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Social Studies

	Social Studies Content Standard

The adult learner is able to understand, interpret, and apply key social studies concepts in a variety of academic and real-life situations.




Level (EFL):
Adult Secondary Education (GED)

Strand A: 
United States and World History

	Objective

1.0 Sequences chronologically the different eras of American and world history.

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	1.1 Construct and interpret timelines of people and events in history 
	The adult learner creates and applies timelines to different types of historical events.

· Use genealogy table to look at one’s personal history.

· Develop and analyze real-life timelines given a specific timeframe. Can connect the timeline to events in history, books written, music, famous people, etc.



	1.2 Interpret major factors and key events in U.S. and world history, including such major eras as:

· Colonization, Revolution, and the New Nation

· Western Expansion

· Civil War Era

· Development of the Industrial U.S.

· Emergence of Modern America 

· The Great Depression

· Modern Conflicts – World War I, World War II, Korean War, Vietnam Conflict, and modern conflicts

· Post-War U.S.

· Contemporary U.S.


	The adult learner recognizes the importance of specific events in history.

· Read narratives of historic events and draw conclusions by comparing/contrasting the events to each other.

· Discuss significance of an economic downturn following a major economic event, such as a major military conflict.

· Use knowledge of historic events to identify current status of the country and predict future events based on past history.

· Use media, including books, documentaries, historic movies, and the Internet, to learn about historic events in order to make informed and reasoned decisions as a citizen of a culturally diverse and democratic society in an interdependent world.



	Objective

2.0 Understands narratives about major eras of American and world history. (Comprehending the Past)

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	2.1 Analyze the impact of events and individuals from the past on the modern world.

· Beginnings and early civilizations

· Classical traditions, empires, religions, feudalism, nation states

· First Global age, growing trade, hemispheric interactions

· Age of Revolution 

· Urbanization, World Wars, Global Depression

· Advances in science and technology

· New democracies of the world, modern crisis, global community.


	The adult learner recognizes the impact of past historic events on current historic times.

· Select events and individuals from the past that have had a global impact on the modern world and describe their impact on today’s world. Obtain information from texts and different media sources. Examples could include such topics as new democracies in today’s world, world conflicts, development of a global economy.

· Use historic information to better understand the rich and diverse cultural background of individuals residing in the United States.



	Objective 

3.0 Reconstructs the past by comparing interpretations written by others from a variety of perspectives and creates narratives from evidence. (Analyzing and Interpreting the Past)

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	3.1 Compare arguments of historical events and draw conclusions about how different choices could have led to different consequences.
	The adult learner evaluates and draws conclusions about historical events and how rewriting history could substantially change outcomes.

· Analyze how today’s America would be different if “Washington Had Lost the War.”

· Role-play historic events with different endings to understand the impact of individual events on outcomes.

· Evaluate the impact on an individual’s life based on the outcome of specific legislation, such as women’s right to vote, the Civil Rights Acts, etc.



	3.2 Use contemporary problems in the world to compare/contrast historical impacts.


	The adult learner recognizes the impact of current-day events on history.

· Read current newspaper articles and discuss the events and their historical impact, such as “How will the World Market of the 21st Century Impact U. S. Employment in the Future?”

· Interpret data obtained from media sources and formulate conclusions that are based on informed decision-making skills. Example: Discuss the similarities and differences of today’s conflicts with a volunteer military versus past conflicts that employed the draft process.



	Objective

4.0 Evaluates key decisions made at critical turning points in history and draws conclusions about their implications and long-term consequences. (Judging Decisions from the Past)

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	4.1 Evaluate the responses of individuals to historic violations of human dignity involving discrimination, persecution, and crimes against humanity.


	The adult learner understands the importance of human rights.

· Identify and discuss court cases that have impacted the cause of human rights, such as Brown v. the Board of Education, Miranda v. Arizona, Plessey v. Ferguson, etc.

· Draw conclusions about causes/effects of discrimination and their effect on human behavior.

