
Governor’s Discretionary Grant 
2007-2008 Program Summaries (by agency) 

 
 

Agency City Award Amount 

 
53rd Circuit Court,        Cheboygan  $80,000 
Family Division – County of Cheboygan 
 
The County of Cheboygan will provide a year-round alternative education program for youth referred through 
the Cheboygan County Family Court, Juvenile Division.  The Strengthening Families, Second Step, Aggression 
Replacement Training, and Botvin's Life Skills programs will be implemented with the adjudicated youth and 
their families, aimed at placing the youth back into the home, school and community. 
 
Project Title: SAYPA 
 
Carol Rosinski, Project Director 
53rd Circuit Court, Family Division – County of Cheboygan 
504 Division Street 
Cheboygan, MI 49721 
(231) 627-5613 ext. 4332 
 
 
 
 
 
Allegan County         Allegan  $25,000 
Community Mental Health  
 
Allegan County Community Mental Health plans to provide the Strengthening Families Program (SFP) in four 
communities.  The program will be offered 4-5 times throughout the year and a Family Camp component will 
be offered to families to meet the goals/objectives of the SFP. 
 
Project Title: Strengthening Families Program 
 
Amy Embury, Project Director 
3283 122nd Avenue 
Allegan, MI 49010 
(269) 673-6617 ext. 2758 
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Big Brothers, Big Sisters Flint          Flint  $30,000 
 
The Big Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS) of Flint will partner with the Concerned Pastors for Social Action to 
provide school-based mentoring and lunch buddy programs to Genesee County youth between the ages of 6-14 
who have been identified as being at risk for drug use and involvement with the criminal justice system due to 
having one or both parents in the Michigan Correctional System. The BBBS will also provide the Second Step 
prevention program as well as information to parent/caretakers on how to access local services and support 
specifically to raising children of incarcerated parents. 
 
Project Title: School-Based Mentoring for Children of Incarcerated Parents 
 
Latrelle Holmes, Project Director 
902 East Sixth Street 
Flint, MI 48503 
(810) 235-0617 
 
 
 
           
 
Big Brother, Big Sisters of          Negaunee   $50,000 
Marquette County   
 
The Big Brothers Big Sisters of Marquette County will provide a mentoring program to youth ages 7-15 for one 
year.  The program will involve trained mentors to meet 1-4 times a month with at risk youth in Marquette and 
Alger counties. The program has three parts: 1) traditional one on one with adult mentors, 2) school based with 
high school students mentoring elementary youth, and 3) lunch buddies using adults. 
 
Project Name: Mentoring Youth of Promise 
 
Jayne M. Letts, Project Director 
101 Pioneer Avenue 
Negaunee, MI 49866 
(906) 475-7801  
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Boys & Girls Club of Alpena              Alpena  $90,000 
 
The Boys & Girls Club of Alpena will target youth, ages 6-18, at four sites providing after school and summer 
programs, and providing services to parents.  The curriculums provided will be: SMART Moves, SMART Kids, 
Start SMART, SMART Teens, and SMART Parents.  Other components provided to the youth will be 
mentoring, tutoring, computer skills, job readiness, and fine arts. 
 
Project Title: S.M.A.R.T. Moves 
 
Susan Nielsen, Project Director 
601 River Street 
Alpena, MI 49707 
(989) 356-0214 
 
 
 
 
 
Boys & Girls Club of           Benton Harbor  $80,000 
Benton Harbor 
 
The Boys and Girls Club of Benton Harbor will provide the Botvin's Life Skills Program and the SMART 
Moves Prevention Program to youth ages 6-18, including youth that have dropped out of school and their 
parents.  Other components of the program will include mentoring, job shadowing, academics, and the arts. 
 
Project Title: Life Skills Development 
 
Jeanne Surch, Project Director 
1200 East Main Street 
Benton Harbor, MI 49022 
(269) 926-8766 ext. 15 
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Boys & Girls Club           Kalamazoo  $59,213 
of Kalamazoo 
 
The Boys & Girls Club of Greater Kalamazoo will provide the SMART Moves prevention programs and a 
delinquency prevention program to youth, ages 6-18. Some of the components of the prevention programs are 
SMART Kids skills development program for ages 6-9, Start SMART resistance skills program for youth ages 
9-12, Stay SMART social skills program for adolescents ages 13-15, SMART Girls gender specific program for 
girls ages 10-15, and Passport to Manhood gender specific program for boys ages 11-15. 
 
