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Preparedness and Planning
ISDA’s Infl uenza Principles for Action
In January 2007, the Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA) 
published a policy document entitled “Pandemic and Seasonal Infl uenza 
Principles for U.S. Action” which is available online.  IDSA intends these 
principles to be informative and instructive to the Secretary of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services and the new Assistant Secretary 
for Preparedness and Response as they move forward.  IDSA’s principles 
support many of the concepts addressed by the Pandemic and All-Hazards 
Preparedness Act.

Multilingual Dosage Instructions for Patients Available on MiHAN
Several patient drug dosage instruction sheets on amoxicillin, ciprofl oxa-
cin, doxycycline, penicillin, Relenza®, and Tamifl u® are available on the 
Michigan Health Alert Network (MiHAN) at the following location:  Docu-
ment Library : Documents : Local Health Departments : EPC General In-
formation Folder : Fact Sheets & Community Outreach Materials : Drug 
Information Sheets.  Many of these documents are available in English, 
Arabic, Spanish and Chinese.  

New Publications from Department of Education
The U.S. Department of Education’s Offi ce of 
Safe and Drug-Free Schools, in collaboration 
with ED’s Emergency Response and Crisis Man-
agement Technical Assistance Center, is pleased 
to announce the release of four new publica-
tions.  

Components of Comprehensive School and 
School District Emergency Management 
Plans
Steps for Developing A School Emergency 
Management Plan
Updating and Maintaining School Emergency 
Management Plans
After-Action Reports

 
Michigan Vaccine Information Statements
The MDCH Division of Immunization is pleased to announce that the Eng-
lish Vaccine Information Statements (VIS) are now posted on their web-
site.  In Michigan, it is important that vaccine recipients, their parents, or 
their legal representatives be given the Michigan version of the relevant 
VIS, because they include information about the Michigan Care Improve-
ment Registry (MCIR).  The VISs are available in thirty-three foreign lan-
guages. Questions regarding the VISs should be directed to your local 
health department or the Michigan Department of Community Health at 
(517) 335-8159.
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New NACCHO Logo
The National Association of County & 
City Health Offi cials (NACCHO) has 
developed local public health logo that 
states can use.  NACCHO have devel-
oped this to assist local health depart-
ments that lack resources to develop 
their own logo, and to offer all local 
health departments a common sym-
bol and message.

Flu Study Starts for U-M Students 
Hundreds of University of Michigan 
students are wearing surgical masks 
around campus these days.  The 
masked students are participating in 
a U-M study to determine whether 
masks can help prevent the spread 
of infl uenza.  This is the fi rst time 
the mask theory has been studied in 
a residence hall setting.  Residence 
halls, where students room together 
and share hallways, bathrooms and 
dining areas, are an ideal setting to 
study the spread of such an airborne 
virus.  The study is funded by a $1.3 
million grant from the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, and 
coincides with the seasonal arrival of 
infl uenza on the U-M campus. 
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Anthrax Absorbed Vaccine Effi cacy
In an article to be published in the February 19, 2007 
issue of the journal Vaccine, researchers report on their 
study of serum anti-protective antigen (PA) concentra-
tions in marines who had previously received the Anthrax 
Vaccine Absorbed (AVA).  Those who had not completed 
a full vaccination series of 6 injections still had a sig-
nifi cant antibody response and that 6 doses provided no 
signifi cant advantage over 4 doses.

Signifi cance of Low-level Anthrax Exposure
As studied with individuals exposed to anthrax during the US Capital anthrax 
attacks in 2001, the immunological characteristics of human inhalational an-
thrax aren’t completely understood.  In the December 2006 issue of the Jour-
nal of Infectious Disease, researchers found that despite individuals receiving 
post-exposure antibiotics, inhalation of anthrax spores resulted an immune 
response and possibly subclinical infection.  Therefore, the signifi cance of low-
level exposure should not be underestimated.

National Aviation Resource Manual For Quarantinable Diseases
The purpose of this manual is to be a national aviation resource outlining 
the response to and recovery from a quarantinable disease incident of major 
public health signifi cance at a U.S. international airport. The target audience 
for the manual is airlines, airports, federal response agencies and other fi rst 
responders, local and state health departments, and other local and state 
government stakeholders that would be involved in the response to or recov-
ery from the incident.

Local Heroes DVD-ROM
Local Heroes is an emergency preparedness 
training and social marketing campaign for 
public health agencies that is designed to 
introduce public health workers to the con-
cepts within emergency preparedness and 
their role in a response.  This DVD-ROM is 
a “train-the-trainer” and “train-the-work-
force” resource.  Local Heroes also includes 
a number of branding and promotional items 
that can be customized to stimulate inter-
est in emergency preparedness and instill 
a positive desire among individual public 
health workers to help them recognize and 
understand their specifi c role in response to 
a public health emergency.

Pandemic
Pandemic Infl uenza:  Progress Made and Challenges Ahead
On January 24, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Di-
rector Dr. Julie Gerberding testifi ed before the United States Senate on the 
progress made to prepare for an infl uenza pandemic.  Her testimony focused 
on three areas:  ongoing domestic and international surveillance, other pre-
paredness initiative in 2006, and examples of CDC actions planned for 2007 
and beyond.  The CDC’s preparedness initiatives continue to focus around 
prevention, detection and reporting, timeliness and accuracy of communi-
cations, investigation and control, and response and recovery.  To read Dr. 
Gerberding’s full testimony, visit the CDC website.

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6TD4-4MBCHN1-3&_user=88470&_rdoc=1&_fmt=&_orig=search&_sort=d&view=c&_acct=C000006998&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=88470&md5=ec49e53cbb5c15c3f2c33632fd97a0ee
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/JID/journal/issues/v195n2/36493/36493.html
http://isddc.dot.gov/OLPFiles/OST/013334.pdf
http://www.naccho.org/pubs/product1.cfm?Product_ID=154
http://www.cdc.gov/about/news/2007/01/gerberding-testimony-avian.htm