· Discuss discriminatory practices that may be present in today’s world both in the United States and in the world.



	4.2 Analyze key decisions by drawing appropriate historical analogies.
	The adult learner evaluates his/her decisions regarding today’s world based on historical knowledge and makes informed decisions based on fact.

· Explain how the Civil War affected various people in one’s community.

· Understand the rights and privileges provided to all people within the United States based on the premises upon which the country was built.

· Predict the effect of specific events on one’s current life (i.e., the effect of war on the economy, the rising gas prices based on what is occurring in other parts of the world, the impact of labor unions based on the Industrial Era versus today’s global economy.

· Vote on key issues based on historical knowledge of similar situations.

 

	Objective

5.0 Interprets and applies information from a variety of visual texts.

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	5.1 Interpret graphs, charts, and tables related to U. S. and world history.


	The adult learner uses information from the media and various graphs, charts, and tables to draw conclusions regarding U. S. and world history.

· Compare information from a variety of sources and draw conclusions based on the data, such as the increase in population in urban areas based on historic factors such as the Industrial Revolution.

· Use information from a variety of graphs, tables, and charts found in newspapers, newsmagazines, journals, and history texts to describe a specific period in time and apply that knowledge to current events.

· Follow the stock market and determine how change is reflected by what is occurring in the world.

· Obtain census data for the state/community and compare/contrast it with data from a previous historic era.

· Use timelines to better understand one’s historic past and the historic past of others.



	5.2 Interpret political cartoons, photographs, lithographs, and works of art related to a variety of eras in U.S. and world history.


	The adult learner understands the meaning of basic satire found in political cartoons and the importance of political cartoons in documenting history.

· Interpret political cartoons and photographs related to current and past events as found in newspapers or newsmagazines.

· Use information in political cartoons to support/refute one’s opinion on a topic.

· Understand the power of political cartoons in historic events, such as the yellow journalism used during the Spanish-American War and the use of cartoons to support the Industrial Revolution with the masses.
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	Social Studies Content Standard

The adult learner is able to understand, interpret, and apply key social studies concepts in a variety of academic and real-life situations.




Level (EFL):
Adult Secondary Education (GED)

Strand B: 
Civics and Government


	Objective

1.0 Identifies the purposes of national, state, and local governments in the United States, and the role of citizens in organizing government to accomplish their purposes. (Purposes of Government)

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	1.1 Compare/contrast the advantages and disadvantages of a federal system of government.
	The adult learner understands the importance of a federal system of government as a check and balance system for a democracy.

· Identify the duties of the federal and state government that apply to one as a citizen.

· Outline the reasons for a federal system of government when it was developed as well as in today’s world.

· Make a chart of the checks and balances that a federal system versus an individual state system of government provides.

· Compare the United States system of government to other systems in the world and discuss the advantages/disadvantages.

· Compare and contrast popular vote versus the Electoral College as a method for electing federal officials.



	1.2 Evaluate how effectively the federal government is serving the purposes for which it was created.
	The adult learner analyzes and evaluates the current functioning of the federal governmental system by being an informed citizen and exercising such fundamental rights as voting.

· Read the Constitution and identify how each Amendment provides for fundamental rights in today’s world for citizens.

· Locate real-life examples of the Constitution at work in today’s society through finding articles in the media that relate to each of the Amendments.

· Use the election process and one’s right to freedom of speech to inform federal officials of one’s personal opinion on governmental issues.

.

	Objective

2.0 Interprets the impact of ideas, including the core democratic values expressed in the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and other foundational documents of the Untied States on real of hypothetical scenarios. (Ideals of American Democracy)

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	2.1 Identify benefits and challenges of diversity in American life.


	The adult learner recognizes that the United States has been a “melting pot” for immigrants in the past and is in today’s world often referred to as a “salad bowl” as a continually changing and diverse population resides in the United States.

· Address the responsibility of citizenship in today’s world.

· Find examples of diversity in one’s community or workplace and compare it to other parts of the country.

