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Level (EFL):
High Intermediate Basic Education

                        TABE (9-10) scale scores (grade level 6-8.9)

Reading 518-566

Total Math 506-565

Language 524-559

CASAS: 221-235

Strand A:
Language:  Listening

	Listening Content Standard

Adult learners will listen analytically and creatively about themes, concepts and ideas in various situations.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the adult learner is able to
	Applications

Examples of how/where adult learners use this skill

	4.1.1 Respond to, evaluate, and analyze speeches and presentations.
	· Prepare and use a rubric to evaluate presentations.

· Demonstrate the appropriate social skills of audience behavior during speeches and presentations.

· Practice good listening skills.

· Give an oral critique of a presentation.

· Ask clarifying questions.

· Take notes on key points.

· Answer presenter’s questions appropriately.

· Summarize the presentation to a partner.

	4.1.2 Relate a speaker’s verbal communications to the non-verbal message.
	· Identify a speaker’s attitude toward the topic.

· Compare three oral communications with three non-verbal communications.

· Evaluate the credibility of a speaker by determining whether the speaker’s point of view is biased or not.

	4.1.3 Identify persuasive and propaganda techniques.
	· Identify false and misleading information used in:  commercials and news, talk shows, MTV, info-ads, and political speeches.



	4.1.4 Identify, state, and react to a speaker’s point of view and bias.
	· Listen to and ask probing questions of speakers, focusing on claims and conclusions presented.

· Listen to and paraphrase a speaker’s main ideas, purpose, and point of view.

	4.1.5 Respond to oral instruction.
	· Follow teacher’s oral directions.

· Follow workplace instructions.

· Relay a verbal message.

	4.1.6 Implement listening self-awareness techniques to become a better listener.
	· Practice critical listening skills during a job evaluation.

· “Listen 80%, talk 20%.”

· Utilize appropriate eye contact and body language.
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Strand B:
Language:  Speaking

	Speaking Content Standard

Adult learners will comprehend how to express themselves orally using English in the home, community, and workplace.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the adult learner is able to
	Applications

Examples of how/where adult learners use this skill

	4.2.1 Maintain awareness of the audience during presentations.
	· Ask and respond to audience questions and remarks when appropriate

· Match message to audience.

	4.2.2 Employ verbal and vocal techniques for effect when presenting.
	· Use rhyme, rhythm, pace of speaking, and word play.

· Use voice modulation, intonation and inflection, volume, pauses and stress.

· Use clear pronunciation and body language.

	4.2.3 Present their work in acceptable standardized English.
	· Use specialized language related to a topic.

· Select words carefully to achieve precise meaning.

· Use slang, dialect, and colloquial language suitably to create interest and drama.

	4.2.4 Demonstrate a variety of speaking techniques.
	· Use Persuasion.

· Debate a topic.

· Tell a story.

· Give an impromptu speech.

· Demonstrate a hobby or personal interest.

	4.2.5 Interact in a group setting.
	· Take part in class discussions focused on selected topics.

· Take part in collaborative learning activities.

· Role-play.

· Brainstorm.

	4.2.6 Demonstrate verbal interviewing skills.
	· Answer questions clearly and concisely.

· Ask appropriate questions.
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Strand C:
Language:  Reading

	Reading Content Standard

Adult learners will read analytically and creatively about important themes, concepts and ideas using a variety of written material.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the adult learner is able to:
	Applications

Examples of how/where adult learners use this skill

	4.3.1 Decode and understand the meanings of words encountered in context.
	· Understand word structures.

· Use sentence structure analysis.

· Practice predictability skills.

	4.3.2 Employ structural, syntactic, and semantic analysis.
	· Recognize and identify a metaphor and a simile in a reading selection.

· Identify words derived from other languages, such as the prefix “hydro” (water) in hydroplane.

	4.3.3 Apply strategies to construct meaning and identify known and unknown words.
	· Automatically recognize frequently encountered words.

· Know the meaning of frequently encountered words in written and oral contexts.

· Gain the meaning of unfamiliar words in context.

	4.3.4 Increase skills through a variety of appropriate level texts.
	· Read with increasing fluency.

· Read a technical manual or an informational text such as an auto manual.

· Do timed readings orally and silently.

· Read poetry, fiction, and non-fiction.

	4.3.5 Employ strategies and authentic content-related resources to determine the meaning of words and phrases in context.
	· Comprehend regional idioms.

· Utilize content area vocabulary.

· Understand technical terms.

	4.3.6 Study elements and style of narrative genres.
	· Describe, identify, and investigate how literature (folk tales, fantasy, adventure, action) shapes opinions through characters, tensions, distortions, and stereotypes. 

· Analyze the role of dialogue, plot, characters, themes, major and minor characters, and climax.

· Analyze how authors use dialogue, imagery, and understatement to develop plot.

	4.3.7 Study elements and style of informational genre.
	· Analyze organizational patterns.

· Analyze research reports.

· Analyze ‘how to’ articles.

· Read and understand an employee handbook.

	4.3.8 Interpret text features to understand central, key, and supporting ideas.
	· Explain the purpose of:  footnotes, bibliographies, appendices, introductions, summaries, and conclusions.

