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Off shore wind faces significant technical and economic potential challenges. The U.S. Department of 
Energy has created a “National Offshore Wind Strategy: Creating and Offshore Wind Energy Industry in 
the United States,” (February 2011).  The Technology Development priorities for DOEn to remove the 
significant technical challenges to Off Shore wind fall into three areas: resource characterization, grid 
interconnection and operation; and, infrastructure.  These challenges serve as R&D grant/technology 
commercialization opportunities for Michigan universities, research institutes and manufacturers seeking to 
research, develop and commercialize breakthrough technology innovations for the emerging global Off 
Shore wind market. 

 
Great Lakes Commission, Great Lakes Wind Collaborative (GLWC) 

 
The Great Lakes Commission houses a Great Lakes Wind Collaborative (GLWC) - a multi-sector coalition 
of wind energy stakeholders working to facilitate the sustainable development of wind power in the bi- 
national Great Lakes region. The GLWC reaches across sectors and disciplines to identify and address 
the technical, environmental, regulatory, educational and financial issues related to the deployment of 
wind energy resources. Members include representatives from a wide spectrum of interests throughout 
the Great Lakes region. The GLWC strives for a broad, balanced membership. Members provide diverse 
perspectives and represent a wide array of societal sectors and work to achieve the purpose of the group. 

 
The GLWC is committed to working by consensus of its members. The organization and its members 
recognize that the credibility and authority of the GLWC's work products derive from the fact that they 
were developed through the cooperative efforts of a wide range of concerns and perspectives. All 
committees and their members make decisions and take positions by consensus. The GLWC defines 
consensus as overwhelming agreement among GLWC members attained through a good-faith effort to 
meet the interests of all stakeholders. 

For more information on wind development in the great lakes, please see: 

GLWC
 

Best Practices to Accelerate Wind Power in the Great lakes
Region and Beyond

 
The Great Lakes Wind Council Final Report (10/2010) 
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http://www.glc.org/energy/wind/overview.html
http://www.glc.org/energy/wind/bestpractices.html
http://www.glc.org/energy/wind/bestpractices.html
http://michiganglowcouncil.org/GLOWreportOct2010_with%20appendices.pdf

