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Even Healthy Kids Can Die from Influenza 
 

A CDC-authored study was published on October 29 in the 

Journal of Pediatrics titled “Influenza-Associated Pediatric 

Deaths in the United States, 2004-2012.” The authors analyzed 

all laboratory-confirmed flu-associated pediatric deaths reported 

during eight flu seasons: 2004-05 through 2011-12. Please find 

key points from CDC related to this article attached. 
 

Study results to note: 
 

 There were 830 flu-associated pediatric deaths reported 

from October 2004 through September 2012. 

 The median age was seven years, and the median duration 

of illness was five days. 

 Influenza A virus infection was associated with 78% of 

pediatric deaths, and influenza B virus infection was 

associated with 20% of pediatric deaths. (The flu virus type 

was not distinguished in 2% of deaths.) 

 Of 794 children with known medical history, 43% had NO 

high-risk medical conditions (i.e. asthma, 

neurodevelopmental disorders, chronic lung disease, heart 

disease, immunosuppression, etc.). 

 Children without high-risk medical conditions were more 

likely to die within three days of symptom onset than those 

with high-risk medical conditions.  

 Bacterial co-infection was more common among children 

without high-risk medical conditions. 
 

This study highlights the fact that flu illness can be fatal in 

children both with and without high-risk medical conditions. 

Make sure that parents and clinicians are aware that the flu can 

be associated with severe complications in otherwise healthy 

children, especially those younger than two years of age. This 

study underscores the importance of CDC’s recommendation: 

ALL persons six months of age and older should receive annual 

flu vaccination.  
 

MDCH has confirmed four cases of flu, the first identified by 

the state lab during the 2013-14 season. The illnesses occurred 

in both children and adults. For more information, read the 

MDCH press release. Help protect Michigan’s children this flu 

season by promoting and offering flu vaccine to everyone aged 

six months and older at every opportunity! 

 
2013 National Influenza Vaccination Week 
 

This year’s National Influenza Vaccination Week (NIVW) is 

December 8-14, 2013. The Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention want to know what NIVW activities you have 

planned! Submit your activities for NIVW here. CDC also has 

NIVW materials available. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

College/University Flu Vaccination Toolkit Now Available 
 

MDCH’s new College and University Flu Vaccination Toolkit 

will assist college health centers, medical practices, health 

departments, pharmacists, and other immunization providers to 

promote the importance of annual influenza vaccination for 

students. The toolkit includes strategies to increase rates, key 

messages, email templates, news release templates, social media 

messages and websites, plus an impressive assortment of posters 

and flyers. 
 

If you are affiliated with a college/university health center, please 

begin using the materials in this kit to increase demand for flu 

vaccine at your campus today. You are in a unique position to 

help spread the word about this important vaccine to college-age 

students. We would like to get input regarding your past and 

current efforts to increase flu vaccination among your student 

populations. Please take our survey: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/flucollege. 
 

To view the kit online, visit www.michigan.gov/flu and click on 

flu gallery or current flu season vaccination materials for health 

care professionals.  
 

The flu gallery also includes monthly flu vaccine posters to 

promote awareness of the importance of flu vaccinations (see an 

example on page 6). 

 

High Dose Flu Vaccine for Seniors 
 

CIDRAP, 10/24/13 
 

A large clinical trial of the high-dose influenza vaccine for seniors 

found Fluzone high-dose to be 24% more effective than standard-

dose Fluzone at preventing flu in adults 65 years and older. 
 

The phase three trial was conducted over the past two flu seasons 

at 126 centers across the U.S. and Canada, enrolling about 32,000 

seniors. It found that the high-dose version of Fluzone was 24.2% 

more effective than a standard-dose vaccine at preventing flu in 

adults age 65 and older. To read the entire CIDRAP article, click 

here. 
 

Resource for Adult Vaccination Providers 
 

Adult vaccination providers, please provide the HealthMap 

Vaccine Finder with data on your vaccination services. Last year 

this website helped direct more than 500,000 patients to 

vaccination providers in their areas. Take advantage of this free 

opportunity to list your clinics! 

 

Flu Websites 
www.michigan.gov/flu 

www.cdc.gov/flu                               

www.flu.gov 

http://vaccine.healthmap.org/ 
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Michigan Physicians Needed for Influenza Surveillance 
 

Influenza is here in Michigan, and the Michigan Department 

of Community Health needs your help! The Outpatient 

Influenza-like Illness Surveillance Network (ILINet) is a vital 

part of influenza surveillance in Michigan. ILINet consists of 

healthcare providers who voluntarily provide weekly counts 

of patient visits for influenza-like illness (defined as fever 

≥100˚ plus cough and/or sore throat) to MDCH and CDC. 

Effective influenza surveillance helps inform state and local 

public health when influenza activity begins, peaks, and ends 

in their area; detect new or unusual influenza virus strains; and 

assess the effectiveness of influenza control programs. 
 

