Adult Education Community:

 

On behalf of the Office of Adult Education, I would like to express my sincere wishes for a good end of the year and a restful and peaceful summer.

 

Our office has been extremely busy since the State Conference in March.  We certainly appreciated the great numbers of people who attended the conference and gave us good, solid feedback on the activities.  We are looking forward to next year's conference in Traverse City.  More information on the specifics should be on our website and the MAEPD website by September.

 

A quick reminder from Cliff that the deadline of June 15th for the federal grants application through MEGS, is rapidly approaching.  Remember that there will be no extensions after June 15th.

 

Schools and agencies have been selected for monitoring in 07/08 both on-site and in-depth desk reviews.  A Technical Assistance Workshop was held in May.  For those programs being monitored by the in-depth desk review, a letter will be sent this week requesting materials/records for the desk review.

 

Please make sure that all pre and post tests are entered into MAERS for better performance.  This is the time to change progress tests to post tests if the participants have dropped from the program or completed the program.

 

I would like to thank all of you for the many invitations to the graduation ceremonies.  As you are aware, the state is on a very strict budget and all travel is restricted.  Consequently we cannot attend any graduations.  Remember that we will be there in spirit.  Hopefully, next year, we can begin to attend once again.

 

We will be offering an updated MAERS training in Mt. Pleasant in August.  We will also be offering a roll-out of the Preparing Workers curriculum in September.  Please watch for emails on these events and go to the MAEPD website and the DLEG website for more information.

 

Also, check the website during July if you have a chance, to see some of the new trainings we will be offering during the 07/08 program year.  We are definitely focusing on GED prep and ABE instruction for classroom teachers.

 

Our Practitioner Task Forces will start up again in September.  If anyone is interested in joining any of the Task Forces, please send me an email and I will forward it to the facilitator of the Task Force you wish to join.  The meetings are held four times a year.  

 

We will also be offering the New Director and New Teacher workshops that we have held in the past.  Once our federal grants are finalized, we hope to publish the trainings on the MAEPD website.  

 

If you are interested in a particular training that needs to be offered during the year, please let me know and we will find a way to offer it.

 

There are many great things happening in Adult Education from Credit Recovery to ABE curriculum.  I truly believe that because of all the professional development offered, the Practitioner Task Forces, the Advisory Group and the joining together of the efforts of administrators and teachers working with the state office, we have made a difference in Adult Education in Michigan.

 

Thank you for your continued support and hard work.  We wish all of you a terrific summer!

 

Dianne