· Recognize the use of print type (bold, italics, underlining), color, and pictures.

· Preview a textbook.

· Preview a chapter.

· Read an employee handbook.

	4.3.9 Connect knowledge, experience, and understanding of the world to themes and perspectives in the text.
	· Identify global themes and universal truths and principles.

· Relate to personal and work life experience.

· Read biographical or autobiographical sketches and find parallels to life experiences. 

	4.3.10 Select and read narrative and informational texts.
	· Compare and contrast the genres. 

· Give a book report.

· Sequentially retell a selection.

· Summarize a selection with clarity.

	4.3.11 Compare, analyze, and evaluate using critical thinking skills to assess written text.
	· Interpret a numeracy word problem.

· Select appropriate resource materials for a project.

· Read movie reviews critically.

· Read to distinguish fact from fiction, such as: in tabloids.

· Distinguish objective and subjective reporting.

· Recognize opinion versus fact.
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Strand D:
Language:  Writing

	Writing Content Standard

Adult learners will write creatively and analytically about different themes, concepts and ideas.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the adult learner is able to:
	Applications

Examples of how/where adult learners use this skill

	4.4.1 Apply a variety of writing strategies for narrative and informational text.
	· Create a graphic organizer, such as: a story map or web designed to develop plot.

· Utilize sequencing to develop a plot. 

· State a problem and solutions.

· Edit individually or in peer groups using proofreader’s checklists. 

· Use style conventions and a variety of grammatical structures.

· Spell frequently misspelled words correctly.

· Write legibly in compositions.

	4.4.2 Write a cohesive narrative piece.
	· Write a detailed accident report.

· Write a newspaper article reporting on a legend or myth, such as:  “The Loch Ness Monster” or “Big Foot”.

· Modernize a folk tale from another country.

· Create a narrative piece for a character in a movie.

	4.4.3 Write an essay that includes organizational patterns that support key ideas.
	· Write a persuasive essay using the steps in the writing process.

· Write a personal essay describing strengths, talents, and achievements.

· Write an essay telling why you should be hired.

· Support key ideas using facts, opinions, examples, metaphors, and/or similes.

	4.4.4 Enhance the written message by exhibiting personal style.
	· Write a narrative text using personification, humor, element of surprise, emotional appeal, or strong opinion.

	4.4.5 Write a research report that includes appropriate organizational patterns, descriptive language, and text features.
	· Formulate research questions using multiple resources and perspectives.

· Use the POWER strategy (plan, organize, write, evaluate, revise)

· Surf the internet to locate accurate support material.

· Use compare and contrast strategies.

· Write a problem statement with a solution using supporting evidence.
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CASAS:  221-235
Strand E:       Mathematics:  Number Sense and Operations

	Number Sense and Operations Content Standard

Adult learners will develop and apply numbers to solve a variety of real-life problems and to determine if the results are reasonable.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the adult learner is able to
	Applications

Examples of how/where adult learners use this skill

	4.5.1 Add, subtract, multiply, and divide whole numbers, decimals, percentages, and fractions.


	· Apply basic math facts with proficiency.

· Developing a number grid to master multiplication tables and use this to assist in division.

· Use a calculator to add, subtract, multiply, and divide a long list of numbers to be used in grocery shopping, invoicing, etc.

· Interchange common fractions and decimals (.25=25%=1/4)

· Convert percentages to decimals (and vice versa) when applying discounts to store items.

	4.5.2 Identify the proper sequence of the orders of operation.


	· Students can apply the correct order of operation using the tool:  Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally (P-parenthesis, E-exponent, M-multiplication, D-division, A-add, and S-subtract.

	4.5.3 Understand and use equivalent rate, ratios, and proportions. 
	· Determine the mixtures (50:1) when adding oil to gasoline. 

· Increase and decrease ingredients to keep mixtures in proper portions when mixing chemicals for baking, lawn care, etc.

· Convert quantities such as feet per second, miles per hour, dollars per pound, and persons per square mile.

· Solve simple proportion problems using unit rate, scaling, finding equivalent fractions, and solving the proportion equation a/b=c/d.

	4.5.4 Understand derived quantities, such as: density, velocity, and weighted averages.


	· Calculate course grades, sports ratings, the average number of units per space unit, etc.

	4.5.5 Recognize, understand, and use square root, cube root, and the Pythagorean Theorem.


	· Use a calculator to find the square root and cube root of numbers.

· Calculate the length of roofs, the distance from a wall to the center of a room, and the height of a tree next to a house. 

	4.5.6 Recognize, understand, and use irrational numbers, which cannot be expressed as the quotient of two integers, and cannot be represented by terminating or repeating decimals.
	· Identify all real numbers (rational and irrational).

· Identify those numbers that are not perfect squares. 
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CASAS:  221-235
Strands F and G:       Mathematics:  Measurement and Geometry

	Measurement and Geometry Content Standard

Adult learners will develop and apply measurement and geometry to solve a variety of real-life problems and to determine if the results are reasonable.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the adult learner is able to:
	Applications

Examples of how/where adult learners use this skill

	4.6.1 Understand and apply basic properties of lines, angles, and triangles.


	· Determine stage or house lighting to develop a mood.