· Research one’s personal cultural history and when one’s family immigrated to the United States, reasons for immigrating, and how the family acclimated to a new country.

· Address bilingual education in the school system and its impact on the community and the individual.

· Identify issues in the workplace regarding diversity and how to address the issues.

· Discuss key political issues regarding diversity and immigration, such as: residency, quotas, over/under-population of areas, a National language, etc.



	2.2 Use the ideas in the Declaration of Independence to evaluate the conduct of citizens, political behavior, and the practices of government.


	The adult learner uses the ideals of the Declaration of Independence in his/her daily life.

· Interpret the meaning and determine the significance of the Declaration of Independence in today’s world.

· Discuss affirmative action and its impact on the workplace.

· Identify ways in which today’s world exhibits the type of political behavior envisioned in the Declaration of Independence.



	2.3 Identify key ideas represented in each of the amendments to the U.S. Constitution.


	The adult learner applies the concepts of the Constitution to his/her daily life.

· Interpret and evaluate key historical speeches related to the Constitution. 

· Use current events to discuss each of the Amendments in today’s world, such as the right to bear arms, freedom of speech, and freedom of religion.

· Evaluate political platforms, governmental activities, candidates for office, and new laws and amendments based on the tenants of the Constitution.

· Identify key principles from the Constitution used in the court system such as due process.

	2.4 Identify fundamental ideas represented in other key/documents of the United States.


	The adult learner is familiar with historic documents and speeches that have been instrumental in supporting the country’s democratic principles. 

· Interpret and evaluate key historical speeches, such as: Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream,” Abraham Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address,” Thomas Jefferson’s “Inaugural Address,” 

· Interpret and evaluate key democratic ideas from the Federalist Papers.

· Interpret, evaluate, and apply Landmark Supreme Court Decisions to today’s world, such as decisions dealing with freedom of speech, civil rights, privacy, etc. Possible cases could include: Marbury v. Madison, Miranda v. Arizona, Gideon v. Wainright, Tinker v. Des Moines, Escobedo v. Illinois, Brown v. Board of Education, Schenk v. United States.



	Objective

3.0 Evaluates the political and legal processes created to make decisions, seek consensus, and resolve conflicts in a free society. (Democracy in Action)

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	3.1 Use actual cases to evaluate the effectiveness of civil and criminal courts in the U.S.
	The adult learner forms opinions regarding civil and criminal court case outcomes and uses this information to evaluate the court system.

· Interpret and form opinions about actual cases that impact the workplace, educational settings, and society as a whole, such as Brown vs. the Board of Education, Miranda, etc. 

· Read articles in the media regarding current cases in the criminal and civil courts and their outcomes.



	3.2 Explain why people may agree on democratic values in the abstract but disagree when they are applied to specific situations.


	The adult learner analyzes pros and cons regarding democracy as practiced in the United States.

· Use freedom of speech skills in daily life.

· Analyze pros and cons of a controversial topic, such as censorship of radio personalities, and be able to debate the topic.



	3.3 Evaluate possible amendments to the Constitution.


	The adult learner understands that the Constitution is a living document and has changed over the years.

· Respond to controversial topics that may not be covered by the Constitution.

· Rewrite a constitutional amendment using today’s language and defend its integrity.

· Identify a current issue that may require a future Constitutional Amendment, such as a change in the way a President is elected and possible language for the Amendment.



	Objective

4.0 Demonstrates an understanding of the ways American governmental institutions at the local, state, and federal levels provide for the limitation and sharing of power. (American Government and Politics)

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	4.1 Evaluate proposals for reform of a political system.


	The adult learner uses his/her knowledge of civics and government to effectively decide how to vote on current proposals to local/state/federal government.

· Identify a policy that needs to be reformed and interpret how the change will benefit or hinder oneself or one’s community.

· Research current issues and identify pros and cons prior to voting or supporting a specific proposal/law/amendment.

· Converse about the political party system in the United States and why someone joins a specific party.



