NOTES FROM MONTHLY SHARP NHSN USERS’ CONFERENCE CALL
January 25, 2012
Thank you to those who were able to join our monthly NHSN users’ conference call. If
you were unable to participate on this call, we hope that you will be able to participate
next month. Any healthcare facility is welcome to participate in these calls, whether they
are sharing NHSN data with us or not. These conference calls are voluntary. Registration
and name/facility identification are not required to participate.

Our monthly conference calls will be held on the 4th Wednesday each month at 10:00
a.m.

Call-in number: 877-336-1831
Passcode: 9103755

Webinar: http://breeze.mdch.train.org/mdchsharp/

Suggestions for agenda items and discussion during the conference calls are always
welcome! Please contact Judy at weberj4@michigan.gov to add items to the
agenda.

HIGHLIGHTS OF JANUARY 2012 CONFERENCE CALL

Welcome and Previous Meeting Notes

Judy welcomed those on the conference call and reminded participants that notes from
previous conference calls will be posted on the MDCH SHARP website at
www.michigan.gov/hai, under the box entitled “NHSN Information & SHARP Trainings
and Conferences”. Notes from the most recent call will be posted on the home page.

Aggregated & Individual Hospital Reports

Allison finished and emailed out the Semi-Annual Individual Reports. She has received a
couple of questions, but not much feedback yet. She is also working on the 2011 Third
Quarter Report which will be posted to www.michigan.gov/hai soon. After all of the
facilities have agreed to the revised Conferred Rights template, she said that she can
begin the 2010-2011 Annual report.

Conferred Rights Acceptance — New Template

In December 2011, the SHARP Unit became aware of the need to revise our template of
Conferred Rights in order to see missing denominator data for the MDRO/CDI module.
Most hospitals sharing data with us have re-accepted our new template, but there are still
a couple of hospitals who have not yet accepted it. If you have not already done so and
you are one of our participating hospitals, please go under “Group” on the navigation bar
of the NHSN home page, click on “Confer Rights”, then highlight “MDCH-SHARP”,
and hit the “Confer Rights” box. This will bring up the new template. You can simply
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click the “Accept” button at the bottom of the page and this will give us rights to the data
that we need. Thank you to those hospitals that have already done this! (Note: as of
2/8/12, all of our participating hospitals have now accepted the new template.)

Hospital VValidation Studies by CMS

We mentioned last month that we had become aware that CMS would be conducting
validation studies within 800 acute care hospitals across the U.S. this year. | talked with
staff at MPRO and they indicated that they have not yet received approval from QIOSC
to release this information. Donna Modras from MPRO re-confirmed this on this
conference call. Hopefully, we will hear more about this in the near future.

February CDC Training on CAUTIs and SSls

CDC will be conducting another 2-day training for hospitals and other interested parties
on the CAUTI and SSI modules in early February (Feb 9 and 10). This is the same
training that Allison and Judy attended on December 5 and 6, 2011 in Atlanta. The
February training has already filled up but we anticipate that CDC will hold additional
trainings so be on the look-out for these email notices if you are interested in attending an
onsite training at CDC.

SSI Module - Definition of Implant

Please remember to look at the definition of “implant” when you are using the SSI
module to report infections. Included in the definition are things that you may not think
about including: mesh, internal staples, hemoclips, as well as other more obvious things
like heart valves, metal rods, screws, cements, etc. Remember also that implants must be
monitored for a SSI for a period of one year, according to NHSN requirements.

SSI Module — ICD-9 Codes

Please remember that there are multiple ICD-9 codes included under the operative
procedures for abdominal hysterectomy and for colon surgery. These ICD-9 codes can
be found in the SSI protocol found on the NHSN website (www.cdc.gov/nhsn).

Proper Wound Specimen Collection

In the January 2012 NHSN E-News, CDC had a reminder about properly collecting
specimens and transporting them to the laboratory. Improperly collected and/or
transported specimens can result in the failure to isolate the causative organism. CDC
encourages IPs to review these practices with their nursing and lab colleagues to assure
that aseptic technique is being used to obtain appropriate specimens.

Help Links on NHSN

Reminder that there are help links when hospitals are working within NHSN. The NHSN
“Help” button is located in the dark blue area of the top right corner, next to the “Log
out” button. Here you can get help with definitions, reporting instructions, etc. Don’t
forget to use this if you need help while you are working in NHSN.



