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Preparedness and Planning

Flu Fighter Action Kit Now Available
Recommendations for healthcare personnel (HCP) to get an annual flu
vaccine have been in place since 1981. Despite these recommendations,
three out of five HCP put themselves, their families, and their patients at
risk by not being vaccinated against the flu. The

Michigan Department of Community Health Flu
EducationWorkgroup, alongwith partnersfromthe
Michigan Flu Advisory Board, Michigan Advisory Fight
Committee on Immunization, and Alliance for | the
Immunization in Michigan has developed a “Elu  § Ly
Fighter Action Kit” to serve as a framework for %
implementing an immunization program in a
health care facility, geared at immunizing HCP
against influenza. Information in this kit can be
modified to develop an immunization program
for all HCP vaccinations.

Chemical Information Source Matrix Updated

The Michigan Department of Community Health’s Chemical Terrorism
(CT) Unit has updated their chemical information source matrix. Please
print and add this updated version to the CT Information Manual located
in your red CT Kkit.

New Chemical and Biological Reference Guides

The US National Response Team (USRT) is proud to announce comple-
tion of twenty-five biological and chemical quick reference guides (QRG).
The QRGs are available by visiting the USRT website. The chemical
QRGs include: Soman (GD), Cyclosarin (GF), Sulfur Mustard (H/HD/
HT), VX, Tabun (GA), and Sarin (GB). The biological QRGs include:
Brucella species, Botulinum toxin, Bunyaviridae-Rift Valley Fever (RVF),
Hemorrhagic Fevers, Glanders and Melioidosis, Lassa Fever, Lymphocytic
Choriomeningitis Virus (LCMV), Tick-Borne Encephalitis (TBE), Small-
pox, Tularemia, Anthrax, and Plague.

CDC Releases Preparedness Report

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Coordinating
Office for Terrorism Preparedness and Emergency Response released its
inaugural report on public health emergency preparedness. The report
highlights the progress that has been made in state and local prepared-
ness and response, identifies preparedness challenges facing public
health departments, and outlines CDC’s efforts to address those chal-
lenges. Designed to increase accountability regarding the country’s in-
vestment in preparedness activities, the report presents national data as
well as state-specific snapshots for all 50 states and four directly funded
localities.

News

Bovine TB in Shiawassee County
The Michigan Department of Natural
Resources announced a deer harvest-
ed in late December in Shiawassee
County has tested positive for bovine
tuberculosis (TB). See page 6 for
more details.

Tamiflu® Label Updated to Include
Neuropsychiatric Warning

Roche and the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) informed health-
care professionals of neuropsychiat-
ric events associated with the use of
Tamiflu®, in patients with influenza.
The label has been revised. See page
3 for more information.

Hong Kong Schools Closed to
Fight Flu Outbreak

As of March 13, all kindergartens and
primary schools in Hong Kong were
ordered to close for two weeks amid
a flu outbreak, shutting classes for
more than a half million students.
See page 5 for more information.

Ricin Found in Las Vegas?
Preliminary results of environmental
testing at laboratories in Nevada
have tested positive for ricin. Federal
officials continue to investigate. See
page 5 for more details.
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NRF Resource Center
The National Response Framework (NRF) presents the guiding principles that
enable all response partners to prepare for and provide a unified national
response to disasters and emergencies — from the smallest incident to the
largest catastrophe. The Framework establishes a comprehensive, national,
all-hazards approach to domestic incident response. The new NRF Resource
Center website offers up-to-date information.

= NRF Overview for Local, Tribal and State Audiences

< NRF Overview for Nongovernmental Organizations

= NRF Overview for Private Sector Audiences

CDC’s Response to Health Concerns Related to FEMA-Provided Travel
Trailers and Mobile Homes in the Gulf Coast Region

Since receiving the official request from FEMA in July 2007, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has responded with a multi-part
approach to assess actual exposures, determine whether feasible methods
exist to reduce formaldehyde levels, develop knowledge and understanding
of health effects in vulnerable populations, and provide residents and health
care providers with health information to recognize and reduce health effects
potentially related to indoor air quality issues. CDC continues to assess the
health concerns related to the aftermath of the hurricanes along the Gulf
Coast, and the larger implications of these concerns.