Project Title: SMART Moves and Delinquency Prevention 
 
Greta Faworski, Project Director 
915 Lake Street 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
(269) 349-4485 ext. 109 
 
 
 
 
 
Branch, County of         Coldwater  $50,000 
 
The County of Branch, 15th Circuit Court, Family Division and agencies within the community, plan to provide 
the Aggression Replacement Training program to males, ages 12-16, in the Day Prevention Program.  Program 
services include employment preparation, aggression reduction/replacement training, individual, group, and 
family education on conflict resolution, substance abuse prevention, on-site work program, community 
restoration, physical health promotion and academic instruction. 
 
Project Title: Branch County Day Prevention Program 
 
John Howard, Project Director 
31 Division Street 
Coldwater, MI 49036 
(517) 279-4316 ext. 231 
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Catholic Social Services          Pontiac  $55,000 
of Oakland County 
 
Catholic Social Services of Oakland County will provide two programs: DARE To Be You and Second Step to 
Hispanic preschool children and parents in the Catholic Social Services of Oakland County (CSSOC) Hispanic 
Outreach Services Program.  Participants will also have access to additional CSSOC programs in a Family 
Mentoring Model that includes individual ATOD assessment, parenting classes, mentoring for Hispanic youth, 
and academic tutoring for youth and parents. 
 
Project Title: Second Step plus 
 
Susan Masiak, Project Director 
50 Wayne Street 
Pontiac, MI 48242 
(248) 333-3700 ext. 331 
 
 
 
 
 
Catholic Social Services        Detroit  $50,000 
of Wayne County 
 
Catholic Social Services of Wayne County will provide the Project Toward No Drug Use and Second Step 
prevention programs for youth and parents/caregivers in the Wayne County area.  The court referred youth are 
on probation, out of school, homeless, runaway, or pregnant. 
 
Project Title: Changing Attitudes and Building Healthy Communities 
 
Virdell Thomas, Project Director 
9851 Hamilton Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48202 
(313) 883-0611 
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Center for Occupational          Ann Arbor  $70,000 
& Personalized Education 
 
The Center for Occupational & Personalized Education (COPE) will provide the Life Skills Prevention Program 
coupled with an individualized academic program for youth, ages 10-18.  The program will serve high risk 
youth who are economically disadvantaged, school dropouts, expelled, victims of abuse/neglect, on court 
probation or have demonstrated other at-risk behaviors.  Programming is targeted to reach youth throughout 
Washtenaw County, but primarily within the greater Ypsilanti-Willow Run communities, an area in the eastern 
sector of the county considered to be high-risk for youth substance abuse and violence.  In addition to the 
prevention program, COPE will also provide academic support, pre-employment, community service projects, 
and effective communication skills. 
 
Project Title: C.O.P.E. At-Risk Youth Prevention and Education Program 
 
Robert Coller, Project Director 
1055 Cornell 
Ypsilanti, MI 48169 
(734) 547-0419 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Child & Family Services of the U.P.         Marquette  $30,000 
 
Child & Family Services of the UP in collaboration with Marquette County Sheriff's Department will provide 
Strengthening Families, Better Future (in conjunction with the sheriff department), and Let Each One Teach 
One prevention programs to youth and parents.  The programs will provide communication skills, violence and 
substance abuse resistance skills, mentoring, and academic support. 
 
Project Title: Strengthening Families, ATOD Prevention Mentoring 
 
Shelley Young, Project Director 
706 Chippewa Square, Suite 208 
Marquette, MI 49855 
(906) 228-4050  
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City of  Garden City       Garden City  $50,000 
 
The City of Garden City will provide the Strengthening Families Program to children ages 6 to 12, and their 
families, once a week at the Maplewood Community Center. The program is designed to decrease drug use, 
enhance protective and resilience factors by improving children's social and life skills, peer resistance, and 
communication skills, improve parent/child attachment and family relations, improve adults' parenting skills, 
reduce youth behavior problems (i.e., substance use, conduct disorders, aggression, violence, and juvenile 
delinquency) as well as reduce emotional problems such as depression.  The 16-week program will be 
conducted in two cohorts:  February-May and June-September. 
 