In appreciation of their efforts, sentinels receive free 

laboratory testing for approximately 11 specimens per season; 

weekly feedback reports including summaries of regional, 

state, and national influenza data; and free online 

subscriptions to Emerging Infectious Diseases and CDC’s 

Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR). Sentinels 

who regularly report throughout this flu season will also 

receive free registration for two staff to one of next year’s 

MDCH Fall Regional Immunization Conferences. 
 

Volunteering to be a sentinel should require less than 30 

minutes of your time each week. We are always in need of 

new sentinels! To enroll or for more information, contact 

Stefanie DeVita, RN, MPH, Influenza Epidemiologist at 

MDCH Division of Immunization, at 

DeVitaS1@michigan.gov or 517-335-3385. 

 
Flu Fighters at Ann Arbor Marriott at Eagle Crest 
 

Kudos to the Ann Arbor Marriott at Eagle Crest in Ypsilanti! 

They scheduled a November flu clinic and then organized a 

fun contest to help motivate staff to get a flu vaccine. Each 

department was challenged to aim for the highest percentage 

of participation in the flu shot clinic. The Winning Team will 

receive free Starbucks coffee for three days. We presume that 

the winning team will also win bragging rights for the next 

year! 

 
Fewer Infants Hospitalized for Whooping Cough 
 

HealthDay News - reported in MedLine Plus, 10/21/13 
 

Widespread vaccination of teens against whooping cough has 

resulted in fewer U.S. infants being hospitalized for the 

respiratory infection, also known as pertussis, according to a 

new study. The researchers said their findings highlight the 

importance of raising vaccination rates among teens and 

adults to end the ongoing whooping cough epidemic among 

infants. Waning immunity and failure to vaccinate have been 

associated with the epidemic. 
 

Click here to read the entire article. 

 
Sarah Michelle Gellar Promotes Pertussis Vaccine 
 

Slate, 9/27/13 
 

Actress Sarah Michelle Gellar (AKA “Buffy, The Vampire 

Slayer”) has partnered with the March of Dimes and Sanofi 

Pasteur in “Sounds of Pertussis,” a campaign for adults to get 

their Tdap booster shot. 
 

They put together a video to promote the campaign.  

 

 

 

Five Michigan Hospitals Are Included on IAC’s Hepatitis B Birth 

Dose Honor Roll 
 

On July 16, 2013, the Immunization Action Coalition (IAC) launched 

the Hepatitis B Birth Dose Honor Roll. The Honor Roll recognizes 

hospitals and birthing centers that have attained high coverage rates 

for administering hepatitis B vaccine at birth. At this time, 29 birthing 

facilities nationwide have been accepted into the Honor Roll. 
 

Five Michigan hospitals are on the IAC Hepatitis B Birth Dose Honor 

Roll: 

 Lakeland Community Hospital, Niles (92%) 

 Oakwood Annapolis Hospital, Wayne (92%) 

 Pennock Health Services Family Birthing Center, Hastings 

(90%) 

 Spectrum Health Ludington Hospital, Ludington (95%) 

 Sturgis Hospital, Sturgis (93%) 
 

The Honor Roll is a key part of IAC’s initiative urging the nation’s 

birthing facilities to Give birth to the end of Hep B. The MDCH 

Division of Immunization would like to thank the staff of these five 

birthing facilities for their exceptional efforts to protect infants from 

hepatitis B transmission. The IAC urges qualifying organizations to 

apply for the Hepatitis B Birth Dose Honor Roll online. 

 
Perinatal Hepatitis B Prevention Program Manual Updated 
 

The PHBPP manual was updated earlier this year. In addition to its 

annual facelift, documents and forms are updated or added on an 

ongoing basis. Go to www.michigan.gov/hepatitisB to view the new 

and updated documents. 

 
New Viral Hepatitis Website 
 

The MDCH Viral Hepatitis Prevention Unit has developed a viral 

hepatitis website for medical health professionals and the general 

public. For information on prevention, reporting, data, statistics, and 

current resources, go to www.michigan.gov/hepatitis. 

 
CDC Develops New HPV Resources 
 

IAC Express, Issue 1086, November 5, 2013 
 

CDC recently developed some new resources to help healthcare 

professionals talk to parents and young adults about HPV 

vaccination. These materials include a one-page sheet titled Tips and 

Time-savers for Talking with Parents about HPV Vaccine, a 

customizable slide set on the burden of HPV-related cancers, links to 

HPV vaccination recommendations, fact sheets, Medscape 

commentaries for provider education, and handouts for parents and 

patients in English and Spanish. Click here to access the CDC 

Campaign overview page. 

 
MDCH Promotes New HPV Vaccine Poster  
 

A Parent’s Guide to Preteen and Teen HPV Vaccination, the new 

MDCH flyer focusing on the importance of vaccinating at the 

routinely recommended age of 11-12 years, is now available in 

Arabic as well as English. 
 

