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Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Growth

Office of Adult Education and Commission on Spanish Speaking Affairs

Adult Basic Education Curriculum Framework for Adults

Level (EFL):
Beginning ABE Literacy



TABE (9-10) scale scores (grade level 0-1.9):

Reading 367 and below

Total Math 313 and below

Language 389 and below

CASAS: 200 and below

Strand A:
Language:  Listening

	Listening Content Standard

Adult learners will begin to listen and understand the spoken word in various situations.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the adult learner is able to:
	Applications

Examples of how/where adult learners use this skill

	1.1.1 Demonstrate and respond to simple commands.

	· Understand and follow simple oral directions, such as: “Turn right.”  “Turn left.” 

· Respond to one and two-step directions, such as:  “Take a marker or chalk and write your name.”  “Open your book and turn to page 12.”
· Student can point to the top of the page.

· Student can point to the title of the story.

	1.1.2 Demonstrate and understand the question words: who, what, when, where, why and how.
	·  Answer questions such as:  “What is the story about?”  “What does she do?”  “Where is he going?”  “Where is the story taking place?”

	1.1.3 Demonstrate and understand simple words, phrases, and questions.


	· Identify signs: “restroom”, “caution”, “road work”.

· Answer personal information questions, such as:  “What is your address?”  “What is your telephone number?”  “What is your birth date?”  “What is your place of birth?”  “What is your social security number?”  “How many years did you go to school?”



	1.1.4 Demonstrate understanding of socially acceptable communications. 
	· Respond to standard polite expressions for greeting and leaving, such as:  “How are you feeling today?”  

· Respond to a message on an answering machine.  

· Identify yourself on the telephone and state purpose for call.

	1.1.5  Demonstrate ability to discriminate phonetic sounds.
	· Identify sounds of each alphabet letter.

· Identify initial, middle and ending sounds in a word.

· Recognize rhyming words.

· Recognize consonant and vowel sounds.

· Determine the number of syllables in two or three syllable words.

	1.1.6 Take dictation.
	· Write simple spelling words.

· Write a sentence from dictation.

· Write a cloze passage.
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Level (EFL):
Beginning ABE Literacy



TABE (9-10) scale scores (grade level 0-1.9):

Reading 367 and below

Total Math 313 and below

Language 389 and below

CASAS: 200 and below

Strand B:
Language:  Speaking

	Speaking Content Standard

Adult learners will begin to express themselves using standard spoken English.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the adult learner is able to:
	Applications

Examples of how/where adult learners use this skill

	1.2.1 Express basic information or needs with simple words, phrases or sentences. 


	· Student can state personal information clearly.

· Express simple statements or questions, such as:  “I want...”, “I need...”,  “Where do I find...”, “Where is ... “

· Answer a simple information question.

	1.2.2 Clarify or request clarification.


	· Request more information to clarify simple directions.

· Ask: “How do I say . . .?”  “What does… mean?”  “Excuse me, please repeat.”

“Did you say...?”
· Repeat a message.

· Repeat words and phrases for clarification.

	1.2.3 Ask informational questions.
	· Answer questions such as:  “Why did you choose that topic?”  “What did you learn?”  “How do I register to vote?”  “Who are you voting for?  Why?”  “Where do I pay this ticket?”

	1.2.4 Answer simple questions with appropriate responses.


	· Give short answers to yes/no questions, such as:  “Have you registered to vote?”  “Do you have a driver’s license?”  “Do you take the bus?”  

· Answer informational questions, such as: “What school do your children go to?” “Where is the bus stop?” “What is your favorite TV show?”  “Where do you work?” “How long have you worked at your job?”  “What was your last job?”

· Answer questions from a doctor or nurse, such as:  “Where does it hurt?”



	1.2.5 Communicate with correct word choices.
	· Make a statement from a question.  

· Make a question from a statement.

· Use correct verb tense.

· Use correct pronouns.

· Use correct subject-verb agreement.

	1.2.6 Use appropriate telephone protocol.
	· Identify self. 

· Make an appointment.

· Cancel an appointment.

· Call work regarding an absence.

· Request a quote for car repairs.

· 

	1.2.7 Engage in a focused conversation.
	· Maintain eye contact while listening.

· Respond appropriately

· Discuss without arguing.

· Take turns speaking.

· Remain focused on subject matter.

· Maintain interchanges to build on prior responses.

	1.2.8 Communicate in a sequential manner.
	· Tell or retell a story.

· Relate an experience.