Project Title: Strengthening Families in Garden City 
 
Monica Fulton, Project Director 
31735 Maplewood 
Garden City, MI 48135 
(734) 793-1860 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City of Wayne        Wayne  $40,000 
 
The City of Wayne Youth Services will implement Botvin's Life Skills program to youth and parents of Wayne 
County.  The full-year program will be conducted once a week for two hours with youth ages 11-14 and their 
families for 15 weeks.  The prevention program will focus on social resistance skills, personal self-management 
skills, and general social skills.  Other components of the program will be mentoring, tutoring, social skills, and 
service learning. 
 
Project Title: Youth Services Prevention Program 
 
Barbara Christner, Project Director 
3030 South Wayne Road 
Wayne, MI 48184 
(734) 721-7004 
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Cristo Rey Community Center          Lansing  $76,000 
 
Cristo Rey Community Center will provide a community-based violence and substance abuse prevention 
program to reduce and delay the onset of drug use, reduce the rate of interpersonal conflict in the community, 
and reduce disciplinary actions in area schools.  The program will involve parents, juvenile and probate courts, 
and schools in the identification and referral of at-risk youth.  They will implement the Creating Lasting 
Families and Second Step programs with high-risk children and youth, ages 4–17, and parents. The Second Step 
program will address the high rate of violent juvenile crime in the community, the risk factors related to 
juvenile recidivism and rate of interpersonal violence and disciplinary actions in the schools. 
 
Project Title: Roots and Wings, Anger Management for Teens & Summer Break 
 
Pat McKinley, Project Director 
1717 North High Street 
Lansing, MI 48906 
(517) 372-4700 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Every Womens Place          Muskegon  $85,000 
 
Every Woman's Place/Webster House Youth Services will provide the Early Offender Diversion Program to  
youth, ages 10-17, and parents.  The Strengthening Families prevention program and the Aggression 
Replacement Training programs will be provided to focus on eliminating substance abuse and violence among 
youth/families. The program will also focus on the younger children in the home by providing interactive, 
effective skill building that corresponds with the goal of behavioral change for the entire family. 
 
Project Title: Early Offender Diversion Program   
 
Heather Wiegand, Project Director 
1221 W. Laketon Avenue 
Muskegon, MI 49441 
(231) 759-7909 ext. 240 
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Family Services and          Jackson  $90,000 
Children’s Aid 
 
Family Service & Children’s Aid plan to provide the Families and Schools Together prevention program for 
youth, ages 3-11, parents, and other family members at four elementary schools.  The family-centered early 
intervention program will provide effective communication skills, identifying family values, drug and violence 
prevention information, and building cohesive family relationships. 
 
Project Title: Families and Schools Together  
 
Linda Tallman, Project Director 
330 West Michigan Avenue 
Jackson, MI 49204 
(517) 787-7920  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Ward Community Services          Saginaw  $60,000 
 
First Ward will provide the Project Alert drug prevention program to middle and high school youth in their after 
school and summer program.  Project Alert will provide accurate information regarding substance use, will 
provide resistance skills and social barriers to drug use, and will increase awareness of the benefits of non-use.  
Youth will engage in participatory activities including guided classroom discussions, small group activities, 
role-playing and repeated skills practice.  Homework assignments involving parents to help Youth control their 
behavior, resist peer pressure, and refrain from negative behaviors will also be provided. 
 
Project Title: Project P.U.S.H & P.UL.L. 
 
Leon Glypmph, Project Director 
1410 North Twelfth Street 
Saginaw, MI 48601 
(989) 753-0411 ext. 22  
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Gateway Community Services          East Lansing  $45,000 
 
Gateway Community Services will conduct the Aggression Replacement Training program to youth, ages 13 -
20, located in the Greater Lansing Area who are court referred, homeless, run-away, Lansing School District 
referrals, and/or adjudicated.  Three sessions will run per fiscal year. Two 15 week sessions will be conducted 
during the school year, and one 8 week session will run during the summer. Other components of the program 
will include counseling and parenting programs. 
 