· Create a set design.

· Map houses and streets in a neighborhood. 

· Read a landscaping blue print.

	4.6.2 Draw, construct, and solve geometric figures.
	· Place furniture in a room in a house.

· Draw a garden and place trees, plants, and shrubs.

· Design an urban center.

	4.6.3 Apply the Pythagorean Theorem to solve problems.
	· Use the theorem to determine the length of a shadow of a tree at noon.

· Determine the height of a given object.

	4.6.4 Understand the concept of volume, surface area, and applications of formulas.
	· Describe how this could be used by surveyors.

· Job shadow a surveyor or an engineer.

	4.6.5  Understand polygons.
	· Draw a polygon.

· Identify related objects in a toy box.

· Identify an artistic display of polygons in stained glass.

	4.6.6 Visualize solids and apply the concepts of transformation and symmetry.
	· Sketch a variety of two-dimensional representations of three-dimensional solids.

· Measure and draw a classroom to scale.

	4.6.7 Understand and use dilation.
	· Change house plans.

· Estimate prices when comparing reductions or increases in scale models.



	4.6.8 Understand and use reflective and rotational symmetries of two-dimensional shapes.
	· Relate these transformations to solve problems.

· Design a tattoo using various two-dimensional shapes.

· Cut out a dress pattern on material and put it together.

· Fit quilt pieces together to make a specific shape.
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Strand H:       Mathematics:  Data Analysis and Probability

	Data Analysis and Probability Content Standard

Adult learners will develop and apply data analysis and probability to solve a variety of real-life problems and to determine if the results are reasonable.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the adult learner is able to
	Applications

Examples of how/where adult learners use this skill

	4.8.1 Express probabilities as fractions, decimals, or percentages between 0 and 1.
	· Understand that 0 probability means an event will not occur and that 1 means an event will occur.

· Understand predictions of events, such as horseracing and football games.

· Calculate a batting average or a bowling average.

Know the meaning of predictions for weather, games of chance, etc.

	4.8.2 Compute probabilities of events from simple experiments with equally likely outcomes. 


	· Predict the results from the toss of dice, flipping of coins, or the spin of spinners.

· List all possibilities and find the fraction that meets given conditions of the above.

	4.8.3 Represent and interpret data. 
	· Understand when to use circle graphs, stem and leaf plots, histograms, and box-and-whisker plots to show the data.

· Create scatter plots and use an estimated line of best fit to answer questions about the data.

	4.8.4 Calculate and interpret relative frequencies and cumulative frequencies for given data sets.


	· Organize information.  

· Make predictions in advertising campaigns and marketing of products.

· Explain market trends.

· Predict election results.



	4.8.5 Understand the relationship of probability to relative frequencies.


	· Compute relative frequencies from a table of experimental results for a repeated event.

· Answer questions about the result of an experiment using relationship of probability to relative frequency

· Use probability as a predictor of common events, such as: games won to national championship

	4.8.6 Determine which measures of central tendency (mean, median, and mode) best represent a data set.


	· Calculate averages for football, hockey, baseball, basketball, etc

· Predict interest earnings on a quarterly basis.

· Assess placement in a group based on mean, median, and mode.
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CASAS:  221-235

Strand I:        Mathematics:  Algebra

	Algebra Content Standard

Adult learners will develop and apply algebra to solve a variety of real-life problems and to determine if the results are reasonable.

	Benchmarks

On exit of this level, the adult learner is able to:
	Applications

Examples of how/where adult learners use this skill

	4.9.1 Understand, use, write, and combine expressions and equations with like terms.
	· Use letters, with units, to represent quantities in a variety of contexts, for example: y = number of lbs, k = number of minutes, x = number of cookies.

· Represent information given in words using algebraic expression and equations, such as: “two times x plus 1” and “2x+1”.

	4.9.2 Understand and represent linear functions using table, equations, and graphs.


	· Identify an algebraic formula for a perimeter-side relationship of a square and rectangle, a distance-time graph, and conversions such as feet to inches.


	4.9.3 Understand and apply proportional relationships, and relate to linear relationships.
	· Interpret information from tables and graphs.

· Calculate weight vs. volume of water.

· Calculate base cost plus cost per unit.

· Determine distance and time under constant speed.

	4.9.4 Understand and represent linear functions.


	· Find and graph the ratio of  “rise and run” for a pair of points on the graph.

· Represent linear functions in the form of y = x+b, y= mx, and 

      y = mx+b, and interpret slope and 

      Y-intercept.

	4.9.5 Understand and solve simultaneous equations, and represent non-linear functions.
	· Graph a parabola.

· Determine the projected motion of a ball, fireworks, or any falling object.

· Represent on a graph the growth pattern of a bacteria colony.

· Represent on a graph the temperature of a cup of cocoa as it cools.

	4.9.6 Understand and solve equations, simultaneous equations, and linear inequalities.
	· Determine the various values for temperature, motion, quantities, etc.
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