· Report an event
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Level (EFL):
Beginning ABE Literacy



TABE (9-10) scale scores (grade level 0-1.9):

Reading 367 and below

Total Math 313 and below

Language 389 and below

CASAS: 200 and below

Strand C:
Language:  Reading

	Reading Content Standard

Adult learners will begin to read the written word.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the adult learner is able to:
	Applications

Examples of how/where adult learners use this skill

	1.3.1 Understand the alphabetic principles.
	· Be able to say the alphabet letters in order. 

· Identify letters by name.

· Recognize letters out of sequence.

· Associate sounds with the letters.

· Decode words by applying sounds to the letters.

	1.3.2 Demonstrate phonemic awareness.
	· Name and associate the sounds of consonants. 

· Name and associate the sounds of vowels.

· Identify and distinguish beginning and ending consonant sounds.

· Identify and distinguish beginning and middle short vowel sounds.

· Determine the number of sounds in a word.

· Blend sounds to read words.

	1.3.3 Track eye movement from top-to-bottom and left-to-right. 


	· Identify the beginning and end of a sentence.

· Follow the page format.

	1.3.4 Read basic sight words.


	· Recognize frequently encountered words.

· Begin to recognize the 220 Dolch Basic Word list.

· Begin to recognize the 95 Dolch Common Nouns list.

· Read a simple sentence.

	1.3.5 Recognize and understand isolated words, phrases or sentences.
	· Identify word families.

· Recognize words from blending sounds.

· Point to a rhyming match.

· Use structural cues to recognize sound units.

· Read and understand a simple sentence.

	1.3.6 Demonstrate comprehension skills.
	·   Answer questions after reading a simple          

    phrase or sentence silently.

· Read silently to answer yes/no questions.

· Read silently to answer “wh” questions.

	1.3.7 Discriminate between innate basic punctuation marks, such as the period, comma, apostrophe, question mark, and exclamation point.
	· Identify the ending of a sentence.

· Identify simple contractions.

· Read orally observing appropriate punctuation.

	1.3.8 Demonstrate the ability to read and identify real life text.
	· Read and follow a map.

· Identify information on a chart.

· Read and understand survival signs such as “One way” and “Don’t walk”.
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Level (EFL):
Beginning ABE Literacy



TABE (9-10) scale scores (grade level 0-1.9):

Reading 367 and below

Total Math 313 and below

Language 389 and below

CASAS: 200 and below

Strand D:
Language:  Writing

	Writing Content Standard

Adult learners will begin to express themselves in writing using clear and grammatically correct structures. 

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the adult learner is able to:
	Applications

Examples of how/where adult learners use this skill

	1.4.1 Write letters of the alphabet and    numbers.


	· Reproduce upper-case letters.

· Reproduce lower-case letters.

· Reproduce numerals.

	1.4.2 Write basic information for personal identification on a form.


	· Write his/her name on a form, such as a driver’s license or simple work application.  
· Write his/her address and telephone number on a form, such as a medical or school record.  

	1.4.3 Copy basic information. 


	· Copy vocabulary words with the correct spelling.

· Copy a sentence with correct spelling and correct punctuation.

· Copy a telephone number and address.  

	1.4.4 Write from dictation.


	· Write dictated vocabulary words.

· Match a letter to a sound.

· Interview a classmate and write responses to statements such as, “I like…” “He likes. . .” “She likes…”

· Complete a cloze/gap exercise.

	1.4.5 Write with increasing fluency for multiple purposes.
	· Write a simple telephone message.

· Write a return address on an envelope.

· Write name and address on a form.

· Write information on a simple form.

· Write a thank you note.

	1.4.6 Use grammatically correct structures and punctuation.
	· Write a sentence beginning with a capital letter and ending with the correct punctuation. 

· Write a present tense sentence with correct subject-verb agreement.

· Change singular to plural correctly.

· Write possessive endings.  
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Level (EFL):  Beginning ABE Literacy 



TABE:  (9 - 10) scale scores (grade level 0 – 1.9)

Reading 367 and below

Total Math 313 and below

Language 389 and below



CASAS:  200 and below

Strand E:       Mathematics:  Number Sense and Operations

	Number Sense and Operations Content Standard

Adult learners will begin to reason, problem solve, communicate, and make real life connections using number sense and operations.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the adult learner is able to:


	Applications

Examples of how/where adult learners use this skill

	1.5.1 Count, read, write, and order numbers to 110.


	· Count objects and recognize that they can be represented by numbers.

