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	Returning Servicemembers of OEF / OIF

The Department of Veterans Affairs has a web site for returning Active Duty, Reserve, and National Guard service members of Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) and Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF).  

Among other benefits, the VA provides health care, home loans, vocational rehabilitation, and education benefits.  For more information, go to the Department of Veterans Affairs’ OEF / OIF page.
Truck Driving Apprenticeships

If you recently separated from the military and have an interest in pursuing a career as a Truck Driver, you may be eligible to enter a Truck Driving Apprenticeship program.  You must first obtain your Commercial Drivers License (CDL) through an approved school.  There are several local and national companies that are recognized through the U.S. Department of Labor’s Office of Apprenticeship.  Truck driving apprentices can use their available GI Bill benefits to receive tax-free educational benefit checks from the Department of Veterans Affairs.  For more information, call the Veterans’ Hotline at (800) 455-5228.
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Eastern Michigan University
Eastern Michigan University (EMU) is an accredited four-year university that is home to one of the largest populations of veteran students in Michigan.  EMU’s Veterans’ Services office provides assistance and services for their veteran students.   
Starting September 15, 2008, EMU is offering free counseling services for returning veterans in an attempt to ease the transition from military to civilian life.  Returning veterans and civilian support staff who served in Iraq and Afghanistan will have trained counselors to listen to their concerns and experiences, and to assist with the re-adjustment to their hometowns.  For more information about this opportunity, contact Dr. Perry Francis: (734) 487-4410. 
	
                  Upcoming Job Fairs and Events
Transition Assistance Program (TAP)
Selfridge ANGB, MI
October 14 to 17, 2008
December 9 to 12, 2008
For more information, contact Nancy Jo Doubrava-Dull, Employment Readiness Program Manager, at nancy.doubravadull@us.army.mil or (586) 307-4258.

Transition Assistance Program (TAP)
National Guard Headquarters, Lansing, MI
October 21 to 24, 2008
For more information, contact Monika L. Bonney at 
(517) 481-7711. 
For job fairs in Michigan, visit the State of Michigan’s Career Portal Job Fair page.  For more assistance, call the Veterans’Hotline at (800) 455-5228. 
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                           VA Work-Study Allowance
If you are a ¾-time or full-time student in a college degree or vocational program, you may be eligible for a VA Work-Study Allowance.  The hourly wage is equal to the Federal minimum wage or the State of Michigan’s minimum wage, whichever is greater.  Work may be performed during or between periods of enrollment, and payment in advance is available.  The services performed must be related to VA, and will depend on work available in your particular area.  For more information, contact a State of Michigan Veterans’ Representative or a regional Veterans’ Affairs office.

                       Fund for Veterans’ Education

The Fund for Veterans’ Education provides scholarships to veterans who have served in Iraq or Afghanistan.  These scholarships are based on financial need and are available for undergraduate degrees.  The amount of scholarship money varies.  For more details about the scholarships and to check eligibility, visit www.veteransfund.org. 
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