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Preparedness and Planning

MDCH/CDC “Fight the Bite” Campaign

The Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH) is joining forces
with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to raise aware-
ness of mosquito-borne illnesses and the steps people can take to prevent
it. The “Fight the Bite” initiative is a national
effort to help Americans learn more about
West Nile Virus (WNV) prevention during
peak periods of mosquito activity, along with
other illnesses that can be equally serious.
State and county health departments and
their local partners are working to promote
WNV prevention information that emphasiz-
es the following key steps: avoid mosquito
bites, mosquito-proof your home, and help
your community.

CDC Develops Report on Emergency Preparedness Program

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is currently prepar-
ing a report that will help answer the question, “Is the US more prepared
than before the implementation of the CDC Public Health Emergency Pre-
paredness Cooperative Agreement?” The primary audience for this report
is Congress, other policymakers, and the general public. Releasing this
report is part of a larger effort across CDC preparedness programs to
demonstrate performance and increase transparency and accountability.
This effort is reinforced by the Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness
Act, which calls for measurable evidence-based benchmarks and objec-
tive standards to measure levels of preparedness. A final draft version
of the document is expected in late September/early October for grantee
review and comment. The report will be made publicly available on CDC'’s
website and distributed electronically to public health partners for further
distribution. As part of the steering committee convened for this project,
ASTHO has provided guidance to CDC in the identification of data sources
and elements for inclusion and the general construct of the report. See
the recent CDC fact sheet on this initiative.

Integrated Protection System in Subways

U.S. researchers have armed subways with detectors, cameras, communi-
cations, and training, designed together as a system. As a result, subway
riders in a growing number of U.S. cities can now breathe a little easier
because of the Program of Response Options and Technology Enhance-
ments for Chemical Terrorism (PROTECT).

Business and Public Health Collaboration in Georgia

In Georgia, public health officials and members of the Business Execu-
tives for National Security (BENS) have successfully collaborated to de-
velop and test procedures for dispensing medications from the Strategic
National Stockpile. In this model, company-managed dispensing sites

News

September Is National Prepared-
ness Month

National Preparedness Month, spon-
sored by the Department of Home-
land Security, occurs annually in Sep-
tember, and encourages Americans to
prepare for all types of emergencies
in their homes, businesses, schools,
and communities. The Michigan De-
partment of Community Health joins
more than 1700 organizations that are
recognizing and supporting the event.
“Since the events of September 11,
2001, our emergency preparedness
efforts have greatly increased,” said
Governor Jennifer M. Granholm. “Ef-
fective planning and preparation can
help ensure Michigan citizens are safe
in a time of emergency.”

Michigan Rabies Cases Increase
As of September 11, there are 182
confirmed rabies cases in the State
of Michigan. That number is up from
only 49 total cases in 2006. Bat ra-
bies continues to be the most preva-
lent strain in the state, accounting
for over 96% of the confirmed cases.
See page 4 for more information.
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Date/Time Event Location

Dec. 6, 2007 Mass Antibiotic Dispensing: Taking Care | OPHP
1-2:30pm of Business Library

This broadcast will focus on the development | (517) 355-8150
of these public-private partnerships. Panelists
will discuss methods for locating and reaching-
out to businesses and identify significant chal-
lenges, possible solutions, and opportunities
involved in this type of community outreach.
In addition, business leaders and public health
professionals will share their experiences in
forming these partnerships.

Dec. 13, 2007 Surveillance of Vaccine-Preventable Dis- | Webcast
eases
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This course provides guidelines for vaccine-
preventable disease surveillance, case investi-
gation, and outbreak control. Registration will
open closer to the course date.
Feb. 28-29, 2008 Basic Public Information Officers’ Work- | Gaylord
Mar. 5-6, 2008 shop Lansing
This is a two-day workshop for entry-level or
less experienced disaster Public Information

Officers and staff, emphasizing the skills need-
ed to manage crisis information in emergency
and disaster events. Topics include responsibil- - s
ities of a Public Information Officer in disasters,
effective media interviews, crisis information
planning, and Joint Information Center (JIC)
management. More information forthcoming.

May 19-22, 2008 Effective Managing Transit Emergencies Grand Rapids, Ml
This course will provide information on under-

standing the importance, purpose, develop-

ment, and implementation of emergency man- W |

agement and how it relates to the other safety | ¥

functions of a transit system. Participants will ’ -~

learn how to better understand the emergency
management concept and the role of the tran-
sit system in responding to emergency/disas-
ter situations in both the community and transit

system. Materials fee is $55.
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