· Count by 1’s, 2’s, 5’s and, 10’s and identify positions in sequence, such as:  1st, 2nd, 3rd .

· Count to 500 by 100’s and 10’s.

· Use the phrase “more than”, “greater than”, “fewer than”.

· Use = symbol.

· Arrange small sets of numbers in increasing or decreasing order.

· Count backwards by 1’s starting from any number between 1 and 100.

	1.5.2 Add and subtract whole numbers.


	· Create, describe, and extend simple number patterns.

· Correctly add and subtract two-digit whole numbers in both vertical and horizontal notation.

· Understand the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction.

· Mentally calculate sums and differences.

· Mentally compute sums and differences up to two digit numbers using number facts and strategies.

	1.5.3 Explore place value.
	· Recognize 24 as 2 tens and 4 ones; 10 and 10 and 4; 20 and 4, and 24 ones.
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Level (EFL):  Beginning ABE Literacy 



TABE:  (9 - 10) scale scores (grade level 0 – 1.9)

Reading 367 and below

Total Math 313 and below

Language 389 and below



CASAS:  200 and below

Strand F:        Mathematics:  Measurement 

	Measurement Content Standard

Adult learners will begin to reason, problem solve, communicate, and make real life connections using measurement.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the adult learner is able to:
	Applications

Examples of how/where adult learners use this skill

	1.6.1 Explore concepts of time.


	· Know and use the common words for the parts of the day (morning, afternoon, evening, night), and relative time (yesterday, today, tomorrow, last week, next year, etc). 

· State the date by month, day, and year.

· Identify tools that measure time, such as: clocks measure hours and minutes and calendars measure days, weeks, and months.

· Identify landmark times to the nearest hour, such as: lunchtime is at 12 o’clock and bedtime is at 8 o’clock.

· Use digital and analog clocks to orally read the times.

	1.6.2 Understand the value of money.
	· Identify the different denominations of coins and bills.

· Match one coin or bill of one denomination to an equivalent set of coins/bills of other denominations, such as:  1 quarter = 2 dimes and 3 nickels.

· Identify the amount of money in cents up to $1, in dollars up to $100.  Use the symbol ¢ and $.

	1.6.3 Estimate, measure, and compare two or more lengths and weights of objects.
	· Determine which object is: shorter, longer, taller, lighter, heavier.

· Measure a given object to the nearest inch.

· Estimate and measure a tabletop using manipulatives.

· Convert standard units of measurement using manipulatives, such as:  How many one-ounce washers will equal one pound?

· Understand word concepts such as:  more/less/same as, over/under, above/below/between, in/out.

	1.6.4 Solve one-step word problems using addition and subtraction. 
	· Determine length in a word problem, such as:  “How much taller is Jim than John?”
· Determine lengths of objects.

· Determine values through money.

· Determine time sequences.
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Level (EFL):  Beginning ABE Literacy 



TABE:  (9 - 10) scale scores (grade level 0 – 1.9)

Reading 367 and below

Total Math 313 and below

Language 389 and below



CASAS:  200 and below

Strand G:       Mathematics:  Geometry

	Geometry Content Standard

Adult learners will begin to reason, problem solve, communicate, and make real life connections using geometry.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the adult learner is able to:
	Applications

Examples of how/where adult learners use this skill

	1.7.1 Create, explore and describe geometrical shapes.


	· Use geometric terms to rename objects, such as:  ball/sphere, box/cube, soup can/cylinder, ice cream cone/cone, etc. 

· Recognize a square, circle, rectangle, and triangle.

· Use manipulatives to make various geometric shapes.

	1.7.2 Create and describe patterns involving geometric objects.
	· Recognize repeating patterns using number, shape, and size.

· Distinguish between repeating and growing patterns.

· Draw the next element in simple repeating patterns.
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TABE:  (9 - 10) scale scores (grade level 0 – 1.9)

Reading 367 and below

Total Math 313 and below

Language 389 and below



CASAS:  200 and below

Strand H:       Mathematics:  Data Analysis and Probability

	Data and Probability Content Standard

Adult learners will begin to reason, problem solve, communicate, and make real life connections using data and probability.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the adult learner is able to:
	Applications

Examples of how/where adult learners use this skill

	1.8.1 Use pictographs when collecting data.
	· Collect and organize pictographs for interpretation, such as road signs and safety signs.
· Use symbolic representative to make a pictograph, such as an octagon for a stop sign.

	1.8.2 Read data.
	· Interpret pictographs, such as a traffic signal.
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