Project Title: Violence Prevention Program 
 
Dennis Neuner, Project Director 
2875 Northwind Drive, Suite 111 
East Lansing, MI 48823 
(517) 351-4000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Manistee-Benzie Community         Manistee  $70,000 
Mental Health 
 
The Manistee-Benzie Community will provide the SafeNet program to high-risk, third through sixth grade, 
Youth and their families who are at risk of school failure and/or are in danger of out of home placement.  This 
after-school program will utilize the Second Step program and will be supplemented with the Botvin's Life 
Skills prevention program. 
 
Project Title: SafeNet/Bridges Prevention Program 
 
Ingemar Johansson, Project Director 
6051 Frankfort Hwy, Ste. 200 
Benzonia, MI 49616 
(231) 882-2150 
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Michigan Assoc. for       Lansing  $70,000 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
 
The Michigan Association for Deaf and Hard of Hearing will provide the Life Skills program to deaf and hard 
of hearing middle and high school Youth in the Kent, Calhoun, Wayne, Ingham, Monroe, and Kalamazoo 
counties. The sessions will provide deaf and hard of hearing Youth with critical information in a format that 
they can comprehend.  The sessions are designed to educate the youth about the health, legal and social 
implications of using alcohol, tobacco and other drugs, and how to approach problems in a non-violent manner. 
 
Project Title: Healthy Choices!  Drug Free, Violence Free, Tobacco Free 
 
Dave Coyne, Project Director 
2929 Covington Court, Suite 200 
Lansing, MI 48912 
(517) 487-0066 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michigan Department of Military Affairs       Battle Creek  $145,000 
 
The Michigan Army National Guard will provide the Life Skills prevention program to youth attending the 
Michigan Youth ChalleNGe Program.  The residential prevention program will serve statewide youth, ages 16-
18.  The program will focus on developing self-respect, personal discipline, social values, providing academic 
enrichment, drug and violence prevention, peer resistance, and effective communication skills.  Youth who 
participate in the program will be Youth who are expelled, dropouts, or in danger of being expelled from 
statewide education programs. 
 
Project Title: Michigan Youth ChalleNGe Academy 
 
John Wemlinger, Project Directors 
5500 Armstrong Road, Bldg. 13 
Battle Creek, MI 49016 
(269) 968-1230 
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Muskegon County PRIDE            Muskegon  $72,000 
 
Muskegon County PRIDE will provide the Second Step Violence Prevention program to inner-city youth who 
attend Muskegon and Muskegon Heights Schools, and the YMCA.  Other components include adult mentoring, 
community service projects, communication skills, and drug and violence prevention. 
 
Project Title: Muskegon Youth...Leading the Way 
 
Tim Brown, Project Director 
1019 Beechtree Court 
Muskegon, MI 49441 
(231) 557-6329 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oakwood Health Care Inc.          Dearborn  $30,000 
Taylor Teen 
 
Oakwood Health Care Inc. in collaboration with the Taylor Teen Health Center will provide the Summer Arts 
and Prevention Academy, a 6 week summer drug and violence prevention program to youth, ages 10-17 and 
two mini afterschool programs during the school year.  The programs will provide Second Step, Project 
ALERT, and Life Skills Training.  Other components of the program will be the Summer Arts program, 
mentoring, and peer educators. 
 
Project Title: Summer Arts & Prevention Academy 
 
Christie Wilkewitz, Project Director 
26650 Eureka Road, Suite C 
Taylor, MI 48180 
(734) 942-2273  
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Omankane: The Collective            Detroit  $72,000 
 
Omankane: The Collective prevention program will provide after school services to youth, parents/guardians, 
and other personnel at two schools and one community center in Detroit.  The program will provide Project 
Alert and Life Skills prevention programs to youth to increase their knowledge/use of refusal skills on alcohol, 
tobacco and other drugs. The program will also strengthen their academic, decision-making and leadership 
skills by providing academic tutoring/academic support, and enrichment activities. 
 
Project Title: Shortcut to Saturday! 
 