	4.2 Analyze causes of tension between the branches of government.


	The adult learner comprehends the system of checks and balances within the three branches of government.

· Illustrate principles of checks and balances as seen in products used in daily life.

· Create a graphic display of each branch of government, Executive, Legislative, and Judicial, and the system of checks and balances provided by the Constitution. 

· Locate articles from newspapers or magazines that discuss differing opinions from different branches of government, such as the approval of the federal budget by both the Executive and Legislative branches, and discuss reasons for differing opinions.



	4.3 Explain the importance of voting rights.


	The adult learner understands that the democratic process in the United States is based on right of people to vote.

· Complete appropriate forms in order to vote: voter registration form, change of address form, etc.

· Discuss the importance of voting and recent elections that were won by very few votes.

· Identify reasons for not voting in an election.

· Identify non-democratic countries and the differences in society when people are not allowed to vote.



	Objective

5.0 Understands how the world is organized politically, the formation of American foreign policy and the other roles the U.S. plays in the international arena.

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	5.1 Evaluate the influence of the American concept of democracy and individual rights in the world.


	The adult learner understands different forms of government – democracy, communism, socialism, and monarchy – and is able to identify pros and cons of each.

· Define personal values and draw conclusions about what life would be like without them in a non-democratic society.

· Discuss America’s involvement in other countries’ governmental process.

· Understand basic foreign policy issues and how they affect one’s workplace and community such as free trade agreements between countries.



	Objective

6.0 Considers the effects of an individual’s actions on others, how one acts in accordance with the rules of law and in a virtuous and ethically responsible way as a member of society.

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	6.1 Demonstrate respect for the rules of law and hold others accountable to the same standard.
	The adult learner recognizes the need for rules of law applicable to all.

· Evaluate how court cases dealing with freedom of speech may affect one personally.

· Use a personal situation to demonstrate how the rules of law and accountability apply not only to the public as a whole, but also to an individual’s personal life. Example: Right to due process in the workplace.

· Discuss how individuals involved with strikes, unions, and public rebellions are held accountable to the rules of law.



	6.2 Identify the impact of various actions on matters of public policy.


	The adult learner understands that current public policy can change based on various factors.

· Compare and contrast the public’s response to controversial policies today versus in past generations (i.e., women in the workplace, smoke-free work environments, media censorship).



	Objective

7.0 Interprets and applies information from a variety of visual texts.

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	7.1 Interpret graphs, charts, maps, and tables that include information related to civics and government.
	The adult learner uses information from a variety of graphs, tables, and charts found in newspapers and newsmagazines in order to better understand governmental issues.

· Follow election results through reading maps of Electoral College votes, charts/tables of outcomes statistics, graphs depicting number of individuals voting/not voting by age or region.

· Use diagrams to understand the system of checks and balances in the governmental systems.

· Use tables, charts, and maps to locate voting locations and information regarding issues.

	7.2 Interpret political cartoons related to civics and government.


	The adult learner understands that political cartoons record historic information, as well as satirizing political characters, issues, etc.

· Identify and interpret basic symbolism and acronyms used in political cartoons (i.e., the donkey represents the Democratic Party, the elephant represents the Republican Party, GOP stands for Grand Old Party, DEM stands for Democrat, etc.)\

· Interpret political cartoons related to current and past events as found in newspapers or newsmagazines.
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	Social Studies Content Standard

The adult learner is able to understand, interpret, and apply key social studies concepts in a variety of academic and real-life situations.




Level (EFL):
Adult Secondary Education (GED)

Strand C: 
Geography


	Objective

1.0 Describes, compares/contrasts, and explains the locations and characteristics of places, cultures, and settlements. (People, Places, and Cultures)

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	1.1 Describe how major world issues and events affect various people, societies, places, and cultures in different ways.
	The adult learner recognizes that people are affected differently by historic events and real-life issues.

· Analyze how world hunger affects local communities versus communities in other parts of the world.

· Identify different current events and discuss how these events affect individuals from different communities or in the workplace.

