Good Afternoon:

Today is the first day of Spring.  I hope all of you are enjoying the little bit of warmer weather we have been having and the nice "Spring Shower" we have had already today.

I wanted to touch base with all of you before the conference next week and to fill you in on some last minute details you may want to know before you leave for Grand Rapids on Monday.

Our staff, along with the conference planning committee, has been working very diligently to ensure that the conference will be even better than last year.  

The Social Committee, under the expertise of Mary Marcil of Orchardview, would like to remind all of you of the following:

Plan to Attend!  Plan to Win!  Attend the March Madness Tailgating Party at the Grand Opening of the Exhibits on Monday evening from 7 to 9 pm - win some fabulous prizes and enjoy some awesome food.  Come in your favorite team colors!  Visit the vendors and get your "tickets".  The more vendors you visit the more chances you have to win some wonderful prizes - a weekend at Shanty Creek with golf or skiing included, the famous "Michigan Baskets" and other great prizes.  You must be present to win.  Prizes will be drawn every half hour.  This is a great way to "kick-off" the conference.

After dinner on Tuesday, join your friends and colleagues at our Tunes and Trivia Night in the Emerald Room from 7 to 10 pm.  D.J. Ben Williams will bring the tunes and board and card games will abound.  Pick a partner and join in the fun, or kick back, enjoy the music, and visit

with your friends from around the state.  Snacks will be provided: drinks can be purchased at the Garden Court Lounge or the Plaza Gift Shop.  This will be a great way to wind down after a day of informative presentations.

Chance tickets will be distributed during the luncheons to win wonderful prizes generously provided by conference contributors and exhibitors.  At our closing luncheon on Wednesday, the Amway Grand Weekend Get Away will be drawn.  Remember to deposit your completed conference evaluation form in the "Weekend Getaway" box at the Conference Registration Desk to win this fabulous prize.

A lot of folks have been asking about the conference program.  You are able to view the final program on the DLEG website:  www.michigan.gov/adulteducation.   Other folks have asked for the address of the Amway Grand Hotel for mapquest purposes:  Amway Grand Plaza Hotel, 187 Monroe Avenue NW, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.

We have close to 600 registrants for the conference.  This really exceeds last year's numbers.  We are all very excited to meet with you and hope you use your time at the conference to do some valuable networking with colleagues and state staff.  Our program is outstanding.  It will be a valuable, informational and exciting week for all of us.  There will be a computer lab available for those of you needing to check your emails and/or get in touch with your offices.

If anyone is attending the CASAS training on Monday would you please email Susan Pittman at skptvs@aol.com so that we ensure having enough materials for all participants?
I have a list of retirees for recognition at the conference.  If any of you know of anyone who is retiring this year, please email me as soon as possible so that I may include their name on the list.

Our State Plan has been amended for the continuation of the federal grants and is being sent to the Governor's office for comments and then on to the federal government.

Providers, who will be monitored on-site and in-depth for 2007/08, will be notified shortly and a technical workshop will be provided sometime in May 2007.

Heads up about the need for pre and post tests as the end of the program year draws closer!  USDOE is demanding more on performance.  There is the likelihood of incentives/sanctions coming down the pike.  Keep tuned in for more about this at the update on Monday at the conference.

Continue to enjoy the first day of Spring the days only get longer and warmer from here to September.  That should put a smile on everyone's face!

Again, we really look forward to seeing all of you next week!

Dianne