Margaret James, Project Director 
7737 Kercheval Suite 216 
Detroit, MI 48214 
(313) 342-3331 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prevention Works        Kalamazoo  $60,000 
 
Prevention Works, Inc. plans to provide Project Alert and Strengthening Families programs to youth and 
families in the Kalamazoo area. Families will be recruited for the program through referrals from Family Circuit 
Court, Kalamazoo Department of Human Services, Kalamazoo Community Mental Health, school personnel 
and other community agencies. The programs will provide information on effective communication, coping 
skills, stress management skills, social skills, problem solving, resisting peer pressure, and the consequences of 
substance abuse.  They will address risk factors that have been demonstrated to predict drug use. 
 
Project Title: The Prevention Works Empowering Youth Program 
 
Carla Winchester, Project Director 
611 Whitcomb Suite A 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 
(269) 388-4200 
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Saginaw County Department of           Saginaw  $80,000 
Public Health 
 
The Saginaw County Department of Public Health will be providing the Strengthening Families program to 
high risk youth and parents in 31 faith-based organizations.  Other components of this full year program include 
mentoring, tutoring, academic enrichment and community service. 
 
Project Title: One Community-Many Faiths-One Goal 
 
Cheryl Plettenberg, Project Director 
1600 North Michigan 
Saginaw, MI 48602 
(989) 758-3822 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Save Our Neighborhood and Streets        Port Huron  $65,000 
 
Save Our Neighborhood and Streets Outreach Center will provide the Life Skills Prevention Program to youth, 
third through twelfth grade, and their parents.  The program will target youth that are in a Day Treatment 
Facility, an alternative education program, expelled/suspended youth, and low-income high-risk youth.  The 
program will be conducted six days a week and will include substance abuse and violence training, mentoring, 
tutoring, and community service. 
 
Project Title: SONS Community Outreach 
 
Tyrone Burrell, Project Directors 
P.O. Box 610385 
Port Huron, MI 48061 
(810) 989-7667 
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St. Clair Sheriff’s Office           Port Huron  $28,000 
 
The St. Clair County Sheriff's Department will provide the Aggressors, Victims, and Bystanders: Thinking and 
Acting to Prevent Violence to youth, ages 11-13, and a parenting program for parents. The summer program 
will provide conflict resolution and anger management skills, substance abuse prevention, community service 
activities, and improved academic enrichment as well as a parent component to assist the families. 
 
Project Title: Summer TEAM 
 
Cynthia King, Project Director 
204 Bard Street 
Port Huron, MI 48060 
(810) 987-1723 ext. 441 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Substance Abuse Council          Battle Creek  $61,000 
 
The Substance Abuse Council will provide the Strengthening Families Program and the Project Toward No 
Drug Abuse program to youth, ages 10-14, and their families. The program will target high-risk youth and 
families in the court system and will provide family interaction, skill building activities, drug and violence 
prevention, effective communication skills, and conflict resolution skills. One booster session will also be 
provided approximately six months after the conclusion of the program. 
 
 
Project Title: Prevent Programs for Calhoun County Court System 
 
Dawn Smith, Project Director 
140 W. Michigan Avenue 
Battle Creek, MI 49017 
(269) 968-4699 ext. 6206 
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Taylor School District                   Taylor  $30,000 
 
Taylor School District will provide the Second Step program to youth and mandatory parenting classes for their 
parents.  The program will be conducted on six Saturdays for five hours, three times per year. Skills taught will 
include empathy, impulse control and anger management. The program will include youth skill development, 
career planning and job skills, journaling, personal accountability, and community service projects. 
 
Project Title: Taylor Teen Opportunities through Prevention Services 
 
Sandra Kluk, Project Director 
9551 Westlake Road 
Taylor,  MI 48180 
(313) 295-5829 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Temple United Methodist Church         Muskegon Heights  $76,000 
 
Temple United Methodist Church will implement the Second Step Violence Prevention program to high-risk 
inner-city youth in the City of Muskegon Heights. The program will be provided four days a week after school 
and during the summer 4 days a week. Temple plans to work closely with a number of community 
organizations to involve parents and provide youth with college prep information, tutoring, mentoring, and the 
arts. 
 