· Discuss different cultural backgrounds from the classroom or the workplace and how different people respond to world issues based on their heritage, their childhood, and their beliefs.



	1.2 Analyze how culture might affect women’s and men’s perceptions.


	The adult learner recognizes that culture is an important part of one’s value and belief system.

· Compare and contrast different cultures and the roles of men and women.

· Discuss how different cultural backgrounds/norms influence education, the community setting, and the workplace.



	Objective

2.0 Describes, compares/contrasts, and explains the locations and characteristics of economic and political activities, trade, migration, information flow, and the interrelationships among them. (Location, Movement, and Connections)

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	2.1 Evaluate major world patterns of economic activity and explain the reasons for such patterns based on geographic location.
	The adult learner understands that the geography of a country is linked to its economy.

· Identify different economies of one’s community, neighboring cities/communities, and the state and compare these economies to differences in the geography of the regions.

· Describe the natural resources of the area that have been instrumental in creating positive or negative economic growth in a region.



	5.2 Explain how events have consequences in different parts of the world.


	The adult learner knows that the same event can have different consequences based on geographic location.

· Compare current events from the perspective of different states and countries, i.e., wars and conflicts, governmental collapse, civil unrest, etc.



	Objective

3.0 Identifies the causes, consequences, and geographic context of major global issues and events. (Global Issues and Events)

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	3.1 Explain the causes and importance of global issues and how they may affect the future.


	The adult learner realizes that many issues and events affect the world as whole, rather than one specific geographic region.

· Analyze different aspects of global warming on a country.

· Understand how the availability of certain natural resources, such as gas and oil, impact the global nation rather than merely primary consumers or producers. 

· Identify and discuss issues which are global in nature and predict possible outcomes (i.e., global warming, natural disasters, depletion of the rain forests, etc.).



	Objective

4.0 Uses source information to draw conclusions about the geographic impact of policies and programs.

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	4.1 Analyze information pertaining to a specific geographic topic.
	The adult learner understands the connection between geographical factors and governmental policies and programs.

· Explain how availability of resources influences the movement of people.

· Identify population shifts in one’s local economy and assess whether geographical changes were part of the cause of the shift.

· Discuss the effects of geography on the isolation of a population in today’s world.



	4.2 Develop generalizations by interpreting information from a variety of sources.


	The adult learner uses a variety of sources in order to obtain an overall knowledge of a specific geographical region.

· Review travel plans using maps, budget, and daily agendas to a city of their choice.

· Research an area for favorable geographical features in which to start a business or build a home.



	4.3 Understand the value of maps as a resource.


	The adult learner uses maps in his/her daily life.

· Use a map to calculate distances using various routes.

· Review different types of maps (topographical, survey, road, population density) prior to building a business or community building, implementing a new transportation system, locating new educational facilities or services in a specific community.

· Discuss how individuals use maps to make policy, programmatic, or business decisions in real-life situations.



	Objective

5.0 Interprets and applies information from a variety of visual texts.

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	5.1 Use maps to identify locations, compare one area to another, and to obtain political and geographical information regarding a country or region.
	The adult learner understands how to use different types of maps to obtain information.

· Identify and use the compass rose and basic symbols found in a map’s legend.

· Locate information and specific places on maps of the United States and the world.

· Use information from different types of maps, including political, topographical, population density, road, relief, weather, atlas, etc.

· Use maps to locate where current events are taking place.

· Draw a simple map that includes directions to a specific place.



	5.2 Interpret graphs, charts, and tables that include information related to geography.


	The adult learner uses graphics to better understand the geographical world in which he/she lives.

· Use information from a variety of sources to make predictions about geographical issues, (i.e., predict when a certain natural resource will be extinct from looking at a graph regarding the decline of the resource over the past 100 years, identify which country produces the most crude oil based on a graphic display, etc.)
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	Social Studies Content Standard

The adult learner is able to understand, interpret, and apply key social studies concepts in a variety of academic and real-life situations.




