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Beginning ESL Literacy

CASAS: 180 and below
Strand A:
Listening

	Listening Content Standard

Students will begin to understand the spoken word from a variety of English speakers in diverse situations.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the student is able to:
	Applications

Examples of How/Where Students May Use This Skill in Life or Work

	1.1.1 Demonstrate comprehension of basic     commands through physical action.

	· Understand and follow simple oral directions.

· Respond to Total Physical Response (TPR) lessons: “Take some chalk.” “Write your name.” “Point to your nose.”

	1.1.2 Respond to simple commands. 

	· Follow oral instructions: “Stand up.” “Sit down.” “Turn right.” “Open your book to page 12.” “Empty the trash.”

	1.1.3 Demonstrate understanding of simple words, phrases, and questions drawn from familiar materials, such as personal information.


	· Answer information questions, such as: name, address, and telephone number.

· Listen and repeat simple greetings.

· Draw a picture in response to the teacher’s instruction, such as a student’s home or family.

· Communicate learned information.

	1.1.4 Demonstrate understanding of expressions of courtesy. 
	· Respond to standard polite expressions for greeting and leaving.

	1.1.5 Recognize spoken letters and    numbers 1 to 20.
	· Circle the letter or number spoken in a variety of ways by the teacher.

	1.1.6 Recognize spoken time.
	· Circle the time spoken in a variety of ways by the teacher:  “It’s 4:30.”  “It’s half-past 4.” “It’s lunch time.” “It’s break time.”

· Draw in the hands of the clock.

	1.1.7 Recognize spoken money amounts.
	· Circle the money amount spoken in a variety of ways by the teacher:  “5¢”  “$1.50”   “$12”   “a dollar-fifty”   “a dollar-and-a-half”

	1.1.8 Answer simple questions after listening to an audio tape.
	· Answer questions about the listening assignment, such as: “What’s his name?”  “Where is he from?”   “Is he married?”
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Strand B:
Speaking

	Speaking Content Standard

Students will begin to express themselves orally using English in the home, community, and/or workplace.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the student is able to:
	Applications

Examples of How/Where Students May Use This Skill in Life or Work

	1.2.1 Express basic needs with simple words or phrases drawn from learned materials. 


	· Give personal information: birthday, birth date, place of birth.

· State: “I want (help) . . .”

“I need (time off).” 

“Where is (the time-clock)?”

	1.2.2 Repeat words and phrases for clarification and to improve pronunciation.


	· Ask: “How do I say . . . ?”  

“What does . . . mean?”

· Say: “Excuse me, please repeat.”

“Slowly please.”

	1.2.3 Answer simple questions with yes, no, or one-word responses.


	· Give short answers to yes/no and information

Questions, such as: “Do you like apples?” “Is this your pen?” “How are you?”

	1.2.4 Answer simple questions about personal information.
	· Ask: “What’s your name?”

                “What’s your address?”

                “Where are you from?”

	1.2.5 Spell orally.
	· Spell:  your first name

                   your last name

                   your street name

	1.2.6 Speak greetings.
	· Say:  “Good morning.”   “Good afternoon.”

“Good evening.”   “How are you?”  “Fine, thank you.”  “See you tomorrow.”

· Always greet co-workers, supervisors, customers, neighbors, classmates and friends.

	1.2.7 Tell time on the hour, half hour, and quarter hour.
	· Say:  “It’s 6:00.”  “It’s 3:30.”  “It’s 12:15.”  

        “It’s 1:45.”

	1.2.8 Speak money amounts.
	· Say:  “5¢”  “1.50”   “$11.20”   

	1.2.9 Speak calendar dates.
	· Say the days of the week.

· Say the months of the year.

· Use “today,” yesterday,” and “tomorrow.”

	1.2.10     Build a basic working vocabulary.
	· Say:   places around town

                  family members

                  foods

                  parts of the body

                  school items

	1.2.11     Develop awareness of United States cultural norms.
	· Use of pragmatics:  “Ah-a”, Hmm”, “Huh”

· Maintain appropriate eye contact and social distance while speaking.
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Strand C:
Reading

	Reading Content Standard

Students will begin to read the written word with fluency and comprehension.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the student is able to:
	Applications

Examples of How/Where Students May Use This Skill in Life or Work

	1.3.1 Discriminate between shapes in both uppercase and lowercase letters.
	· Identify letters by name.

· Recognize letters out of sequence. 

	1.3.2 Demonstrate eye movement from top-to-bottom and left-to-right.


	· Identify the beginning of a sentence.

· Read a simple sentence.

· Scan to find simple information on a page.

· Follow the page format.

	1.3.3 Discriminate among numerals.


	· Read an address.

· Read a price tag.

· Recognize and name numbers.

· Read a speed limit sign.

· Read a calendar, school or job schedule.

· Read a telephone number.

	1.3.4 Relate phonological sounds to letters.


	· Relate a consonant sound to phonological spelling in English, such as:

   Consonant Digraphs

   Short vowel sounds in three-letter words

   Word families

   Consonant Blends

   Final consonant blends

	1.3.5 Recognize survival signs with one word or symbol.


	· Identify the difference between Stop, Go, Danger, Caution and workplace signs.
· Identify the bathroom by gender.

· Find an exit sign.

	1.3.6 Recognize and understand isolated words or phrases.
	· Read and follow simple directions, including job vocabulary.

· Point to a vocabulary match.

· Circle the word that is the same.

	1.3.7 Discriminate between innate basic punctuation marks, such as: the period, comma, apostrophe, question mark, and exclamation point.
	· Identify ending of a sentence.

· Identify simple contractions.
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Strand D:
Writing

	Writing Content Standard

Students will begin to express themselves in written English using clear and grammatically correct structures.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the student is able to:
	Applications

Examples of How/Where Students May Use This Skill in Life or Work

	1.4.1 Demonstrate limited use of writing instrument.


	· Hold a pen or pencil in his/her hand.

· Write on a line.

· Write his/her name.

	1.4.2 Trace shapes and letters, following guide arrows or other directions.


	· Write from left to right.

· Differentiate directions left/right, up/down.

· Write the letter of the alphabet on a line.

	1.4.3 Copy letters of the alphabet and numerals.


	· Reproduce upper-case letters.

· Reproduce lower-case letters.

· Reproduce numbers.

· Copy an address.

	1.4.4 Copy basic information for personal identification on a form.


	· Write his/her name on a form.

· Write his/her address and telephone number on a form, such as a driver’s license, simple work application or medical form.  

	1.4.5 Copy words from a chalkboard. 


	· Copy vocabulary words with the correct spelling.

· Copy a sentence with correct punctuation.

	1.4.6 Comprehend how print corresponds to spoken language.


	· Write dictated vocabulary words.

· Match a sound to a letter.

Interview a classmate and write the answers to such statements as: “I like . . . .” “He likes . . . .” “She likes . . . .”
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