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Grantee Announcements 
 

 December BHC Training Opportunity: Transportation Bonanza  
 

This training will take place in Lansing December 8th at the Lansing 
Center and December 9th at the Radisson Hotel. Check out the brochure 
for more details.  

 

Watch for an email from Holly Madill for registration information! 

 
 Learn more about MDOT’s Transportation Enhancement Priority 

for Complete Streets 
 

Check out the full article on Michigan’s Complete Streets website  
 
Questions can be directed to: 
Amber Thelen 
TE Program Manager  
Michigan Department of Transportation Office of Economic Development  
(517) 241-1456  
thelena@michigan.gov 

 
 Safe Routes to School Mini-grants Spring 2011 

 
Call for Applications 

The National Center for Safe Routes to School is now accepting 
applications for 25 mini-grants of $1,000 each. These mini-grants support 
the goal of Safe Routes to School (SRTS) programs, which is to enable 
and encourage children to safely walk and bicycle to school. SRTS 
programs are implemented nationwide by parents, schools, community 
leaders, and local, state, and tribal governments. Applications are due 
November 19, 2010. 

These mini-grants may fund activities ranging from the nuts and bolts that 
help start or sustain a program to new ideas that explore the range of 
benefits of safe walking and bicycling. The activities should occur between 
January 2011 and the end of the Spring 2011 semester. The National 
Center invites student and adult leaders to consider their school's needs 

 

http://www.planningmi.org/downloads/final_brochure_webversion.pdf
http://michigancompletestreets.wordpress.com/2010/10/27/update-on-transportation-enhancement-priority-for-complete-streets/
mailto:thelena@michigan.gov
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and interests and to propose solutions that are also part of a broader safe 
walking/bicycling to school effort. 

Eligible applicants include: 

• Faculty, staff, or parent volunteers at elementary or middle schools;  

• Adult-supervised elementary or middle school groups or clubs;  

• Local governments;  

• Tribal governments; and/or  

• Community-based or private non-profit organizations that will work 
with a school to improve safety and/or increase the number of children 
who safely walk or bicycle to school  

 

Applications and more information are available at: 
www.saferoutesinfo.org/minigrants 
 

 The USDA Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program 
has released the 2011 request for applications. 

Deadline is December 22 (but DO NOT wait until the last day!) This 
program has about $19 million available for FY 2011. See the RFA for 
program management contacts and more details. 

http://www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/beginningfarmerandrancher.cfm 

 
In the News 

 
 Success Stories from Washtenaw County 

 
Local volunteer work at Ypsilanti’s Water street trail has been highlighted 
in The Ypsilanti Courier. In addition, there will be a “grand opening” walk 
on the trail on Saturday, October 30th at 9am and a Halloween-eve walk 
starting at 6:30pm. Both walks will be approximately 30-45 minutes long, 
and will also take participants along a future proposed extension of the 
present trail. 

 

http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/ss/users/link.php?UserID=233746&Newsletter=135&List=45&LinkType=Send&LinkID=1253
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/beginningfarmerandrancher.cfm
http://www.heritage.com/articles/2010/10/22/ypsilanti_courier/news/doc4cc074353a38a430412145.txt
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 Marquette General Hospital Eliminates Trans Fats Early 

 
Check out this article in the Mining Journal that highlights the farmer’s 
market at the hospital. 
 

Resources 
 

 “Safe Routes to School and Health: Understanding the Physical 
Activity Benefits of Walking and Bicycling to School.” 

This new resources was recently released by the National Center for Safe 
Routes to School. This resource provides stories from the field as well as 
approaches to measuring physical activity in safe routes programs. 

For the resource, visit: 
http://drusilla.hsrc.unc.edu/cms/downloads/SRTS_and_health.pdf 

 Guide to Federal Funding for Local and Regional Food Systems 
(April 2010) 

The National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition recently updated one of 
their publications which highlights grant and loan programs available for 
local and regional food systems.  http://sustainableagriculture.net/wp-
content/uploads/2010/06/6.18-FINAL-Food-System-Funding-Guide2.pdf. 

 
Upcoming Training Opportunities 

 
2010 World Town Planning Day Online Conference focuses on 
Integrating Food Systems into the Planning Process 
Monday, November 8th and 
Tuesday, November 9th 
 
This conference brings together leading practitioners and experts on the topic 
“Healthy People, Healthy Places, Healthy Planet: Integrating Food Systems into 
the Planning Process."  
 

 

http://www.miningjournal.net/page/content.detail/id/554768/MGH-eliminates-trans-fats-early.html?nav=5012
http://drusilla.hsrc.unc.edu/cms/downloads/SRTS_and_health.pdf
http://sustainableagriculture.net/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/6.18-FINAL-Food-System-Funding-Guide2.pdf
http://sustainableagriculture.net/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/6.18-FINAL-Food-System-Funding-Guide2.pdf
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Learn more about the program/speakers and register at the conference website, 
http/www.planningtheworld.net/.  Registration closes on Thursday, November 
5th at midnight ET.  Registration is available for the entire conference, by the 
day or by session. 
  
Presentations will focus on answering the question, How should planners 
consider the food system to create healthy people, places and restore our 
planet?  Sessions will provide examples of best practices from around the globe 
in order to promote discussion on the importance of integrating food systems 
into planning. What lessons can we learn from these experiences -- and from 
participants’ own experiences? 
 
Conference Topics 

·         Food Production – what, how, and at what cost to our environment? 
 How to make and keep the food system sustainable? 

·         Connecting Food to Place – the relationship between food and our 
built environment 

·         Distribution of Food – globally, locally 
·         Healthy Consumption – how can planning influence the health of our 

communities? 
·         Planning Approaches To Food Production And Allocation  

 
Questions? Email the Planning Committee at PlanningTheWorld@gmail.com. 
 
2010 Michigan Community and School Gardeners Networking Meeting  
Saturday, November 13th in Kalamazoo, Michigan 
Register here 

This is annual event is an excellent opportunity to discuss the innovative 
community and school gardening work currently taking place around Michigan 
and Northern Ohio and facilitate the development of communication. See event 
flyer here.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.planningtheworld.net/�
http://www.planningtheworld.net/
mailto:PlanningTheWorld@gmail.com
https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?hl=en&pli=1&formkey=dGdjT0g5X21xZkRuaWlVMVJSNFcyenc6MA#gid=0
http://www.miyouthandfood.msu.edu/pdfs/savethedateCSNG.pdf
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Got a Question? Contact the Healthy Communities Team 
 

Lisa Grost Healthy Communities Team Lead grostl@michigan.gov 
Diane Golzynski Lead Nutrition Consultant golzynskid@michigan.gov 

Jim Harrington HC & SRTS Consultant harringtonj3@michigan.gov 

Christina Harvey HC Consultant harveyc3@michigan.gov 

Holly Madill Complete Streets Coordinator madillh@michigan.gov 

Vicki Ott Administrative Assistant ottv@michigan.gov 

Deb Williams MNN Project Coordinator williamsd4@michigan.gov 
 

 