Guidance regarding NHSN Alerts

These alerts should come up when you first log into NHSN and will let you know if you
have missing or incomplete data reported within NHSN. There is a document in the
Resource Library of NHSN, entitled “NHSN Alerts” that can help you interpret what
these alerts mean and how to correct missing or incomplete data. Included in this
document is also information about how to report “No Events” within NHSN.

Use of “Zero Events” or “No Event” Reporting

Reminder: “No Event” reporting is now a requirement of CMS, effective January 1,
2012. If you have no CLABSIs, CAUTIs, VAPs, dialysis events, and/or MDRO/CDI
events, there are now boxes to report no events for these categories under “Summary
Data” on the NHSN navigation bar.

LTAC/LTCH Reporting to NHSN

Just a reminder that long term acute care or long term care hospitals will be required to
begin reporting CLABSIs and CAUTIs beginning October 1 of this year (2012).
LTACs/LTCHs will need to enroll in NHSN but it is recommended that they wait until
after the next release of NHSN which is expected at the end of this month (January
2012). In the new release, new location types that are specific to LTACs and LTCHSs will
be added so these facilities should wait until the new release becomes available. (Note
NHSN version 6.6. was released on 2/6/12).

New NHSN Release

As previously mentioned, a new release of NHSN is expected at the end of January or
early February 2012. Watch your emails for this announcement. (Note: NHSN version
6.6. was released on 2/6/12).

Updates to Facility Data/E-Mail Addresses

Just a reminder to everyone to keep your “facility information” updated on NHSN. If
your NHSN Facility Administrator leaves, if that person changes their email address, or
the hospital address changes, the replacement NHSN Facility Administrator must make
those changes under “Facility” on the NHSN navigation bar. This is the information that
CDC uses to send emails or other information to your facility, and you may miss out on
important information if this is not updated. Remember too that the Facility
Administrator can give administrative rights to other persons within your hospital. This
can be done under “Users” on the NHSN navigation bar. CDC recommends that more
than one person at each hospital should be given administrative rights within NHSN.

Still Accepting Hospitals to join MDCH_SHARP Group

If you are a hospital that has not yet joined the MDCH_SHARP Group in NHSN, you can
still do this. There is no limit to the number of hospitals who can join our group. Contact
Judy and she can send you our Data Use Agreement and walk you through the steps to
join our Group and confer rights to us. You will need the SHARP “joining password” to
join our Group which Judy will be able to give to you.



Data Use Agreements and Addendums

Jennie Finks explained that the MHA Keystone Center for Patient Safety and the
Vermont Oxford Network have asked the SHARP Unit to share specific NHSN data from
our participating hospitals. In order to do this, MDCH SHARP developed a Master Data
Use Agreement addendum. This addendum was recently sent to Michigan hospitals by
the MHA Keystone Center for Patient Safety in a mailing announcing their Hospital
Engagement Network (HEN) project funded through CMS’s Partnership for Patients.
Hospitals who have signed the MDCH SHARP Master Data Use Agreement, conferred
rights to SHARP within NHSN, and sign the addendum, grant permission for the SHARP
Unit to share hospital-identified NHSN data with the MHA Keystone Center for Patient
Safety and/or the Vermont Oxford Group. The letter of commitment included in this
packet from MHA (if signed and returned) was to indicate that the hospital is agreeing to
participate in the HEN project with MHA.. If there questions regarding these agreements
and addendums, feel free to contact Judy in the SHARP Unit.

SSI and CAUTI Case Studies

Joe Coyle and Allison Gibson went through several SSI and CAUTI case studies with
conference call participants in order to provide a better understanding of how to interpret
NHSN’s definitions for these infections. Correct answers to the case studies, as well as
discussion regarding the answers, are posted on the www.michigan.gov/hai website as a
power point presentation.

Suggested Topics for Discussion

The SHARP Unit again requested that hospitals should contact SHARP staff with any
suggestions for future topics or trainings to be conducted during these monthly
conference calls.

Next Conference Call

The next monthly conference call is scheduled for Wednesday, February 22 at 10:00 a.m.
Details regarding phoning in are listed at the top of these minutes and also posted on the
www.michigan.gov/hai home page.
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