Project Title: Pathfinders 
 
Catrina Rule, Project Director 
2500 Jefferson Street 
Muskegon Heights, MI 49444 
(231) 737-6415 
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Van Buren/Cass District Health Dept.       Hartford  $24,000 
 
Van Buren/Cass District Health Department will provide Project Towards No Drug Abuse (TND) to high 
school youth, ages 14-19, some referred by Van Buren & Cass Co. Juvenile Courts. TND consists of twelve 40-
50 minute lessons that include motivational activities, social skills training; decision making components, 
increased coping skills and self-control skills. To enhance the effectiveness of TND, another session will 
specifically address methamphetamine abuse, which is a problem in this region. 
 
Project Title: Safe Youth Project 
 
David Fatzinger, Project Director 
57418 CR 681 
Hartford, MI 49057 
(269) 621-3143 ext. 305 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteers In Prevention,       Detroit  $70,000 
Probation & Prisons, Inc. 
 
Volunteers in Prevention, Probation & Prisons, Inc. will provide the Big Brothers and Big Sisters of America 
mentoring program to Detroit youth, ages 7-15, who have been identified as being at-risk for drug use and 
involvement with the criminal justice system due to a number of risk factors, which may include having a 
parent incarcerated in the Michigan Correctional System.  In partnership with the Michigan Department of 
Corrections, the Governor's Office of Community & Faith Based Initiatives, and Prison Fellowship Ministries, 
identified youth will be matched with an adult mentor. The adult mentors will meet weekly with the youth for 
one full year. 
 
Project Title:  VIP Mentoring Drug Prevention Program 
 
Jerry Dash, Project Director 
28 West Adams, Suite 1310 
Detroit, MI 48226 
(313) 964-1110 ext. 204 
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Wedgewood Christian Services        Grand Rapids  $60,000 
 
Wedgwood Christian Services will implement the Life Skills Training Curriculum to youth at 8 alternative high 
schools and 3 alternative middle schools. The program will provide social and decision making skills, coping 
with anxiety, assertiveness training, media influences, resolving conflicts in a non-violent manner, anger 
management, and resisting peer pressure. 
 
Project Title: Kent County COACH Life Skills Program 
 
Dan Aupperlee, Project Director 
3300 36th Street 
Grand Rapids, MI 49512 
(616) 831-5628 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
West Midland Family Center         Shepherd  $92,200 
 
The West Midland Family Center will provide Second Step: A Violence Prevention Curriculum and 
Strengthening Families program to youth in rural Midland County, ages 5-12, and their parent’s after-school 
and during the summer.  The program will provide drug and violence prevention, anger management skills, 
problem-solving skills, effective communication skills, mentoring, and academic enrichment. 
 
Project Title: Stay Cool - After School 
 
Susan Love, Project Director 
4011 West Isabella Road 
Shepherd, MI 48883 
(989) 832-3256 
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Western U.P. Substance Abuse          Houghton  $75,000 
Coordinating Agency 
 
The Western U.P. Coordinating Agency plans to provide Project Second Chance to youth and parents in five 
alternative schools.  The program will provide intense prevention programming across the seven county region.  
The Coordinating Agency will utilize four prevention providers, one each to offer programming in at least one 
alternative school setting to ‘at risk’ youth.  The four providers will be: Copper County Mental Health (The 
Institute), Dial Help, Inc., Western Upper Peninsula District Health Department, and Great Lakes Recovery 
Center. 
 
Project Title: Project Second Chance 
 
Gernot A. Joachim, Project Director 
902 W. Sharon Avenue 
Houghton, MI 49931 
(906) 482-7710 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Winning Inc. of America         Benton Harbor  $70,000 
 
Winning Inc. of America will provide the Second Step and Botvin’s Life Skills prevention programs to youth 
and parents/guardians as part of an after-school and summer program.  Adult mentors will teach literacy 
recovery, academic strategies, conflict resolution, and violence prevention programs.  Other components 
include drug resistance skills, personal self-management skills, and general social skills. 
 
Project Title: 2007-2008 Violence Prevention & Literacy Recovery Program 
 
Phil Brooks, Project Director 
1239 Golf Road 
Benton Harbor, MI 49022 
(269) 934-7213 