GAO Issues Report on National Disaster Response
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) report, FEMA

U7 NATIONALDISASTER [ Should Take Action to Improve Capacity and Coordination
FEMA Should Take between Government and Voluntary Sectors, examines
Action to Improve . . . .
Capacity and several issues including the shift of lead agency for

Coordination between

Sorernaiad Emergency Support Function 6 from American Red Cross to

' FEMA, the role of National Voluntary Organizations Active in
Disasters based upon National Response Framework, and
collaboration between the National Council on Disability
and FEMA. The full report is available online.

2007 Disasters by the Numbers

The Centre for Research on Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED) has released its
report on 2007 disasters. Notable findings include the worldwide increase in
the number of floods, and United States’ highest number of reported natural
disasters. The entire report is available online.

Guidelines for Healthcare Surge during Emergencies

On February 19, the California Department of Public Health released its
Standards and Guidelines for Healthcare Surge during Emergencies. The
guidelines, comprising four volumes, along with training materials and a
reference manual, are available online. This is an impressive effort to cover
the multitude of difficult issues related to emergencies that overwhelm the
healthcare system. The manuals offer practical solutions and useful tools for
a number of these issues. In addition, a thorough listing and interpretation of
the relevant laws and regulations that affect surge planning is included.

Caring for Nurses in Public Health Emergencies

This report focuses on nurse staffing during emergencies. According to
the report, disaster plans are being written without concern for the human
aspect. Surge capacity will need to be addressed. The full report is accessible
online.

CDC Recommends Influenza Antivirals for High-Risk Individuals
This CDC Health Advisory is intended to re-emphasize the importance of
considering antiviral medications for use in the treatment or prevention of
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influenza. The two prescription antiviral medications recommended for
treatment or prevention of influenza are oseltamivir (Tamiflu®) or zanamivir
(Relenza®). These antiviral medications are also known as neuraminidase
inhibitors. Recent studies suggest a considerable protective effect against
complications associated with influenza when neuraminidase inhibitors are
used for treatment. These benefits include reducing the risk of death among
older adults hospitalized with laboratory-confirmed influenza.

Tamiflu® Label Updated with Neuropsychiatric Warning

Roche and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) informed healthcare
professionals of neuropsychiatric events associated with the use of Tamiflu®,
in patients with influenza. The label has been revised to read as follows: In-
fluenza can be associated with a variety of neurologic and behavioral symp-
toms which can include events such as hallucinations, delirium, and abnor-
mal behavior, in some cases resulting in fatal outcomes. These events may
occur in the setting of encephalitis or encephalopathy but can occur without
obvious severe disease. There have been post-marketing reports (mostly
from Japan) of delirium and abnormal behavior leading to injury, and in some
cases resulting in fatal outcomes, in patients with influenza who were receiv-
ing Tamiflu®. Because these events were reported voluntarily during clinical
practice, estimates of frequency cannot be made but they appear to be un-

common based on Tamiflu® usage ,
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for signs of abnormal behavior. If
neuropsychiatric symptoms occur,
the risks and benefits of continuing
treatment should be evaluated for
each patient.

Recipe for Next Year’s Flu Vaccine

The flu season got off to a slow start, but it rocketed in mid-January because
of some new strains that are sickening even people who got vaccinated. It
seems the vaccine is a good match for only about 40 percent of the virus
now spreading in the U.S., according to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. On February 21, the Food and Drug Administration brought
together flu specialists for the annual rite of predicting what strains are
most likely to strike next winter. On the agenda: a complete overhaul,
brewing next year’s vaccine to protect against three strains not in this year’s
inoculation but that are circulating the globe now. They include a strain called
Brisbane/10 that’s responsible for much of the current U.S. misery -- one
first spotted in Australia late last February, too late for scientists to include
in this year’s vaccine recipe even if they had predicted it would gain steam.
The nation has a pretty good track record: 16 of the last 19 flu seasons had

well-matched vaccines.
Excerpted from Lauran Neergaard / Associated Press

FAO Praises India’s H5N1 Response, Urges Vigilance

India scored a commendable success in stamping out its worst-ever H5N1
avian influenza outbreak, which occurred over the past two months in West
Bengal state, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
said, but it warned that outbreaks will recur unless the country stays on
guard.



http://www.fda.gov/medwatch/safety/2008/safety08.htm#Tamiflu?s_cid=ccu031008_seasonalinfluenza3_e
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May 5-6, 2008

Emergency Planning

This two-day course examines emergency and
disaster planning principles and Michigan initia-
tives for new emergency management profes-
sionals. Planning concepts include prepared-
ness, mitigation planning, hazard analysis,
hazardous material planning, and new federal
initiatives. This course is strongly recommend-
ed for all entry-level emergency managers.