The flyer is posted on the MDCH Teen Vaccines website 

at:  http://www.michigan.gov/teenvaccines. 
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Visit the MDCH Adolescent Immunization Poster Gallery 
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Measles Cases in Michigan Concern Health Officials 
 

Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR), CDC, 

9/13/13 
 

Michigan is among 16 states that have reported cases of 

measles in 2013 through mid-August. The once common 

disease is now a rarity in the U.S., but that progress may be 

threatened by the high incidence of measles elsewhere in 

the world and insufficient levels of immunizations in some 

communities. The increase in measles cases in the U.S. in 

2013 serves as a reminder that imported measles cases can 

result in large outbreaks, particularly if introduced into 

areas with pockets of unvaccinated persons.  
 

Measles is highly contagious and is by no means a trivial 

disease. It can result in hospitalization, pneumonia, 

encephalitis, and death. We need to achieve and sustain 

high levels of vaccination in Michigan and across the U.S. 

Vaccination is the best way to prevent measles outbreaks 

from occurring and to prevent this disease from spreading 

widely in our communities. 
 

As of November 7, Michigan has reported five cases of 

measles. This is the highest number we have had in any year 

since 1999. Four of the five cases were preventable. Two of 

the cases involved infants younger than 12 months of age 

who were exposed to the disease when they traveled out of 

the country. They have since recovered. According to 

current recommendations, these two babies should have 

each received a dose of measles vaccine. Even though the 

first of two routine childhood measles vaccine doses is 

given at 12 months of age, current recommendations call for 

infants as young as six months who will be traveling outside 

of the U.S. to be vaccinated against measles. This 

recommendation means that parents can begin protecting 

their children as early as six months of age if they have 

plans to travel internationally. 
 

According to CDC, there were 159 cases reported nationally 

as of Aug. 24, 2013. From 2001–2012, the average number 

of measles cases reported nationally per year was 60.  
 

Nearly all of the 159 cases nationally were “import-

associated,” meaning that they were directly or indirectly 

linked to a case or an exposure in another country. The 

majority of cases (82 %) occurred among persons who were 

not vaccinated, with another 8 % in persons with an 

unknown vaccination status. Measles vaccine has been 

routinely in use and recommended for children in the U.S. 

since the 1960s.  
 

Measles vaccine is highly effective, very safe, and 

numerous studies have confirmed the vaccine’s 

effectiveness and safety record. People who vaccinate 

themselves and their children are not only protecting the 

health their families, but also the community and state of 

Michigan as a whole. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional Immunization Conferences’ Slides Posted Online 
 

Nearly 1,700 health care professionals are expected to attend the 

MDCH Fall Regional Immunization Conferences. The last three 

conferences are being held this week in Bay City, Dearborn and 

Troy. The speakers’ handouts are posted online. 
 

Nurses, Physicians, and Pharmacists 
 

Continuing education is available to nurses, physicians, and 

pharmacists. Upon completion of your evaluation form and 

CME/continuing education processing, you will be sent an email 

with your certificate.  
 

Please allow 4-6 weeks to process CME credits and contact hours. 
 

Planning for the 2014 conferences will begin in February. 

Suggestions for conference topics may be emailed to Rosemary 

Franklin at franklinr@michigan.gov. 

 
Vaccine Mobile App 
 

The Vaccine Education Center (VEC) at Children's Hospital of 

Philadelphia has launched its newest resource, “Vaccines on the 

Go: What You Should Know" — a free mobile app for iPhone. 

Learn more and download the app today. 

 
Michigan Health & Hospital Association Website 
 

The Michigan Health & Hospital Association, in collaboration 

with MDCH, has updated resources on its website regarding 

healthcare personnel vaccination policies.  

 
Free Immunization Materials Available 
 

Free Michigan Department of Community Health brochures 

are available at www.healthymichigan.com. These materials are 

free of charge and are intended for Michigan residents. 

 
Put Your Clinic/Practice in this Newsletter 
 

Have you adopted a new best practice that is working well in your 

clinic? Would you like to share your success story with Michigan 

Immunization Timely Tips (MITT) readers? We would love to hear 

from you! 
 

For more information, please contact Rosemary Franklin at 

franklinr@michigan.gov. 

 
Michigan Immunization Timely Tips (MITT) 
 

To subscribe to the Michigan Immunization Timely Tips 

newsletter, send an email to cmarkzon@msms.org and enter the 

word SUBSCRIBE in the subject line. Subscribers will receive the 

Michigan Immunization Timely Tips (MITT) newsletter, as well 

as additional immunization-related updates on a periodic basis. 

MITT is posted at www.michigan.gov/immunize  under the 

Provider Information section. For more information, contact 

Rosemary Franklin at franklinr@michigan.gov.  
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Thanks for all you do to keep families safe from 
vaccine preventable diseases. 
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The full-size poster and others are available online. 
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