Level (EFL):
Adult Secondary Education (GED)

Strand D:
Economics


	Objective

1.0 Understands how the economic forces of scarcity and choice affect personal consumer decisions. (Individual and Household Choices)

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	1.1 Evaluate a strategy for earning, spending, saving, and investing resources.
	The adult learner uses basic economic theory in order to manage his/her personal resources.

· Set personal fiscal, long-term goals.

· Develop, use, interpret, and evaluate one’s personal financial budget.

· Read tax codes, complete tax forms, and calculate taxes paid as part of one’s financial budget.



	1.2 Evaluate the impact on households of alternative solutions to societal problems such as health care, housing, and energy use.


	The adult learner understands the need for different types of solutions to social problems or concerns.

· Identify issue/concern in today’s society, identify its personal effect, brainstorm possible solutions, and evaluate the alternative solutions to the problem. Examples: Increasing costs for energy and impact of alternative energy sources; Unaffordable or unavailable health care and methods to reasonably obtain this care for all people; Inadequate housing in inner cities and possible funding sources to provide safe, affordable housing.

· Develop an increased consumer consciousness through comparing and contrasting products, such as health care plans and costs or housing in different areas of a community.



	1.3 Analyze ways individuals can select suppliers of goods and services and protect themselves from deception in the marketplace.


	The adult learner strives to be an informed consumer and recognizes fact versus fiction when dealing with advertising or marketing strategies.

· Compare different companies’ prices and services through the yellow pages (i.e., lawn services, painting, etc.) and through using such guides as the Better Business Bureau.

· Evaluate advertising for “truthfulness.”

· Write letters of complaint regarding products/services that do not provide what was claimed.

· Identify propaganda in marketing strategies, such as unbelievable results, celebrity support, etc.



	Objective

2.0 Identifies how businesses confront scarcity and choice through organizing, producing, and using resources when supplying the marketplace. (Business Choice)

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	2.1 Evaluate ways to resolve conflicts resulting from differences between business interests and community values and to improve business offerings in a community.
	The adult learner becomes an integral part of his/her community’s economic growth.

· Identify those values prevalent in one’s community and evaluate local businesses’ support of them.

· Read local newspapers and publications to identify potential conflicts and discuss methods to resolve them.

· Role-play resolution of a community-based conflict through attending a town meeting.

· Join local business and service organizations such as: Chamber of Commerce, Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions Club, Women’s Club, etc. as well as community groups.



	Objective

3.0 Compares/contrasts a free market and other economic systems and the ways they coordinate and facilitate the exchange, production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services. (Economic Systems)

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	3.1 Compare how supply and demand, prices, incentives, and profits determine what is produced and distributed in a competitive world market.


	The adult learner comprehends and applies basic economic theories related to a free enterprise system.

· Analyze prices compared to supply and demand (i.e., air conditioners, gasoline, the latest fad in clothing, etc.).

· Evaluate real-life case studies regarding economic outcomes, such as the tobacco settlement.

· Identify different incentives for goods and how they increase/decrease profits for a company.



	Objective

4.0 Interprets and applies information from a variety of visual texts.

	Benchmarks

The student is able to:
	Examples of How/Where Adults 

Use This Skill

	4.1 Interpret maps to obtain information about a country’s or area’s economy.


	The adult learner uses maps in his/her daily life.

· Use information from a variety of maps to identify key economic indicators.

· Use topographical and agricultural maps to obtain data on usable land available in an area.



	4.2 Interpret graphs, charts, tables, and diagrams that provide information on the economy of a given area.


	The adult learner uses and applies information obtained from graphs, tables, charts, and diagrams related to current and past economic events.

· Use census data, product information, average household income, agricultural data, and unemployment versus employment data to evaluate the current economic condition of an area and/or a country.

· Interpret stock market data based on charts and tables.

· Locate different types of graphic displays in the newspaper and economic journals/newspapers and discuss how data is easier to view or understand in graphic format.
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