Lansing

May 19-22, 2008

Effective Managing Transit Emergencies
This course will provide information on under-
standing the importance, purpose, develop-
ment, and implementation of emergency man-
agement and how it relates to the other safety
functions of a transit system. Participants will
learn how to better understand the emergency
management concept and the role of the tran-
sit system in responding to emergency/disas-
ter situations in both the community and tran-
sit system. Materials fee is $55.

Grand Rapids, Ml

May 22, 2008

Developing Volunteer Resources

This one-day course is designed to cover a
broad range of issues in disaster volunteerism
expanding on the concepts presented in the
prerequisite Independent Study. Topics will in-
clude spontaneous volunteerism in disasters,
liability issues, marketing, recruitment, and
recognition of volunteers.

Lansing

May 27-Jul. 14,
2008

Demystifying Data: Accessing, Interpret-
ing, and Using Health Data

This course focuses on the effective and sys-
tematic use of data in an evidence-based ap-
proach to decision making. Participants will be
able to use data to develop a brief statement of
the problem, describe the issue quantitatively,
and develop data-based program or policy op-
tions. The course is designed for those who
need to use data in their daily work but may
not have considerable training in the use of
data. For more information, see the Michigan
Public Health Training Center website.

School of Public Health
University of Michigan
109 S. Observatory,
Rm. 2675

Ann Arbor, Ml 48109
T: 734-615-9439

F: 734-763-7976

E: mphtc@umich.edu

Jun. 11-14, 2008

HIV Prevention Leadership Summit

This year’'s Summit will again include insti-
tutes, workshops, roundtables and other
sessions geared to planning groups, health
departments and community-based organiza-
tions providing HIV, viral hepatitis, STD and
TB prevention services, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) capacity build-
ing assistance providers, and other federal and
national partner agencies involved in HIV, viral
hepatitis, STD and TB prevention.

Renaissance Center
Detroit, Ml 48243
T: (313) 568-8000

Jun. 12, 2008

Behavioral Mental Health Conference

This annual forum promotes an intellectual
exchange among Michigan’s behavioral health
professionals, local health departments and
others involved in improving mental health
surrounding public health preparedness, miti-
gation, response and recovery to emergency
and disaster. Please note there is a non-re-
fundable conference fee of $20. Logon to MI-
TRAIN, search for course ID 1010420, and
register today!

Lansing Conf. Center
333 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing, Ml 48933
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Jul. 6-25, 2008

Graduate Sessions in Epidemiology
Courses are for all public health profession-
als and anyone interested in health research.
One- and three-week courses are available in
a range of topics. Distance learning courses
available for the Fundamentals of Biostatistics,
and the Fundamentals of Epidemiology. CME
credit is available.

The Univ. of Michigan
School of Public Health
109 Observatory St.
Ann Arbor, Ml 48109

Jul. 8-10, 2008 Great Lakes Border Health Initiative Con- | Ann Arbor, Ml
ference
Save the Date! For more information, view the
announcement flyer.

Jul. 23-24, 2008 | Emergency Planning for Special Needs | Lansing

Populations

This two-day course covers the unique con-
cerns for organizations responsible for the care
of “special needs” groups in disasters. This
course will expand on the concepts covered
in the prerequisite Independent Study 197 by
discussing definition of “special needs popula-
tions” and highlighting the planning elements
of mass care, sheltering, and evacuation.

Mailing Address:

Office of Public Health Preparedness
Capitol View Building - 201 Townsend Street - Lansing, Ml 48913
(517) 335-8150 — http://www.michigan.gov/ophp

This publication is supported by Cooperative Agreement Number U90/CCU517018-08 from
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Its contents are solely the responsi-
biity of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of CDC.
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