. You can also call the Veterans’ Hotline at (800) 455-5228.
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