Veteran Employment & Training Newsletter
State of Michigan Veterans’ Services
July 2009

	Veterans Affairs Vet Centers
The United States Department of Veterans Affairs established the Vet Center Program in 1979 to assist Vietnam veterans with readjustment counseling.  Over the past 30 years, services have expanded and are available for all veterans who have served in a combat zone, as well as the dependent family members of those veterans.

Services provided by the community-based Vet Centers include many types of readjustment counseling, including individual and group, marriage and family, bereavement, military sexual trauma, and employment counseling.  There is no cost to the veteran or family member for these services.

Vet Centers are located in all states and U.S. territories.  Michigan has Vet Centers in Dearborn, Detroit, Escanaba, Grand Rapids, and Saginaw.  For a listing of their locations and phone numbers, go to the Vet Centers in Michigan page on the Veterans Affairs web site.  For more information, visit the Vet Center home page.
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2009 Transition Assistance Program (TAP) classes

Several TAP classes are scheduled throughout Michigan during 2009.  For more information about the Transition Assistance Program, contact Richard Kryza, State of Michigan Veterans’ Coordinator, at kryzar@michigan.gov or (517) 202-1416.

	
                  Upcoming Job Fairs and Events

If you are searching for veteran job fairs in Michigan, visit www.michigan.gov/veteranjobfairs.  For a variety of job fairs, visit the State of Michigan’s Career Portal “Job Fair” page. If you need assistance, call the Veterans’ Hotline at (800) 455-5228.


                         

    
      
Veterans’ Employment Specialists

Veterans’ Employment Specialists, commonly referred to as “Vet Reps,” are located in all Michigan Works! offices.  To find a local Vet Rep, go to www.michigan.gov/vetreps or call the Veterans’ Hotline: (800) 455-5228.

Homeless Veterans’ Stand Down

“Stand down,” as you may recall from your time of military service, refers to removing troops from battle and putting them in a place of safety and security.  There are veterans who are currently homeless and need a “stand down” to rest from the stresses of life on the streets.  Stand downs are a chance for homeless veterans to rest, relax, and enjoy the personal care and services provided.  These services include medical care, haircuts, food, counseling, legal services, and employment information and advice.  
The following Homeless Veterans’ Stand Downs are currently scheduled in Michigan:
August 14 – Grand Rapids (call 616-234-0220)
October 9 – Kalamazoo (call 269-679-5764)
October 14-15 – Detroit (call 248-808-0929)
For more information, call the number listed for that city.  Volunteers and contributions are always welcome.
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